
PAGE 8 THURSDAY NOVEMBER 11,1999 

FEATURE 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER. N.Y. 

Christian band to rock Elmira high school Nov. 15 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

KLMIRA — The weight of the world is not 

nn my shoulders. 
It's carried Irs the one 1 Ixwe. 
I .ana' Nielsen, who penned these lines, 

knows ;i lot about the weight of the world 
,ind the importance of love. 

When he was IB, Nielsen was going 
clown a rough load. A product of a broken 
home affected bv alcohol abuse, Nielsen 
had begun to dabble in witchcraft and Sa
tanism. 

That all changed, he said, when he was 
brought to an overnight youth lock-in at a 
Catholic church. 

"A friend of mine knew I was going com
mit suicide," Nielsen said in a telephone in
terview. 

"I walked in and I just had a radical, rad
ical conversion with the Holy Spirit. I knew 
that what I felt, at the time, was pure love." 

More than a decade later, Nielsen is still 
on fire from his experience. He conveys his 
message of loving Christ through the Chris
tian rock band he founded, Angel Hill. 

The group, based out of Boulder, Colo., 
will appear at Elmira Notre Dame High 
School Monday, Nov. 15, for a 7 p.m. con
cert. It will mark the two-year-old band's de
but appearance in the Rochester Diocese. 

Karen Kilpatrick said that she and the 
Notre Dame Parents Committee sought out 
Angel Hill after she saw them appear on 
the Eternal Word Television Network 
(EWTN) program "Life On the Rock." 

"It's something we need to make avail
able to teens," said Kilpatrick, a member of 
St. Casimir Church, whose son Cory at
tends Elmira Notre Dame. "The kids are lis
tening to so much garbage, and it's anti-
Christian, even if they don't realize it." 

Jill Williams, ND's senior class vice-pres-
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Angel Hill members, from left to right: John Fitch, Lance Nielsen and Mike Binder. 

ident, has helped promote the concert in 
school. After listening to Angel Hill, she re
alizes that Christian rock is much different 
from church hymns, even though the mes
sage is the same, she said. 

"I like it. It just sends a positive message," 
said Jill, 17, a parishioner at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church. 

Angel Hill's style, according to Nielsen, 
covers "pop, grunge, alternative and reg
gae." Nielsen, 27, serves as lead vocalist and 
guitarist. The other two core members=are 
guitarist Mike Binder, 20, and drummer 
John Fitch, 19. 

Nielsen noted that Angel Hill's self-titled 
debut CD has been picked up for distribu
tion by HeartBeat Records, an Iowa-based 
company featuring Catholic artists. The CD 
is also sold at their concerts. 

Nielsen said Angel Hill's two appear
ances on EWTN have helped boost the 

band's air play on Christian-rock radio sta
tions around the country. Angel Hill often 
draws concert crowds of at least 3,000, he 
said, and has played for as many as 12,000. 
Angel Hill is currently working on a second 
album, to be tided "Pillars of Fire." 

The group's focus goes beyond advanc
ing its musical career. Nielsen said that An
gel Hill Ministries also includes a prison 
ministry and a mission to the poor. And, 
the outreach seeks to give young musicians 
exposure by allowing them to perform at 
Angel Hill concerts. 

True to the band's focus, admission for 
its concert at Elmira Notre Dame will be a 
minimum of one can of food to be donat
ed to charity. 

Angel Hill's concerts have some inter
esting wrinkles as well, Nielsen said. 

"We literally do a combination of min
istry," Nielsen remarked. "Midway through 
the concert we stop and share testimony — 
where we came from and how God helped 
us through that We praise and worship to
gether with the audience." 

Nielsen,,who was confirmed a Catholic 
two years ago, said he strongly encourages 
young Catholics to affirm their faith by be
coming part of the growing Chrisdan-rock 
movement. 

