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Events shape 1,0.00 years of Catholic history 
By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - Here, chronologi-
c .ilk. .lie some ol the leading events or in-
di\ idu.ils tliai liave sliaped Catholic histo-
i\ o\ei the jhiM 1.000years. Catholic News 
Set \ i("e ichtoisantl wtiters, in consultation 
with clinic h hisioi icin.s, developed the list 
and-nai n >wcd it to a selection o( 25. 

1054: (.teal Scliism. Mutual excommu-
tiit aiions haideu (fin lit tes of 'growing rift 
between hast and West, dividing mainline 
(.hi istianm into Orthodox churches of the 
KaM .nici the Latin Cluircli of the West. 

1096: ( i usades begin. Campaign by 
Pope I'rban II to retake Holv I .and from Is
lam stalls almost two centuries of iiiler-
millenl leligious wars there, ending in 
1291 wiili Muslim recapiuieof Acre. With 
lite Citts.ides came the birth ol" military 
and lios|)itallei icligious orders, rising im-
poitancc of pilgrimages in religious life 
and increased Fast-West trade. 

1209-15: Mendicant orders. Itinerant 
preachers Si. Francis of Assisi and St; Do
minic found the Franciscan and Domini
can o id i i s , which have deep impact on 
spiritual and intellectual life of the church 
and c ontinue lo thrive today. 

1215: Fotuih Lateraii Council. Key me
dieval "c Diuii il loi niulates doctrine of tran-
siihsiantiation and makes church reforms, 
i tic 11 id ii ii; obligation of amuial confession 
and (.ommiimon at kasici time. 

1265-73: Summit Theologian. Most no
table urnk ol St. "1 liomas Aquinas, whose 
theological ssnihesis would influence 
Wesiei n C.hiisiian thouglit for centuries. 

1452-55: Guicnbcig Bif)le. First book 
pi inled with movable tvpe maiks begin
ning ol mass media, a cultural revolution. 

1483-98: Spanish Inquisition. At height 
ol iis campaign against heretics under 
'foii|ucmada. some 2,000 are exec tiled, giv
ing historical basis for later claims of 
Catholic ciuett\ and intolerance. 

1492: Coloni/ation ol America. Colum-
bus' vovagc iniioduccs Christianitv in New 
World, si,n Is global missionarv expansion 
lo Americas, Africa, Asia, Oceania; it also 
smarts mote than lour centuries of.Euro-
[H'an political and cultural colonialism. 

1500s: Renaissance art. Output of fig-

CNS 
Vatican buildings and gardens are seen from atop St. Peter's Basilica. Between 
1848-70 nationalist movements in Italy diminished the Papal States, relegating 
the pope to the tiny enclave known as the Vatican. The Vatican City State, a little 
more than 108 acres, is the smallest sovereign state in the world. 

ures like Michelangelo, Raphael, Leonar
do da Vinci and others under church pa
tronage exemplifies cultural contribution 
of the church's embrace of art and archi
tecture as means of religious expression. 

1517-21: Protestant Reformation. Mar
tin Luther posts 95 Theses in 1517, chal
lenging errors in preaching of"indulgences, 
is excommunicated four years later. His re
form agenda, later systematically institu
tionalized by Calvin, marks the start of the 
second major division in Christianity. 

1534: Act of Supremacy. Henry VIII es
tablishes Church of England, invoking full
ness of power over it by divine right. 

1539-40: St. Ignatius of Loyola. Rule is 
approved for his Society of Jesus, an order 
with wide influence in church life, espe
cially in education. 

1545-63: Council of Trent. The Catholic 
response to the Reformation brings church 
reform legislation and spells out Catholic 
leaching on doctrines under challenge 
from the Reformation. Postconciliar re
forms included establishment of seminar
ies, liturgy reform and universal catechism. 

1596: Union of Brest. Agreement unit^ 
ing Ruthcnian Orthodox and Roman 

Catholic churches of Poland becomes chief 
Roman model of restoration of church uni
ty with the Orthodox for nearly 400 years. 

