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hn urges 'repent/ baptizes hundreds 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

Isaiah stood at the top of the hill so he 
could be seen by all of the people. He 

shouted as if he would burst if he did 
not proclaim the wonderful message 
God had given to him. 

"Be comforted, children of God, for 
you are free! A voice will call out to you 
from the desert and say, 'Prepare the 
way, for the Lord is coming!'" 

Seven hundred years after the 
prophecy of Isaiah, a man with a long 
beard, thick brown hair, and intense 
blue eyes walked in the hot sun of the 
desert. He wore a cloak made from 
camel's hair and a belt made of leather. 
When the first town he had seen since 
his journey began'came into view, he 

b raised both of his hands into the air and 
" declared, "The town is where you said it 

would be, my God, and I can see the Jor
dan River. Now I will do what you 
asked me to do." 

The man ran toward the gate of the 
village. "Repent, repent," he cried. 

The people who were in the village 
looked at the strange man. 

"Who are you?" they asked. "What is 
it you wish us to repent from?" 

"My name is John. I am the voice in 
the desert Isaiah spoke of. Repent from 
your sins against God, who is waiting to 
forgive you. I tell you there will be a 
man coming behind me who has the 
power of the heavens. I am not even 
worthy enough to fasten the sandals 
around his feet." 

"What do we have to do?" the people 
asked. 

"I will be at the river. Ask for the for
giveness of God and be baptized. I will 
baptize you with water, but the one who 
comes after me will baptize you with 
his Holy Spirit." 

So the people came. One after the oth
er, hundreds of them, from the nearby 
towns, from Jerusalem, from all over 
Judea. And John baptized every one. 
"Prepare a place for the Lord in your 
homes and in your hearts. The Scrip
tures foretold that God will reveal the 
power of his glory. And I tell you this, 
we shall see it happen! Our God will 
rule his kingdom with authority and 
with compassion. He will hold us in his 
arms. Like a shepherd who watches 
over his flock, we are the sheep that he 
loves. Repent, repent!" 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Isaiah 40, Mark 1 
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GENERAL SERVICES SERVICES 

Announcement 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or re
pairs. Quality work; reasonable 
prices. 716/392-5076. 

Gutter Cleaning & 
Repair 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience m office. 
Imutcholri mining and 

deliveries. ^ . 

Ilig mSmalL Wr dn Ihrm .Ml! 
473-6610/47*4357 

'n .\riiti|(!iin Si. Rnrhnler NY 141507 
NYnoT«!K57 

Help Wanted 

Moms & Dads . . 
WORK FROM HOME 

Raise your own kids, 
earn great money. „ 

We'll teach you how. 
1(888) 260-7463 pin #0167 

GUTTER CLEANING 
& REPAIR 

New Heavy-Duty Aluminum 
& Galvanized Gutters 

Bernard K. Bayer & Son 
est. 195.2 (716)381-0812 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Handyman 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Ext./int. paint
ing. Basement • walls 
repaired/painted.Cellar win
dows replaced. Gutter re
pairs/cleaning. Carpentry. All 
repairs. Small jobs welcome. 
Sr. discount 10%. NYS Certi
fied. 392-4435 or 323-2876. 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to buy 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linens. 
Wanted: complete estates and 

households. Sell to me for cash or 
I will conduct a sale for you. 

Marilyn's Antiques 
716-647-2480 

PROFESSIONAL HANDY
MAN SEEKS interior painting, 
gutter cleaning/repair, water
proofing, tree/bush trimming, 
odd jobs. Reasonable rates. In
sured. 716/669-2584. 

Home Improvement 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser
vice. Will do odd jobs.No job 
too small. Call Ken 716/247-
8785. 

Travel 

SPECIAL 

DISCOUNT CRUISES 
Call Darlene 

All Seasons 1 ravel 
d37-2114 

mmr- s£&V 

0M7l&$2$434Q to advertise in the Courier Classifieds 
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Illustration by Linda Jeanne Rivers 

Q&A 
1. What was the message of the voice 

Isaiah described? 

2. How did the people respond to John's 
message? 

Bible Trivia 
Who was the another of 

John the Baptist? 
Send Answer to: Catholic 

Courier Bible Trivia, P.O. Box 
24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 
Please include your name, 
address and school name. . 

All entries must be re
ceived by Dec. 2,1999. A win
ner will be selected at random 
from all the correct entries 
submitted. 

There was no winner for 
last month's question, Which 
two other men helped Paul 
write his First Letter to the 
Thessalonians? 

TRIVIA ANSWER: Timo
thy and Silvanus (1 Thes 1:1) 

Bible Accent 
Baptism is one of the, sacra

ments of initiation, the other two 
being first Communion and con
firmation, and it has been one of 
the most important sacraments 
from the earliest days of the 
church. 

When the Holy Spirit visited 
the Apostles on the day of Pente
cost, Peter invited the people 
who had been watching ihe 
event to "repent and be bap
tized." Whenever new people 
joined the church, they were im
mediately encouraged to be bap
tized. According to the Cate
chism of the Catholic Church, 
baptism frees us from sin and en
ables us to "confess the faith" of 
the church. 

The church also expects those 
who have been baptized to sup
port each other in the ChriBtian 
experience and to increase..their 
own fajth. through a,;liieriof 
prayer. Baptism symbolizes a life 
cleansed fronv sin and a birth in
to a new UYê  wrkch is filted^with 
God's grace. . .••„ ,j... . 

' & Cle|^i|^(ipHhe 
and heplked-
timl ^M&? 
Paid. He may even hife jSefP 
baptized by Peter/ 13ur1$§%Ame 
where he was banished by iihe 
emperor; to hard manual Tabor, 

could be us&Jfor drinking water 
by tile slave* f&oif to,fl#5fhe 
only water fit to drink was;iriiles 
away. He preached wherever he 
was, and he was so persuasive 
that 75 churches were built to ac
commodate the many people 
who became Christians because 
of his influence. 

One of his important acts as 
pope was to write a letter to the 
Church in Corinth to settle a dis
pute its members were having 
among themselves. This was the 
first letter that demonstrated.the 
far-reaching authority of the 
pope to settle matters in other 
churches. Legends say that 
Clement had an anchor tied to 
his body and he was thrown into 
the Black Sea, where he 
drowned. We remember him on 
Nov. 23. 

Puzzle 
Using the reverse alphabet code (a=z, b=y, c=x, etc.), 
unscramble the message to learn the name of the 

weeks leading up to Christmas. 
Answers on Page 9. 
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