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New Year fireworks over; inner work begins 
Tell the truth, now: How does it really 

feel to vou and what are your reactions to 
our entry into the year 2000? 

I did enjoy keeping an eye on television's 
coverage of the new year as it dawned p r o 
gressivelv around this planet of ours. My 
favorite single moment was the fireworks 
display at the Eiffel Tower! And, like peo
ple everywhere, I was pleased and relieved 
that we were spared terrorist activity and 
any significant breakdown of important 
computer systems. It seems that all of the 
precautions taken, expensive though they, 
were, were worth it. 

But as I look out my window this morn
ing, things look very much the same as 
they did pre-year 2000. I think the Dalai 
Lama put it well earlier when he reminded 
us that when the new millennium .broke 
the same stars would be in the sky'as had 
always been there. His intent, as I took it, 
was to say that, if we are to change for the 
better, that change will find its roots in 
inner conversion, not in some magical or 
mvstical outside event. 

The Dalai Lama reminds us of some
thing we all know because we learn it from 
events as specific as the New Year's resolu
tions we made last week and as general as 
the patterns of our own human experience: 
Change of significance is certainly possible, 

along 
the way 

but it is generally slow. Progress is always a 
part of our potential, but rarely if ever does 
it occur without interruptions or occasional 
setbacks. 

Because it offers such hope to us who 
seek deeper, freer life and yet who know 
the drag of sin and selfishness, I embrace 
with enthusiasm the possibilities offered by 
this year of Jubilee. There is nothing magic 
or automatic about it. Rather it encourages 
us to open our hearts anew to the light of 
Christ. And it urges us to live so that with 
the grace of God we put into right order 
our relationship with God and our relation
ships with our sisters and brothers. 

Through the year 2000, you will hear 
quite a bit about the themes of Jubilee Year 
2000 in your parish community. There will 
be many opportunities for prayer and 
other activities by which we can express in 
concrete ways both our need and our 

desire to grow in our love for God and for 
neighbor. I hope that you will be alert to 
these opportunities and that you will 
respond to them in your usual generous 
fashion. 

In anticipation of those Jubilee Year 
activities, it might be helpful to take to your 
prayer and conversations some questions 
like the following: 

1. In our diocese and parish communi
ties, how can I more strongly and consis
tently live out the Gospel mandate to care 
for those most in need? 

2. As I consider the network of my own 
relationships, where do I detect strengths 
upon which I can build? Where do I per- . 
ceive the need for strengthening or even 
healing? / 

3. What are the values, convictions and 
beliefs that hold the deepest place in my 
heart? Do they consistently inform and 
direct my actions? Or do other lesser values 
seem to take over from time to time? 

Whatever the questions or themes you 
take to your own heart, I hope you will do 
so in peace and with great confidence. We 
celebrate the Jubilee remembering God's 
gracious mercy. If we rely on that gift, we 
know that good things will happen in our 
lives. 

Peace to all. 

a * « 
i * . 

No Entrance Fee Required. Call us today! 

"I Fell in Love with 
the Incredible Value." 
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"When looking into retirement 

communities, I made sure I understood 

the variety of options available to me. 

- With no entrance fee, I feel I get a real 

value because I'm not locked into any 

type of program. And having that kind 

of freedom alloivs me to travel exten

sively, which I have always enjoyed. 

Tlien, when I return to the security and 

comfort of my home at Chapel Oaks, I 

continue to relive my excursions by 

presenting travelogues of my fabulous 

trips, both near and far." 

—Marguerite "Peg Pinney" 

Irondequoit, Neiv York 

The French call it joie de vivre, or love of life. 
That ability to approach life joyfully and fully 

appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, 
residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest and 
finest rental retirement community, are finding the 
joy of retirement living. Once you've experienced 
life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling 
in love with the true joy of living all over again. 

f all in love with the tradition of St. Ann's of 
Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has 

provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly 
situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St. 
Ann's campus a,Tid just minutes away from 
Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment and 
cultural activities. The independence to continue an 
active life style without routine maintenance and 
tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept 
with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks 
Rochester's most affordable retirement living 
options. The convenience of exceptional services and 
amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom 

apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security 
and peace of mind that comes from having priority 
access to a full continuum of health care services 
right on the St. Ann's campus. 

IJetirement is your time to seize the day and 
JL V. life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." Please call (716) 342-3052 
for more information about Chapel Oaks 
or to arrange your personal tour. Once 
you see all that we have to offer, you may 
just find yourself falling in love with the 
true joy of living all over again! 

ST . ANN'S 
C H A P E L O A K S 

Full of Life 
1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 

(716) 342-3052 
An affiliate of St. Ann's of Greater Rochester, Inc. 
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