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Joy of priesthood knows no age limit 
Father Dick Brickler and I were kidding 

about age in a conversation this morning. 
The gist of the exchange was our aware
ness that at an earlier time in our lives 
both of us thought our current ages were 
old beyond belief and would leave us with 
precious little energy for anything very 
constructive. 

Although the veteran pastor of St. 
Boniface and I both acknowledge that, 
while we don't beat out as many infield 
hits as we once did, we do not feel much 
different than we did in those earlier 
years. We're also happy to say that we put 
in pretty full days, love our work and draw 
considerable energy from it. 

At a recent luncheon, the presence of 
two of our senior priests, Father Robert 
McNamara and Father Elmer Heindl, 
reminded me that there is no automatic 
chronological limit to the associations, 
activities and interests that continue to 
teach our senior brothers and sisters about 
life and continue to benefit the communi
ties that are beneficiaries of their dynamic 
presence. For example, Father Elmer, who 
lives and ministers generously at St. 
Charles Borromeo, Greece, is particularly 
known for his ministry to veterans' 
groups. Father McNamara continues to 
distinguish himself through his historical 
research and writing. Most recently he 
published his updated history of the 
Diocese of Rochester. 

I find the achievement of these individ
uals — and I could name many others just 
like them — to be quite inspiring. They do 
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much good for a large number of groups 
and individuals. But even more, I am 
impressed by the spirit in which they do 
the work and by the dispositions they have 
toward those who benefit from their acts 
of ministry. There is a note of joy about 
them. They convey a sense that it is an 
honor for them to serve their sisters and 
brothers, that they are happy to place 
their God-given gifts and life experiences 
at the disposal of others. 

I think my father got me off on this line 
of thought today. At morning prayer I was 
very much aware that, had he lived, Dad 
would have celebrated his 91st birthday 
today, November 8. He would have been 
just a shade older than Fathers Elmer and 
Robert. I was wondering what life might 
have been like — his and mine — if he had 
lived this long rather than having been 
called to God in 1977 just short of his 
69th birthday. 

Had he been left with us and remained 
consistent with the patterns of his life, he 
would likely have continued to place him
self at the sense of others through volun

teer work.' He would also, I am sure, have 
continued to help people enjoy their com
mon activities through his easy manner 
and gift of humor. 

At 62 years of age, J do hope that God 
will allow me many more years of life and 
ministry. I full well realize that the passing 
of years will mean changes in how I live 
out my ministry. That's for sure. 

But I hope that, whatever specific 
shapes that ministry may take, it will 
always be in the kind of spirit I have noted 
in the friends I mentioned here. That will 
be a cause for joy, teach about life and be 
of genuine benefit to others. 

I hope there are some people in your 
life who can get you excited about your 
own future — people who somehow help 
you identify the values that will bring you 
the kind of peace you seek and who will 
suggest to you safe paths by which you can 
confidently seek those values. 

One final note: Just as we may be mind
ful of the encouragement and support 
offered to us by those who have gone 
before us, I hope that we do all we can in 
support of those who come after us. Few 
gifts are as important, are of such lasting 
impact to those who are growing and 
maturing, than the encouragement and 
support of those who are willing to share 
their life experiences with them. 

Those who have reviewed such gifts 
understand that well and should have little 
difficulty passing on freely what they have 
freely received. 

Peace to all. 

ii Tpvery day, against a backdrop of war and 

I J great suffering Simon Garang offers the 

people of his homeland the greatest gift of all: the 

hope and peace that come only from Christ. 
Simon is a catechist in Sudan, 
proclaiming the Gospel 
among people who so need to 
experience the love of Jesus. 
"Catechists in Sudan are the 
pillars of the Church," says 
Archbishop Cesare Mazzolari 
of Rumbek in Sudan. 
"Without them, vast areas 
would be without the Church, 
the t rue source of hope." 

There are 400,000 catechists in the Missions like Simon 
who depend on help from the Propagation of the Faith to 

continue the work of spreading the Gospel 
of hope into the next millennium. Through 
a Gift Annuity with the Propagation of the 
Faith you can help Mission catechists and 
provide yourself with income for the rest of 
your life at a favorable rate of return. Bishop 
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Please mail coupon to: Bishop William J. McCormack, National Director, 

Propagation of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10001 

• Please send information on your Gift Annuity 

For the Church in the Missions today, 1 enclose... 
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Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
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Pays: $30 Daily 

Calendars! 
\? Monthly Special Days: 

$50 on the 8th 
$100 on the 18th 
$150 on the 28th 

3 Grand Prize Days in 2000: 
$250 on June 13th 
(St. Anthony s Day) 

$250 on November 23rd 
(Thanksgiving) 

$1,000 on Sept 14th 
(Feast of the Holy Cross) 

Play the Holy Cross Lucky Daily 
Number Calendar for the Whole 
Year. Your S30 will help offset 
the cost of the Parish Budget 
along with helping to educate 
the young men and women 
of Holy Cross School. 

Dally Winners from the 
New York State Daily Lottery Numbers 
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Order Yours NOW! 
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• Mastercard 
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Please make checks payable to Holy Cross Church. 
And return to: Holy Cross Church/Lucky Calendar • 4492 Lake Ave. • Rochester, NY 14612 