"If you're a Catholic and you're a musi
cian, God may call you in a million differ
ent directions," he said. "As long as we 
don't hide that fact, for fear of persecu
tion." 
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YEAR END CLEARANCE 
Best Gift Bargain 

HOLIDAY SEASON SPECIAL 
a package of 

3 Books 
for 

$14.50 
With (2) full Color 8"xl0" Posters 

o $42.00 Value, s/h included 
American library Assoc. Nominee for: 

"A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR" 
by: Maia Wojciechowska 
Newbery Award Author 

Dreams of Soccer A fascinating story about 
a family who loves SOCCER spanning, gener
ations. Acclaimed, the best road map to the 
most popular game on earth for both girls & 
boys. ..."writes with powerful talent,..although 
written for teenagers it should be also read by 
parents" Buffalo. New York News 

Dreams of Super Bowl: A story about a 
team of two within a team-, a friendship from 
high school through Notre Dame, then their 
challenge - at the Super Bowl, on opposing 
teams" The Author tells a perceptive story, 
extraordinary book' Howard Cross, N. Y Giants 

Dreams of Golf, (hard cover - Color illustrat
ed) Dreams to spend more time with Dad, 
who's dream is to win the Masters at Augusta. 
A very touching tale of a golf profamiiy, rela
tionships, goals and heroes. "Dreams of Golf is 
a lovely book, tells a very fascinating story" 

Ben Hogan 

Order early receive all three 
books before Christmas for gifts! 

Clip out & Send with $14.60 
check or Money order to: 

Pebble Beach Press, P.O. Box 1171 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953 

Name: 

Address: 

HEALING RETREAT 

ADDITIONAL LITURGIES 
Saturday, Dec. 4, 7:30 pm 

HOLY SPIRIT 
Monday, Dec 6, 7:30 pm -

ST. PIUS THE TENTH 
Tuesday, Dec 7,7:00 pm 

ST. BRIDGETS 
Thursday, Dec. 9-7 pm 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

December 10-11, 1999 
Led by Father Richard McAlear, OMI 

Celebration of Eucharist and 
Prayers for Healing 

Friday, December 10, 1999, 7:30 p.m. 

Day of Spiritual Renewal and 
Teaching on Ministry of Healing 

Saturday, December 11, 1999 
Seminar & Workshop 10-4 p.m. 

Celebration of Eucharist 4:30 p.m. 
BRING BROWN BAG LUNCH: BEVERAGES PROVIDED 

REGISTRATION FEE: $10.00 

is a St. Louis Church 
god 60 S. Main Street 

Pittsford, NY 14534 
INTERPRETED FOR THE HEARING 

IMPAIRED UPON REQUEST 
(716) 586-8053 
(716) 586-7542 

Atpha& 
, omega 
bookstore andlBore 

Choose Trom our wide selection of: 

Books • Bibles • Music (Tapes and CD's) 
Cards • First Communion Gifts • Rosaries 

Church Supplies • Children's Section 

Two locations to serve you: 

1601 Penfield Rd. • (Panorama Plaza) • Penfield 
(716) 381-1250 

125 White Spruce Blvd. • (Southview Commons) • Rochester 
(716) 272-8080 

Open Monday through Saturday 9 am-9 pm 

!REVEREND 
i MOTHER... 
• Innovative*. 
! Hilarious... 

Refreshing.. 
Unique 

Phyl Contestable of "Nunsense" 
fame makes House Calls. She'll deliver 

Reverend Mother to your Holiday Parties... 
wedding...bar mitzvah...birthday... 

anniversary...retirement...any special occasion 
- a ROAST they'll long remember ; 

If "LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE"™ 
she provides a healthy dose! 

Call Now 442-4363 
to reserve Reverend Mother 

Last minute or long range events 

Looking for Quality 
Printing? 

Call us for... 
Carbonless 

Forms 
Through a special arrangement 

between Wayuga Press and the 
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depart
ment, you can now get quality, 
affordable typesetting and printing. 

Q'm us a call for four next job! 
COURIER GRAPHICS • 716-321-4340 

WAYUGA PRESS • 315-754-68? 


