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Bishops approve norms on Catholic universities 
WASHINGTON (CNS) - The U.S. 

Catholic bishops ended their last general 
meeting of the millennium Nov. 18 by ap­
proving a flurry of documents on topics 
as narrow as bishops' pension benefits 
and as broad as the new millennium it­
self. 

Also endorsed on the final day of the 
Nov. 15-18 meeting were a 10,000-word 
pastoral message on charity and a state­
ment extolling the "blessings of age" and 
asking parishes to make ministry to the 
elderly a priority. 

The bistiops also discussed but did not 
vote on a proposed new document on 
church art and architecture. 

But the most contentious issue facing 
the bishops at their 1999 meeting was re­
solved Nov. 17 with approval of U.S. 
norms implementing Pope John Paul II's 
1990 apostolic exhortation on Catholic 

higher education, Ex Corde Ecclesiae. 
The vote was 223-31 to adopt one of the 

most widely debated and most often rewrit­
ten documents the bishops have handled 
since their pastoral letters on die economy 
and on war and peace in the 1980s. 

Though the college norms remain con­
troversial in the academic community, 
supporters of the norms argued that they 
are needed and have been sufficiently re­
fined to deal with the most serious objec­
tions raised against earlier versions. 

Another major discussion focused on 
plans to merge the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops and U.S. Catholic 
Conference into a single entity called the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

Among the conference officers elected 
were Buffalo's Bishop Henry J. Mansell 
as treasurer, and Msgr. William P. Fay, as 
general secretary-elect. 

In other matters, the bishops approved 
a $52.7 million budget for 2000 and a 
diocesan assessment increase of 1.6 per­
cent in 2001. 

On the last day of their fall general 
meeting, the bishops also approved a doc­
ument on the portability of retired bish­
ops' pensions, as well as statements on 
the elderly and on charity. 

The new pastoral message titled "Bless­
ings of Age" is "going to be very helpful 
to a lot of folks," said Bishop Joseph P. De-
laney of Fort Worth, Texas. 

"We really hope that more and more 
parishes will see ministry to the elderly as 
a very important part of parish life," he 
said, and "will use the wonderful pool of 
talent and experience and time that old­
er folks have to provide ministry ... to 
themselves and to others." 

Without debate, the bishops also ap­

proved "In All Things Charity: A Pastoral 
Challenge for the New Millennium," a 
document that asks Catholics to pledge to 
pray for justice and peace; to learn more 
about church social teachings; to reach 
across race, religion and other types of 
boundaries; and to live more generous 
lives of justice, service to die poor and ad­
vocacy for human life and dignity. 

They overwhelmingly approved a pas­
toral plan on adult faith formation that 
stresses the importance of lifelong edu­
cation to help adult Catholics make their 
faith stronger,. But they deferred until 
June a decision on whether to initiate a 
.project leading to a new national adult 
catechism. 

Several of the bishops* actions — in­
cluding approval of the Ex Corde Ecclesiae 
norms — must be ratified by die Vatican 
before they take effect. 

New state clinic access law concerns church officials 
By Kathleen Schwar 
Assistant editor 

Church officials are calling new state 
legislation to protect access to abortion 
clinics a "slap in the face" to pro-lifers. 

Gov. George Pataki signed into law the 
"Clinic Access and Anti-stalking Act of 
1999" on Nov. 22. The pen he used re­
portedly was going to the widow of Dr. 
Barnett Slepian, the abort ion provider 
who was assassinated in his Buffalo-area 
home in 1998. 

"Symbolically, it's a huge cave-in by a 
traditionally pro-life Senate to accept this 
bill," said Kathleen Gallagher, spokes­
woman for the New York State Catholic 
Conference. She added, "It is a slap in the 
face to pro-life people." 

Suzanne Schnittman, life issues coor­
dinator for the Diocese of Rochester, not­
ed the diocese has been protesting the 
legislation, which was passed several 
times by the House since 1993 and final­
ly by the Senate in July. 

"We're disappointed," she said. "We're 
totally against it, because it is viewpoint-
based discrimination against pro-life ac­
tivists. We object to the law because it 
punishes some demonstrators while not 
punishing others. 

"It looks protective of clinics ... but it 
does not fundamentally change the legal 
position of demonstrators," she added. 

The law also establishes stalking as a 
specific crime and strengthens penalties 
against Stalkers. New York had increased 
penalties for such behavior under men­

acing, harassment and assault statutes be­
ginning in 1992. 

The law imposes increased penalties 
on a person who blocks or attempts to 
block access to a health-care facility, ac­
cording to Assemblywoman Susan John, 
D-Monroe County, sponsor of the legis­
lation. It also imposes increased penal­
ties on a person who damages or at­
tempts to damage the property, or who 
injures or attempts to injure a "person in 
order to discourage the person from 
seeking or providing reproductive health 

services. 
Gallagher noted that the law, which 

goes into effect Dec. 1, will give a higher 
criminal penalty to people obstructing ac­
cess to an abortion clinic based on the 
"why" of their actions, than to others. 

This year the bill passed 54-5 in the 
Senate, with no legislators within the 
Rochester diocese's 12 counties voting 
against it, and 116-28 in the House, with 
Assemblyman Charles Nesbitt the only 
legislator within the diocesan area voting 
against it, according to the New York State 
Catholic Conference. Nesbitt represents 
parts of Genesee, Orleans and Monroe 
counties. 

"The Feal tragedy is that this is not 
about setting good policy for the citizens 
of New York state. This is about politics," 
Gallagher said. "The legislature felt, the 
governor felt they had to sign this law to 
win elections. 

"We hope and pray that law enforce­
ment officials will enforce this new law 

jusUy," Gallagher added. 

We're 95% leased. Call us today! 

"We fell inlove with 
the peace of mind." 

taking care of a house became 

more trouble than it iras irorth for my 

wife and me, so ire started looking 

into various retirement options and 

decided Chapel Oaks iras the ideal 

place to go. The staff is so attentive to 

our ever}/ desire. We recently zrent to 

Grand Cayman and when ire 

came back, our apartment was safe, 

secure and immaculately clean. 

X'oir that's service!" 

•John and Betty I ulton 

Rochester, Seir York 

The French call it joie de vivre, or love of life. 

That ability to approach life joyfully and fully 

appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, 

residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester 's newest and 

finest rental retirement community, are finding the 

joy of retirement living. Once you 've experienced 

life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling 

in love with the t rue joy of living all over again. 

f a l l in love with the tradition of St. Ann 's of 

X. Greater Rochester, Inc., w h o for 125 years has 

provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St. 

Ann 's campus a,nd just minutes away from 

Rochester 's finest shopping, entertainment and 

cultural activities. The independence to continue an 

active life style without routine maintenance and 

tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept 

with n o entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks 

Rochester 's most affordable retirement living 

options. The convenience of exceptional services and 

amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom 

apar tment homes. Or, fall in love with the security 

and peace of mind that comes from having priority 

access to a full con t inuum of health care services 

right on the St. Ann 's campus . 

I ^ J e t i r e m e n t is your t ime to seize the day and 

J. X. life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." P l e a s e ca l l ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 

for more information about Chapel Oaks 
or to arrange your personal tour. Once 
you see all that we have to offer, you may 
just find yourself falling in love with the 
true joy of living all over again! 

S T . A N N ' S 
C H A P E L O A K S 

Full of Life 
1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 

(716) 342-3052 

An affiliate of Sc. Ann's of Greater Rochester, Inc. 
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