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Hymns win, will 'sing in' New Year 
By Kathleen Schwar 
Staff writer 

To celebrate the Great Jubilee Year 2000, 
parishes across the diocese will unite in 
singing the works of two area composers. 

Can Ratcliffs "Sing of Our God" and 
! I. Ricardo "Ri(" Ramirez' "Te Deum" won 
a diocesan hvmn contest for the Jubilee 
vear. Ramirez' hvmn was designed for 
parish cucharistic celebrations on Dec. 31-
|an. 1. Ratcliffs will serve as the opening 
In mil at evening praver celebrations over 
which Bishop Matthew H. Clark is to pre­
side in the diocese's various regions. 

"I'm elated at having won because it not 
onh shows a desire for new and exciting 
hvmns but it also shows we are in a great 
time of creativity," said Ramirez, who re­
cently became director of music at Corpus 
Christi Church, in Rochester. He wrote the 
music to Herman Stuempfle's poetic ver­
sion of the ancient.I^atin hvmn of praise 
"Te Deum." 

Ramirez, said both winning hymns are fit­
ting for Jubilee services as thev reflect thai 
"i lete we are at a wonderful celebration of 
2000 vears, rejoicing over our history and 
looking forward to the future." 

Similarly pleased. Ratclif"f said, "I am 
thrilled. I do write a fair amount of church 
music, and I'm always glad when it finds a 
home and meets a need." 

Noting that the submissions were anony­
mous, he said, "People are really picking 
this because it says something to them." 

Ratcliff is 
music direc­
tor for First 
Presbyter­
ian Church 
of Pittsford 
and has 
composed 
music for 
various de­
nomina­
tions. His 
"Loving 
Hands" 

hymn is often used at Catholic weddings. 

The diocesan Office of Liturgy intro­
duced both hymns during Leadership Days 
in August. It planned to have demo tapes in 
the mail to parishes by late September. Al­
so, the chief Jubilee hymn, "Te Deum," will 
be sung at an Oct. 2 Eucharist during the 
Catholic Charities USA annual conference. 

Joan Workmaster, diocesan director of 
liturgy, said it was' unusual for the diocese 
to sponsor a hymn contest. "Because of the 
Jubilee year, we felt this would be a time to 
do several things," she said. "Firstly, to pro­
vide hymnody for the entire diocese to be 
singing and learning that would unite us in 
prayer. Secondly, it would be a good lime to 
recognize composers who are part of the 
diocese, to recognize their talent and abili­
ty." 

Eight judges from the diocese, parishes 
and such organizations as the National As­
sociation of Pastoral Musicians' and World 

Librarv Publications' made the selections. 
Twenty composers with ties to the diocese 
were invited to compete. 

Both Ratcliff and Ramirez have extensive 
backgrounds, in music. Ratcliff, a pianist, 
has been a conductor and professor at East­
man School of Music, and composer in res­
idence at the Strasenburgh Planetarium. 
He currently is a keyboardist with the 
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Ramirez, an organist, teacher and chore­
ographer, served as organist at the 1993 
Synod celebration and other diocesan cel­
ebrations. He's also been music director at 
St. Ambrose and Blessed Sacrament 
churches in Rochester, 

He said he begins composing by study­
ing the words. "I try to carry them in my 
head. I might be sitting widi a cup of cof­
fee or walking with that. There is a point of 
contemplation," he said. "From there, the 
muses, if you will, come." 

"I had a tune diat was rattling around," 
Ratcliff said, adding that he sits at the piano 
all day long composing. "A hymn is very 
hard, because it's one page long — that's 
all," he said. "... I am constantly reevaluat­
ing, trying to find freshness, avoid cliche, 
find right match of images, of words, of 
rhythms, of tune, of the singing voice." 

In "Sing of Our God," he added, "A cou­
ple times the word 'timeless' comes in, and 
that's part of the effect of the song, I think, 
to get a sense of timelessness, the largeness 
of God, of a bigger picture, as we're cross­
ing the millennium point." 

Halloween dance kicks off Christmas Appeal 
The Catholii Courier and Odyssey, the 

diocesan voung-adull network, will 
(g)hosl a-benef it Halloween dance for 
voting adults (21 + ) on Friday. Oct. 29. 

All pnxeeds will go to the Ciitholu 
Couriei 'Catholic Charities Christmas Ap­
peal, which helps individuals and families 
lacing linancial emergencies. Admission 
is S10 pet person. 

