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COLUMNISTS

As of this week, Pope John Paul 11 has
been i olfice for 21 vears and two
months, He was elected Oct. 16, 1978,

Less than tnee weeks ago, on Nov, 29,
hereplaced Leo the Great as the seventh-
longest 1egning pope in history.

Smce last fall, John Paul 1T has moved
steadihy rom 12th place onjthe Tist of
Tengihiost ponnficates (hdnng{ recently
overtaken Pius NI who served for F
vedats, seven mounths, and one week) o
seventh. In the past 12 months he has
sut passed Clement XIH(E700-21), Leo 111
(795-816), Sylvester 1(314-35), Urban VI
162344, and Leo the Great (440-61).

To move up to sisth on the list, the pre-
sent pope would have o remain w office
_at least another nine months, The sixth-
fongest reign is that of Alexander 11
(HI39-81), who scrved as bishop of Rome
for 21 years, 11 months and 13 days.

The Vatican's official directory begins
Alexander HI's pontificate 13 days earli-
er, however. In those years, papal terms
hegan on the day of clection, even if the
person elected were not yet a bishop. But
since a pope is a pope only because he is

the bishop of Rome, his pontificate does
not begim— at least from a theological |

theology

By FAthR RICHARD P. MCBRIEN

point of view — until he has been conse-
crated a bishop.

Today the church’s canon law is con--

sistent with its theology. If a person who
is not yet a bishop is clected pope, he is
immediately ordained a bishop. The last
non-bishop clected pope was Gregory
XVI, a Camaldolese monk, in 1831,

Itis a matter of interest that, although
not yet a bishop (he had twice declined
appomtment), Gregory was a member of

the College of Gardinals and prefect of -

the (:()llgl(_gdll()l] for the Propagation of
the Faith. Moreover, he had been a can-
didate forthe papacy in the previous
conclave of 1829, receiving 21 votes.
One needs not belong to the Collégc

Pope moves up the top 10 list

of Cardinals to be eligible for pope. On-
ly cardinals under 80, however, can par-
ticipate in the election of a new pope.

The last non-cardinal to have been
clected pope was Urban VI in 1378, a
most unfortunate choice because his per-
sonality and temperament helped ignite
the Great Westein Schism that lasted un-
til 1417. All during that period there
were a least two opposing claimants to
the papacy, and, afier 1409, three.

Back to the list. If John Paul II should
eventually surpass Alexander [II in
length of service, the next pope above
him would be Pius VII (1800-23), who
was bishop of Rome for 23 years, four
months, and just over two weeks. John
Paul I would have to remain in office for
another two years, two months, and two
weeks to move into fifth place on the list.

The fourth-longest reigning pope was
Hadrian [ (772-795), who was in office
for 23 years, 10 months and just over two
weeks. John Paul 1l would have to go an-
other two years, eight months, and two
weeks to move to fourth place.

The third-longest pontificate was that
of yet another Pius, Pius VI (1775-99),

-who was in the Chair of Peter for 24

years, six months, and one weck. In or-
der to move to third on the list of longest-
reigning popes, John Paul II would have
to continue in office for another three
years, four months and one week.

The second-longést pontificate was
that of Leo XIH (1878-1903) — 25 years
and five months. John Paul I would have
to remain in office for another four years
and three months, bringing us to March
2004 when he would be two months shy
of his 84th birthday."

Reaching the No. 1 spot on the list of
longest pontificates would be a truly re-
markable feat. Pius IX (1846-78) was
pope for 31 years, scven months and
three weeks. In order to pass him, John
Paul II would have to remain in office for
" another 10 years, five months and three
weeks. He would be 90 years old by then.

One canmnot fathom the mind and will
of God, but from a purely human stand-
point it would appear Pius IX's record
will not fall'this time around — and prob-
ably never, given the possibility that term

limits will eventually be established.
(XY

Father McBrien is a professor of theology

at the University of Notre Dame.

Christmas stories of faith and caring

4th Sunday of Advent (Dec.19): (R3)
Luke 1:26-38. (R1) 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-
11.16. (R2) Romans 16:25-27.

FBI agents conducted a 1aid of a psy-
chiatric hospital in San Dicgo that was
under imesugation for medical insur-
ance fraud. After hours of reviewing
thousands of medical records, the dozens
of agents were quite hungry. The agent in
charge called a nearby pizza parlor with
delivery service to order a quick dinner
for his colleaguces. Here was the conver-
sation taped at the hospital.