1633: Galileo-condemned. Vatican dec
laration that the heliocentric teaching of 
Copernican astronomy contradicts Scrip
ture sets a framework of tension and an
tagonism between church and modern sci
ence lasting into 20th century. 

1789-1801: French Revolution, Concor
dat of 1801. Monarchy is overthrown, 
church disestablished and secular govern
ment formed in formerly Catholic state; 
concordat guaranteeing freedom of wor
ship and letting church name bishops ends 
wars between anti-Christian and Catholic 
forces, but papacy condemns principles of 
the revolution for more than a century. 

1850s-1960s: Marian dogmas and devo
tion. Papal definitions of Mary's Immacu
late Conception (1854).and Assumption 
(1950) and new Marian apparitions (Lour-
des 1858, Knock 1879, Fatima 1917) fuel 
intense Catholic devotion to Mary. 

1869-70: First Vatican Council. The first 
ecumenical council since Trent, it affirms 
and formally defines the full, ordinary, im
mediate jurisdiction of the pope over the 

whole church and. the infallibility of the 
pope when he solemnly defines Catholic 
teaching on faith or morals. 

1878-1903: Pope Leo XIII. He launches 
Catholic intellectual revival in 1879 by or
dering teaching of the theology of St. 
Thomas Aquinas in all seminaries; his 
1891 encyclical, Rerun Novarum (on the 
condition of labor), marks start of modern 
Catholic social teaching. 

1939-45: Holocaust. Hitler's World War 
II extermination of 6 million Jews provokes 
profound rethinking, in postwar decades, 
of Catholic and Christian attitudes toward 
Jews and Judaism. 

1945-90: Rise and fall of communism. 
Religious persecution that started with 
Russian Revolution in 1917 reaches its 
zenith following World War II as commu
nist hegemony spreads across Eastern Eu
rope and into China, North Korea and 
North Vietnam, creating a new age of mar
tyrs. Communism's collapse in Eastern Eu
rope and former Soviet Union restores re
ligious freedom to millions of believers. 

I960-??: Catholic ecumenism. Catholic 
Church's entry into 20th-century ecu
menical movement transforms Catholi
cism and the whole Christian unity move
ment. Collaboration, shared prayer, 
dialogue and joint declarations of com
mon faith replace separatism, apologetics 
and emphasis on what divides. 

1962-65: Second Vatican Council. Re
form council seeks to re-engage church in 
contemporary world and to renew liturgy, 
Scripture study and virtually every other 
aspect of Catholic life, including better ap
preciation of other Christians and other 
religions; reformulates traditional teach
ings on religious freedom and the state's 
role in religions matters. 

1978-??: Pope John Paul II. First non-Ital
ian pope since 1523 sets implementation 
of Vatican II and new evangelization for 
third millennium as agenda of his pontifi
cate, oversees new codes of church law, 
new universal catechism, Catholic-Luther
an declaration of agreement on justifica
tion. He travels over 700,000 miles, more 
than all previous popes combined. 

Contributing to this report were Lou Panar-
ale in Washington and John Tliavis, Cindy 
Wooden and John Norton in Rome. 

Chemun 
Schuyler 

Health 
• MON, DEC. 2 0 -

Diabetic support group: St. 
Joseph's Hospital, Cusick meet
ing room, 555 East Market S L , 
Elmira; 7-8 p.m.; also every 
third Mon.; call Cheryl, 
607/737-7800. 

• WED, DEC. 22 -
Widow/widower support 
group: Su Joseph's Hospital, 
executive conference room, 555 
East Market St., Elmira; 4 p.m.; 
also every Wed.; call Connie, 
607/733-1084. 

Religious Activities 
• DEC. 17 - Advent Soup 

& Scripture: sponsored by Our 
I-ady of Lourdes F'aith forma
tion; Our I^idy of Lourdes 
Church Hall, Elmira; noon-1 
p.m.; for reservations call 
Maggie, 607/734-0727. 

