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Christmas Appeal
What is the
Christmas Appeal?
' ll is a ii)<)|H-ralivi- effort of the
Catholic Courier and diocesan Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Rochester to
raise hinds for people in desperate
financial ctisis.
For the past 3<> years, the Christmas
Appeal has enabled the Catholic community to help thousands' of people in
12 counties to help meet life's basic
needs. Christmas Appeal funds have
been there for them when no other
sources of aid were available.

Who benefits from it?
The Christmas Appeal helps individuals and families in short-term financial
crises. These are people who have no
financial resources and are either awaiting' or are ineligible for assistance
through other sources.

How does it work?
Appeal proceeds are allocated to the
emergen* y funds of the following diocesan agencies: Catholic Family Center;
Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes;
Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier;
Catholic Chanties of Livingston County
outreach: Bishop Sheen Kcumenical
Housing Foundation: and diocesan
Urban Sen kcs.

PLEASE USE MY
DONATION TO HELP A
NEIGHBOR IN NEED

Agencies give blankets, scarves and dignity
By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer
T h e weather outside can be frightful, but at least two
Catholic agencies have helped people bundle up against the
cold with funds from the Catholic CownVr/Christmas Appeal.
Recently, for example, the Wayne County Regional Hispanic Ministry in Newark, provided blankets for two Hispanic migrant families, according to Father Jesus Flores, a Mexican
priest currently serving as interim director of the Diocese of
Rochester's Office of the Spanish Apostolate. He noted that
the two families, a total of 12 people, live in a trailer home that
cannot be heated well enough to keep everyone warm.
"They needed a lot of blankets," he said, pointing out that the
Newark office paid for the blankets — along with food for the
families — with funds from the Appeal.
Keeping people warm was also the object of Sister Barbara
Kuhn, SSJ, director of St. Peter's Kitchen, an outreach ministry
of Sis. Peter and Paul Church, Rochester. T h e kitchen feeds between 130 and 200 people every weekday, and provides them
clothing as well on Saturdays.
Many of the kitchen's clients are grandparents, aunts, uncles
and godparents who bring children they are raising because
the kids' parents are not around to do so, she said. Others are
homeless people, and some are poor people who have no cooking facilities in their apartments, she said. Last year, she noticed that many guests were wearing hand-me-down jackets and
needed scarves and gloves to get through the winter.
As Christmas approached last year, Sister Kuhn used Christmas Appeal funds to buy new socks and material to make
scarves for the kitchen's guests. Sister Kuhn herself made most
of the 180 scarves she gave away on Christmas Day during a dinner at the kitchen. She said the guests were pleased with the
scarves, especially because her handmade ones were quite big.
"They commented on the length of (the scarves) because
they could put them around their head as well as their neck,"

Peopl e in need

Name:

/

Christmas Appeal funds are
available
yearround to people
in need. The cases below are typical of those who
received
funds
( . l i r t s t m a - s A p p e a l this past year.
- ^ . W h e n school started this year, Lau^ tie's family was given $75 for
school supplies and a new back-loschool outfit for the 12-year-old. Her
mother is a person with disabilities and
receives limited Social Security benefits.
•d -

Address:

Cily:_
State:
In m e m o r y o f / I n h o n o r of
((ink- (iiir|_

MAIL CHECK

(payable to "Christmas Appeal")
a n d this c o u p o n to:
Christmas Appeal
c / o Catholic C o u r i e r
P O Box 24379
Rochester, N Y 14624

^A«rA car seat was purchased with
^ $44.99 for Catholic Charities Community & Residential Services case managers who use their own vehicles to
transport clients and their children to
appointments and outings.

Illustration by Linda Jeanne Rivers

she said of the guests. "I found them appreciative people."
She added that this year she plans to give away towels, wash
cloths and soap, small items that can make a big difference in
the lives of people on low incomes.
"I just like to raise their standards and human dignity a little
bit," she said.