Agent: Hello, T would like to order 19
large pizzas and 67 cans of soda.

Pizza Man: Where would you like them
delivered?

Agent: We're over at the psychiatric
hospital.

Pizza Man: The psychiatric hospital?

Agent: That's right. 'm an FBI agent.

Pizza Man: You're an FBI agent?

- Agent: That's cofrect. Just about-every-
hodv here is.

Pizza Man: And you're at the psychi-
atric hospital?

Agent: That's correct. And make sure
vou don’t go thtough the front doors. We
have them locked. You will have to go
around to the back, to the service en-
trance o deliver the pizzas.

Pisza Man: And evervone at the psy-
chiatric hospital is an FBI agent?

Agont: That's right. We've been here

all dav and we're starving,

By FATHER ALBERT SHAMON

Pizza Man: How arc you going to pay
for all this?

Agent: I have my checkbook right here.
Can you remember to bring the pizzas
and sodas to_the rear service entrance?
We have the front doors locked.

Pizza Man: I don’t think so. Click. Bzzz.

The feeling that the Pizza Man had
must have been something like that -
which Mary experienced when an angel,
Gabriel came to her and said, “Hail, full
of grace. The Lord is with you. You've
found favor with God. You will conceive
and bear a son whom you will name Je-
sus. He will be great dand -will be called
the Son of the Most Hjgh. He will reign
over the house of Jacobforever and of his
kingdom there shall be no end.” Bewil-
dered, Mary asked, "How can this be,
since L am a virgin?” The angel said, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you ... and the
child to be born will be holy, he will be

called Son of God.” Mary answered, “Be
it done to e according to thy word.”
What faith!

In a newspaper story a while back, 8-

_year-old Mark Amado wrote a letter to

Santa Claus. He laid it on the line, “My
Mom needs help bad! | want clothes and
food for us to last three months. Hope
my Mom will have a job by then.”
Tucson, Ariz., postal workers were
jdrred by his story and came up with a

_deluge of presents, from clothing and

toys to food for Mark, his two older broth-
ers and their mother, Abigail.
But there’s more. Mark confided to

- Santa that he tried to be good at school

but had to contend with classmates who
ridiculed his ears, which stuck out at right
angles: Dr. Boyd Burkhardt, plastic sur-
geon, was asked by his nurse and admin-
istrator if he would be willing to fix an &
year-old boy’s cars for nothing.

“Sure,” Burkhardt said. And it was |

done. Mark’s mother, was astounded by
the response to Mark’s letter, both by the
postal workers and Dr. Burkhardt. “It was
a Godsend,” she said. “Things like this
never happen to us...” But, it was Christ-
mas! And Chmtnns is a time for mira-
clés.

Two weeks before Christmas 1995,
Doris Young, 41, an unempioyed single
mother living in Dallas, was sick with
gricf. Her son, Rayfus. had just died from
sudden infant death syndrome; the fu-

neral director wouldn’t bury him until
she came up with the $700 fee. A social
worker called a dozen people. Then she
remembered to call Sgt. Williams, who

used to urge people to call if they ever

needed anything.
As soon as he heard about Young'’s
plight, he sent out an alert o patrol cars

citywide. Within hours, Williams had col- .

lected the needed money from his fellow
officers.
This is what Christmas is all about: to
show what love is.
L X X ]
Father Shamon is admmutmtor of St.
Isaac Jogues Chapel, Flemmg

Daily Readings

Monday, December 20
" Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38
Tuesday, December 21
Songs of Songs 2:8-14 or
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Luke 1:3945
Wednesday, December 22
I Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56
- Thursday, December 23
Malachi 3:14, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66
Friday, December 24
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 812, 14, 16;
Luke 1:67-79
Saturday, December 25
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6;
John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 8-14
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In our community, the hnage Centre_of llu World, we gred nlv appreciate the
valne of memories. Pictures capture special moments, (.nmly cvents, and
once-in-adifetime happenings. Our life, as with a picture, becomes a memory to family
and friends. When you consider how you would like to be remembered and
memorialized, think of us, we are the CRAWFORD FUNERAL HOME,

where helping families share memories his been our focus since 1957.
a
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