Monroe 
County' 

Entertainment 
• THRU DEC. 26 - Play: , 

A Christmas Carol; Geva 
Theatre, 75 Woodbury Blvd., 
Rochester; for tickets, call 
716/2324382. 

• FRI, DEC. 17 - Dancing 
Day: music for Christmas by 
Madrigalia, Roger Wilhelm, 
director; S L Anne Church, 1600 
M L Hope Ave., Rochester; 
8 p.m.; $12/adulls, $10/seniors, 
$5/studenLs; 716/2344283. 

• SUN, DEC 19 -
Concert: adult choir and 
senior handbell choir. Holy 
Cross Church, 4492 Lake Ave., 
Rochester; 3 p.m.; donations 
accepted; 716/663-2244. 

• SUN, DEC. 19 -
Christmas concert: Gregory 
Kunde Chorale; Our Lady of 
Mercy High School auditorium, 
1437 Blossom Rd., Rochester; 4 
p.m.; donations accepted; 
716/377-7568. 

Fundraisers 

• SUN, DEC. 19 - Holiday 
concert: Greece Performing 
Arts Society; to benefit 
Greece food shelf: Sl. John 
the Evangelist Church, 2400 
Ridge Rd. West, Gieece; 7 p.m.; 

non-perishable food item or $5; 
716/234-5636. 

Meetings 
• JAN. — Training: classes 

for ombudsman program for 
residents in nursing homes and 
adult homes; must be over 
21; 716/454-3224, exL 175. 

Religious Activities 
• DEC. 21-25 - Christmas 

worship: St. Judc's Church, 
4100 LyellRd., Gates; Tue., 
Advent Penance service, 7:30 
p.m.; Fri., Christmas Eve 
Masses, 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., mid
night; Sat., Christmas Day 
Masses, 8 & 10 a.m., noon. 

• TUE, DEC 21 - Marian 
Night of Prayer Mercy 
Motherhouse Chapel, 1437 
Blossom Rd., Rochester; 
7 p.m., divine mercy chaplet, 
rosary, reconciliation; 7:30 p.m.. 
Mass; Fr. Robert Werth, cele
brant; 716/288-2710. 

• TUE, DEC. 21 -
Registration deadline: for Jan. 
1, Sabbath Saturday, "fallow 
time"; Mercy Pi aver Center, (">f> 
Highland Ave., Rochester; 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.: also c\erv first Sat.; 
free; 716/473-6893: 

Seneca 
Cayuga * 

Fundraisers 
• THRU DEC. 23 - Gift-

wrapping booth: to benefit S L 
Joseph's School of Cayuga 
County; Fingerlakes Mall, 
Auburn; for hours, call 
315/253-2567. 

Steuben 
County 

Religious Activities 
• SUN, DEC. 19 -

Televised Mass: cable channel 
13, channel 48; 10-11 a.m.; 
videotaped Sat. 4:30 p.m.; St. 
Patrick's Church, Corning. -

Tompkr 
Tioga in? 

Religious Activities 
• TUE, DEC 21 -

Christmas Memorial Prayer 
Service: for those grieving loss 
of loved one; McAuley Center, 
St. Patrick's Church, 300 Main 
St., Owego; 7 p.m.; call Betty 
or Eamonn, 607/642-3328. 

Yates j i 
On ta r io 

Wayne 
Entertainment 

• SAT, DEC. 18 -
Dancing day: music for 
Christinas by Madrigalia; 
United Methodist Church, 
Cahandaigua; 7 p.m.; 
$12/adulLs, $10/seniors, 
$5/studcnts; 716/396-0087. 

Social Activities 
• NOV.-JAN. 2 -

Holiday light show: 
Sonnenberg Gardens, 151 
Charlotte St., Canandaigua; 
5:30-9 p.m.; $6.50/adults, 
$3.50/children, 4-12; 716/394-
492. 