-JL-Appeal funds paid for a $39.25
^ round-trip ticket to Buffalo, to take
the year-old son of a woman who was incarcerated to his grandmother. T h e two
had been living with the woman's sister'
Rosie, who is 27 and mentally challenged, and not able to care for Jimmy.
JL. During January, Catholic Charities
^ of Livingston County used $203.59
for prescriptions for people with no
health insurance coverage. Dan, 60
years old, for example, was being released from the hospital and in need of
heart medication. He had lost his j o b
due to health reasons and therefore had
no insurance. His wife works but has no
insurance and they have two children.
At this time they are waiting for Medicaid coverage. The agency paid for two
weeks of medication.
. ^ C a t h o l i c Charities of Livingston
^ County paid $48 for a prescription
for 10-year-old Katie, whose mom was
out of work for two weeks with the flu.
She works strictly on commission, so she
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SXOISJY C R E E K

GENERAL

EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES

ASK A B O U T O U R H O L I D A Y P R O M O T I O N
• Spacious floor plans • Central air

Announcements

Help Wanted

Moving & Storage

• Laundry & storage within building
• Private balcony/patio • .Updated appliances

ADOPTIONS
The Catholic
Courier does not publish adoption advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

HOME AIDE lady needed for
elderly mother. Starting 7-8,
a.m. or 8:30 p.m.. flexible
days/hours. 716/266-7030 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEILINGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59!
Water damage, drywall, plaster
repairs Any size patches or
repairs. Quality work; reasonable prices. 716/392-5076.

Merchandise
Baby S h o e s Bronzed
Under "Baby
Shoe Preserving" tn
2000 phonebook

247-0903
Furniture, Trunks, Clocks,

SERVICES
Ceiling Repair

Handyman
PROFESSIONAL
HANDYMAN SEEKS SNOWPLOWING. interior painting, gutter
cleaning/repair, waterproofing,
tree/bush trimming, odd jobs.
Reasonable rates. Insured.
716/669-2584.

Sterling and China, Linens.
Wanted: complete estates and
households. SeU to me for cash or
I will conduct a sale for you.

Home Improvement
CARPENTRY: Handyman ser-

Marilyn'sAntiquesvice. Will do odd jobs.No job
716-647-2480

too small. Call Ken 716/2478785.

had no income for the two weeks. T h e
agency also referred the m o t h e r to
Child Health Plus, a state program that
could provide coverage for Katie in the
future.
.^L-The Christmas Appeal provided
^ $77.76 to buy two new tires and
have them balanced for Tom, who is disabled* and his family. His wife works fulltime and they have a 14-year-old son.
They barely make ends meet each
month.
-JL-Kerry, the single m o t h e r of a 2year-old, was given $37.97 to help
buy a pair of black sneakers for a new
j o b and gas money to get to work until
she received her first paycheck.
-^U- Bishop Sheen Ecumenical Housing
^ Foundation replaced a hazardous
porch, cleaned and re-installed gutters
for an 81-year-old retired schoolteacher
and her husband, 83, who had Parkinson's Disease and is blind. T h e gutters
were so filled with leaves that the
kitchen ceiling had been leaking.

• Select apts. include heat and hot water

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.

1 &&2 bedroom apts. Also 2 or

located in a mature park-like setting. E H O

t * \ | u - l l r n i l ' 111 o l l i l
hfitiM-hiild IMMMIIK .nwl
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1.5 bath town homes
mes
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473-6610/47^4357
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Painting &
Wallcovering
AL MEYVIS, JR: Interior
painting. Basement walls
repaired/painted. Gutters
cleaned. Small jobs welcome.
Certified. 392-4435 or 3232876.

Call 716-3284340 to advertise
in the Courier
Classifieds!
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716-255-6000

CHARLES WALTER
1/ALIbK rPIANOS
iAWO;
One of

I'S Finest
America'i

Quality materials
and craftsmanship
Built and owned
dby
Christians

:

I

570 Stolvell Drive • Off English Road
OPEN HOUSE: Sat. 11-4 • Mon.-Fn. 9-5
Pm/resiiHMi//y irnmiufiil by d b l PROPERTIES

JOSEPH ROSS

586-3310
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^ ^ ^ ^ m

1^

vyww.pianomart.com/rpn

