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Christmas Appeal 
Child inspires nun with holiday spirit 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

Just before last Christmas, Sister Julia 
M. Norton, RSM, pastoral associated Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Rochester, 
received a phone call from a single moth­
er who had cancer. The mother asked that 
Sister Norton come to her apartment and 
pray with her. 

While they were praying in the woman's 
kitchen, the woman's 8-year-old daughter 
came out and asked Sister Norton if she 
wanted to see the family Christmas tree. 
The mother interjected that the sister 
wouldn't want to see it, but the girl was in­
sistent, so Sister Norton accompanied the 
girl into the living room. 

"All it was was a little drawing of a 
Christmas tree taped to the wall," Sister Norton recalled 
added that the girl was quite happy about the "tree 
made. 

"She was proud of her drawing," Sister Norton said. "That 
spoke to me well of her mother, that even though things were 

very bad, she tried to make the best of it." 
Using funds from the Catholic Couri­

er/Catholic Charities Christmas Appeal, 
as well as parish donations, Sister Norton 
said her parish was able to give the 
woman and her daughter a real Christmas 
tree, tree decorations and furniture as 
well for die sparsely furnished apartment. 
The parish also gave the family food and 
gifts for Christmas, she said. 

"One of the things the litde girl want­
ed was a bicycle," Sister Norton said, not­
ing that she was able to garner a donated 
bike that she gave to the child. "Her eyes 
just got so big," she said, remembering 
the girl's reaction upon seeing the bike. 

Sister Norton added that she's kept in 
contact with the woman since Christmas, 
and tfiat die woman has enjoyed some suc­

cess in battling her cancer through chemodierapy. Sister Nor­
ton also said that she will never forget Christmas 1998 because 
of this family. 

"I just had the joy of pulling together this tree for them," Sis­
ter Norton said. "It certainly made my Christmas." 
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People in need 
Christmas Appeal 

funds are available year-
round to people in need. 
The cases below are typ­
ical of those who re­
ceived funds this past 
year. 

A young single mom with two 
children and no income was able 

to flee a domestic violence situation 
and relocate to a safe and secure envi­
ronment, with $50 in appeal funds. 

i^With $20 assistance, a single 
1"^ mother bought the gasoline she 
needed to travel back and forth to work 
until she got her first paycheck. 
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A homeless man staying in a shelter 
used $21.39 in Appeal funds to pur­

chase insulin needed for his diabetes. He 
had no income and no medical coverage. 

A grandmother on a fixed income 
used $15 to help send an 8-year-old 

granddaughter she was caring for to sum­
mer camp. The money paid for the camp 
application fee. 

Appeal funds of $35 assisted an el­
derly gentleman in purchasing re­

placement glasses after his were broken. 
He was on a fixed income and his insur­
ance would not cover replacement glasses. 
• A teenage mom purchased milk for 

her baby with $20 in Appeal funds 
after her wallet containing a WIC benefit 
check was lost. 

•
With $39 in Christmas Appeal funds, 
a young woman struggling with ad-_ 

diction obtained round-trip bus trans­
portation to a 30-day inpatient counseling 
program. Caseworkers said she had no in­
come and desperately wanted help to re­
gain control of her life. 

•
With $28 in Christmas Appeal funds 
a young disabled woman was able to 

get her telephone turned on for medical 
emergencies. She was on a fixed income 
with nothing left over. 

•
A young woman used $8 to obtain a 
picture ID for temporary agencies so 

she could start working. She was looking 
for work and had no income. 

•
Christmas Appeal funds totaling $30 
assisted a young father with the pur­

chase of special steel-toed work boots so 
he could secure a construction job and 
provide for his two school-aged children. 
The family had no income. 

•
Sarah, an adult with developmental 
disabilities who lives in a family care 

house, was given $45 from the Christmas 
Appeal fund to combine with some of her 
wages and a scholarship to use for Camp 
Joy this summer. Family care providers, 
trained by Catholic Charities Communi­
ty & Residential Services, provide an en­
vironment with support , guidance and 
companionship at the home. 
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How does it work? 
Appeal proceeds are allocated to the 

emergency funds of the following dioce­
san agencies: Catholic Family Center; 
Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes; 
Camolic Chanties of the Southern Tier; 
Catholic Charities of Livingston County 
outreach; Bishop Sheen Ecumenical 
Housing Foundation; and diocesan 
Urban Services. 

PLEASE USE MY DONATION TO 
HELP A NEIGHBOR IN NEED 

Name: . 

Address: 

City:_ 

State: . Zip:_ 
In memory of/In honor of 

MAIL CHECK 

(payable to "Christmas Appeal") 

and this coupon to: 
Christmas Appeal c/o Catholic 

Courier, PO Box 24379 
Rochester, NY 14624 
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UNIQUEGIFTBOUTIQUE 
FOR ALL YOUR GIFT GIVING NEEDS 

WHY PAY MORE? Save 10-40% Every Day 
The Lowest Prices on the Largest Selection of: 

Ornaments • Giftwrap • Greeting Cards • Plush Boyd's Bears • Ty • Puffkins 
Precious Moments Dolls & Accessories • Cherished Teddies • Dreamsicles 

Disney • Looney Tunes • Sesame Street • NFL • Winnie the Pooh • Pretty as a Picture 
1000's of Stocking Stuffers under $5.00 • And So Much More 

65 MAIN ST. • IN THE VILLAGE OF BROCKPORT • 637-9150 
MONDAY THRU SAT 10:30-6 • FRIDAY TIL 8 • CLOSED SUNDAY 

Remember someone at Christmas with a ~ 

PRAYER ENROLLMENT 
A variety of cards are offered for many occasions. 

The name of the enrolled person(s) and your signature 
will be beautifully hand lettered in gold calligraphy. 

Your offering helps support the work of the Cenacle Sisters. 
CENACLE PRAYER ENROLLMENTS 

310 Cenacle Road • Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-2203 
For information or a free brochure call 

Toll f ree 1-877-588-8293 or FAX 1-516-588-9030 

KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS! 
ADVENT WREATHS 

from 

IL<&oman,Qnc. 

$10.00-$120.00 
Advent Candles 

and Devotional 

Literature also available 
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MUSIC * GIFTS * CARDS 

"Meeting the Needs of Today's Catholics' 

1520 Stone Ridge Plaza 
(716) 663-5085 • 1-800-755-6467 

Mail orders welcome 

Advent Wreaths • Nativities • Ornaments • Angels • Blessing Cups 
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CREATOR'S 
HANDS 

A GALLERY OF ART AND CRAFT 
336 Amett Boulevard • 235-8550 

OPEN 7 D A Y S A WEEK 

Wall Crosses • S tock ing Stuffers ' C a n d l e s ' M u g s ' G l a s s Paperwe igh ts ^ 
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