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Seek consolation in the Christmas story 
It is a privilege for me to extend to you 

and all of your loved ones my very best 
wishes for the Christmas feast. I hope that 
it will be a day of peace and renewed hope 
for all of you. 

Among the wonderful blessings of the 
feast is the privileged occasion it provides 
to appreciate anew the hjpEmanity of Jesus 
and the powerful implications that reality 
holds for us. Christmas bespeaks Christ's 
identification with us, hi#complete under
standing of the joys and sorrows, the trials 
and tribulations of the human condition, 
and his deep love for us which perdures 
even when we offend against or flee from 
it. 

In moments when I grow weary or dis
couraged or uncertain, I find myself turn
ing to those stories in the Gospels that 
speak" to my heart about the human expe
rience of Jesus. There are healthy 
reminders and a good deal of consolation 
in the knowledge that Jesus, sinless 
though he was, did not enjoy an easy life 
or ministry and was not free from the 
hard challenges that crop up in most 
human experience. 

For example, I often spend time with 
the Gospel of Luke as it speaks of the 
beginnings of Jesus' public life. That 
account moves through Jesus' baptism by 
John in the Jordan, his temptation in the 
desert and his preordination of the proph
esy from Isaiah in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. One finds in that flow of sto-
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ries Jesus' growing self-awareness as 
beloved Son of God. It is a difficult period 
of testing and being tested about how best 
to respond to God's love in honest and 
generous ways, and a commitment to do 
that through self-giving love directed espe
cially to those most heavily burdened. 

Those crucial moments experienced by 
Jesus at the beginning of his public life are 
certainly consistent with the birth story in 
the Gospel of Luke. There is nothing of 
wealth or power or super-humanness here. 
Rather it is a story marked by poverty, vul-. 
nerability and solidarity with the ordinary 
people of thetime. 

If we turn to the end of his public life, 
what do we see? Gethsemane, Calvary, the 
flight of most of his closest friends, denial 
three times by one of them, and betrayal 
by another. 

No, there's little room to doubt that 
Jesus in his humanity had more than a fair 
share of difficulty and suffering. Or that 
his response to that suffering was the self-

giving love that characterized all of his 
words and works. 

I wish I understood the humanity of 
Christ more clearly than I do. But one of 
the consoling elements I find in prayer 
time spent with these Gospel stories is the 
reminder they offer of what his public life 
was like. He did not choose an easy way. 
He did not choose the popular way. He 
did not choose the expected way. Because 
he made the choices he did, he made 
many enemies, some of them powerful 
enough put him to death. 

Yet, because of his total, unshakable 
faith in his Father, he rose from the dead 
and now shares the gift of his life with us. 

When we contemplate the babe of 
Bethlehem at Christmas, we have a first 
glimpse of the humanity of Jesus. And in 
that glimpse, we find elements like vulner
ability, simplicity and openness to the 
ways of God. These elements shine from 
his humanity and through his life. 

I hope that you can find consolation in 
the beautiful humanity of the Christmas 
story — no matter what difficulties you or 
your loved ones may be experiencing. If 
we follow Jesus through life and all that he 
went through, it will deepen our realiza
tion that Jesus did not promise his follow
ers that they would be exempt from 
human suffering. Rather, he promised to 
be with them through anything they were, 
ever asked to endure. 

Merry Christmas and peace to all. 

Will you pray for a priest each day? 

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 

0 Jesus! Eternal Priest, Keep these Thy holy ones within the shelter of 

Thy Sacred Heart where none may harm them. Keep unstained their 

anointed hands which daily touch Thy Sacred Body. 

Keep unsullied their lips purple with Thy Precious Blood. 

Keep pure and unearthly their hearts sealed with the sublime marks 

of Thy glorious Priesthood. Bless their labors with abundant fruit; 

and may they to whom they have ministered be here below their 

joy and consolation, and in Heaven their everlasting crown. Amen. 

Prayer Suggestions: Mass. Rosary. Fasting. Day Offering. 
Euchanstic Adoration. Offering Sufferings. Divine Mercy Chaplel 
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Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

General 
In loving remembrance of Rev. 
Paul J. Cuddy, a devoted priest 
and a dear friend. (R.M. 
Gartland) 

MERCHANDISE 

Miscellaneous 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linens. 
Wanted: comple t e es ta tes a n d 

households. Sell to me for cash or 
I will conduc t a sale for you. 

Marifyn's Antiques 
716-647-2480 

Baby Shoes Bronzed 
Under "Baby 

Shoe Preserving" In 
2000 phonebook 

247-0903 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 
EMPLOYEES NEEDED to per
form part-time and full-time 
light assembly and packaging 
work on an on-call basis. Must 
be capable of performing repet
itive tasks accurately. Highly 
competitive hourly rate. Will 
train. Apply to Human 
Resources Department, Flower 
City Printing, Inc., 1725 Mt. 
Read Blvd., Rochester, NY 
14606. EOE 

i"iirW^'0*A;s'irffliA%s] 
needed: _ 

; Small HC facility. Quiet, j 
peaceful environment. 

; St. Joseph Convent Infirmary j 
381-4064 

SERVICES 

Ceiling Repair 
TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716/392-5076. 

Handyman 
PROFESSIONAL HANDY
MAN SEEKS SNOWPLOW-
ING, interior painting, gutter 
cleaning/repair, waterproofing, 
tree/bush trimming, odd jobs. 
Reasonable rates. Insured. 
716/669-2584. 

SERVICES 

Home Improvement 
CARPENTRY: Handymafi ser
vice. Will do odd jobs.' No job 
too small. Call Ken 716/247-
8785. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
K|>mi'iui- in ullii 
li..i,~,l„.lcl Miiu.uuf 
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Painting & 
Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Interior paint
ing. •» Basement walls 
repa i red/pa in ted.Gut ters 
cleaned. Small jobs welcome. 
Certified. 392-4435 or 323-
2876. 
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