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Advent a time to touch deeper realities

As you may know from what I have writ-
ten in years past, I love the season of
Advent. Its invitation to be alert — to be
attentive to deeper realities — is one that I
welcome. It is one that I need.

It is good for me to remember that what
God begun has in us in Christ, God will
bring to completion when Christ returns
in glory. That awareness helps in many
ways. For example, I am much more

inclined toward hope and optimism in the .

face of my faults and failings, sins and lim-
itations. Those are certainly real, but
Advent reminds me that they do not
define me. Indeed, Advent offers the real
encouragement that things can get better
and that growth is possible.

I also appreciate Advent's reminder to
be people who are attentive in prayer.
Daily experience and conversation with
you leave little doubt in my mind that a
great many people today feel that they are
overloaded with activity. I get the sense
that these activities are very good individ-
ually but that, taken together, they can be
very burdensome on those who engage in
them.

As I understand from those who com-
ment on the experience, these activities
keep them on the go all of the time! As a
result, they cannot enjoy the individual
events as much as they would like because,
immediately after they are over, there is at

By BisHop MATTHEW H. CLARK

least a figurative wish to get on to the
next. As a result there is little opportunity
to think about, talk about and, therefore,

learn from the significant moments of life.

The second effect of this activism of
which I hear quite often is that it takes
away time and diminishes energy for the
quieter, more contemplative pursuits that
tend to strengthen the body and rest the
spirit. I refer to such things as enjoying
leisurely meals at home frequently enough
that family members can be in good touch
with and express their care about what all
of the others are up to. For so many that
kind of sharing is quite important to the
natural deepening and maturing. of rela-
tionships that are important to all of us.

It interested me that during the
National Catholic Youth Congress in St.
Louis, several young people spoke of fami-
ly meals. In some cases, meals were very
positive occasions for the family. People

prayed together, shared information, told
stories of their days, discussed matters of
interest and, generally, had a good time
together. Others who did not have such
meal experiences left no doubt with us
that they wished they did.

One final example: Some of the young
people spoke about family prayer. Most -
were accustomed to prayers of blessing
and thanksgiving at the table. Some also
enjoyed the practice of a brief time of
prayer at the end of a meal for those at
the table and for the persons and con-
cerns mentioned during their conversa-
tion. One young man mentioned that his
family prayed the rosary together each
day; and a few enjoyed reflecting with
family on a passage from Scripture.

I am not trying to push any particular
form of family togetherness or prayer
practice. I just want to note that if you do
feel breathless and strained more often
than you would like, you need not accept
that as a necessary part of life today.
There are some proven ways people have
found to leave the fast track for a while so
that they can enjoy the deeper things life
has to offer.

Whatever it means to you and however
you seek it, I hope that the Advent season
will be a season of special grace to you
and your loved ones.

Peace to all.
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Our Lady is calling you...
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To peace, prayer, and holiness

“PRAY, PRAY, PRAY”

Over 11,000,000 sold in U.S. and 52 foreign countries.

Do you like to be challenged academically?
 Are you highly motivated?
Are you willing to go the extra mile?
Are you a well-rounded eighth grade student?
Then consider the:

Great Prayerbooks

Mary’s Call-Pathway to Holiness

Mary's Call - 4 Keys to Heaven

Magy's Call - Mary, Teach Me to Pray . . ..
Mary's Call - Together In Prayer

Mary’s Call - Glory To The Trinity ~Rosary of Healing - Dana - Audio

Mary's Call - Little Book of Prayers .. ... ) Pray The Rosary - Sr. Mary Lucy - Audio ..
Mary's Call - The Way of the Cross ... ... 1.50 Meaning of the Mass - Sheen Audio

Excellent Reading and Gifts Eucharist: A Legacy of Love -VCR
Catholic Questions: Catholic Answers ..., 1099  1n¢ Song of Bemadette - VCR
A Father Who Keeps His Promises ...... 1399  The Pope-Life of John Paul II -VCR
Millennium Insurance . . 11.99 A Celebration of Padre Pio - VCR
The Final Harvest -Wayne Weible 1395 Avdrey’s Life- VCR
The Our Father - Fr. McCarthy 895 Prophecy & New Times - VCR
The Apocalypse and The Third Millesinium  10.99 Ocean of Mercy - VCR Pope John Paul If . 2495
Angles & Devils - Joan Carrol Cruz 1500  Ten Hour Votive (72/$11.00) each 25 °
Michae! The Archangel - Rev Hebert s Six Day Votive (4/56.60) each 175
The Fatima Prophecies - Thomas Petrisko . 140§ ~ Mother Dearest, Mother Fairest - CD 14.95
St. Michael - Rev. Lovaski 395  The Divine Mercy - CD Susanna Brown .. 14.95

St. Gabriel The Archangel - Rev. Lovaski .  2.75 Children Items
Walking With St. Raphael - Rev. Lovaski . 275  Catholic Baby's Ist Bible
After Life - Michael Brown With Mommy's Help Cookbook
Lift Up Your Heart - Fulton Sheen Wooden Kiddie Rosary .
" Coming Chastisement - Bro C. Driscoll . . . Bean Angels - 10” Tall - Boy or Girl
Listening To God - Fr. Bill McCarthy . . .. My Secret Friend - Guardian Angel VER .. 14.95
The Joy of Being Catholic - Fr. McCarthy . Bible Songs - CD

Mary’ Call
Our Blessed Mother around the World.

504 W. US Hwy 24/P0 BOX 162 SHIPPING:

Salisbury, MO 65281-0162 r

Slﬂ 00 and over add $4.00
660-388-5308 « FAX 660-388-5453 Ayl Phone Orders Accepted With Visa
or Mastercharge Only.

Audio Tapes,
Video Tapes

Candles & CD’s
Rosary - |5 Decade, litanies - Audio
Stations Of The Cross - Audio
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PROGRAMME

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme is the world’s -
most highly regarded high school diploma program. IB is a chal-
lenging path that can lead to scholarships, college credit, and place-
ment at the world’s top universities.

Rochester’s Wilson Magnet High School has applied to be the
first school in Monroe County to-offer the IB Programme, and is
seeking interested cighth-graders

to apply for the Pre-IB ninth grade program for September 2000.

Mary’s Call is a tax exempt corporation.
Any donation you wish to make will

Interested? A placement exam will be given at: help spread the devotion to

Wilson Magnet High School, 501 Genesee Street
Saturday, December Il at 9:15 a.m.
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For more information call 328-3440, ext, 3295

Write for a free cataldg'of over 700 items or Visit us at our web site: www.maryscall.com
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