Festivities will run lioni 8 p.m. to the 
witching hour (midnight) at the lop of 
the Plaza Restaurant, 1400 MidtownTow­
er, Rochester. Dijames Tunes disc-jockev 
service will provide music for dancing. 
Finger foods will be served, and a cash bar 
will be available. Costumes are optional. 

but prizes will be awarded for the best 
ones. 

The Christmas Appeal has been 
a collaborative project of the 
Courier and diocesan Catholic 
Charities since 1969. It has 
helped provide a pool of mon­
ey the various agencies of 
Catholic Charities use all year to 
help people who do not qualify for 
other forms of assistance or whose needs 
must be me before assistance begins. 

The Courier's staff increased its in­
volvement in the appeal in 1996, design­
ing a new logo and organizing a dinner-
theater event featuring the Aquinas 

Follies. 
Workers at Catholic Charities, 

Bishop Sheen Ecumenical Foun­
dation and diocesan Urban Ser­
vices use the year-round fund 
to provide snow boots and 
medications for children, pay 

for furnace repairs and trans­
portation to work, and much 

more. Agencies also use Christmas 
Appeal funds to help with education and 
•job training. 

Further information about the dance is 
available through Odyssey, 716/328-3228, 
ext. 375, or 800-388-7177, ext. 375; or the 
Courier at 716/3284340 or 800-600-3628. 

HOME&HEART 

S T . A N N ' S 
A D U L T D A Y S E R V I C E S 

Full of Life * 

At Sacred Heart Cathedral Rectory Hall 
296 Flower City Park 

Open Monday -Fr iday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

"The Staff of Home & Heart are truly angels of mercy. 
They are a team of professionals working to meet our 
needs. They provide the same love and care that family 
members do. They are truly an extension of our home life. " 

W h o can benefit from Home & Heart? 
Older Adults with chronic illness, memory problems, depression, 
or social isolation. Caregivers who deserve a much needed rest. 

Our range of services for $41.50 a day include: 
Main meal at noon with nutritious snacks, personal care 
& hygiene, supervision & monitoring, exercise & wellness 
programs, medication reminders,.religious and educational activities, 
social, recreational, & intergenerational activities. Transportation 
available at a special rate. 

i This coupon entities you to one visit at St. Ann's 
• Home & Heart Adult Day Center. 
j Call 254- 7760 to schedule your complementary day. 
i (Limit One Coupon per Family) 
! a $41.50 Value 

Josephine Giamis and daughters 
Jenny Reitano and Connie Cannioto 

For more information 
and a tour call 254-7760 

Newspaper 
sends survey 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

As the new millennium beckons, 
the Catholic Courier is surveying its 
readers to find out what they like 
and dislike about the paper, and 
what changes they would like'to see 
it make. 

The survey results will also help 
the Courier's advertising depart; 
ment to attract more advertisers. 

A four-page survey put together 
by the Rochester-based polling firm 
Harris Interactive (formerly the 
Gordon S, Black Corporation), 
along with an explanatory letter 
from Bishop Matthew H. Clark, was 
being mailed to 3,200 subscriber 
households in the diocese on Sept. 
29. 

Karen M. Franz, general manag­
er Jand editor of the Courier, said 
that the newspaper's publisher — 
Bishop Clark, as well as its manage­
ment and board, agreed it was im-' 
portant to conduct a readership sur­
vey at this time. 

"It's been five years, since the last 
survey," Franz said. "It's appropri­
ate at Jhis time to say, 'We've made 
a lot of changes in the last five years, 
and ... to ask how effective the 
changes have been.'" 

In response to data from the last 
survey, conducted in 1994, the 
Courier staff added a number of 
new features and eliminated some 
others. The weekly page for teens 
got a new look and was renamed 
"On the Move." 

Monthly features focusing on se­
nior citizens, parents and young 
adults were added. Weekly coverage 
of high school sports coverage was 
eliminated. 

Also in response to the 1994 sur­
vey, the Courier increased the num­
ber of catechetically oriented sto­
ries it publishes, Franz said. 

She noted that the researchers 
from Harris Interactive hope to re­
ceive at least 800 completed sur­
veys, with a good representation 
from each county of the. diocese. 
Survey-results will be tabulated in 
November, she said. 

lit order to determine whether 
readers in various parts of the dio­
cese have different opinions about 
the newspaper, a code number has 
been printed on the survey forms to 
indicate the recipient's county of 
residence, Franz said. But she em­
phasized that there is no way for the 
researchers or the Courier staff to 
identify any respondent's individual 
responses. 

The new survey contains ques­
tions asking readers what their fa­
vorite features are; what they would 
like to see the paper cover more; 
and how satisfied they are with die 
Courier's quality. 

Changes made to the. paper 
would probably not begin appear­
ing until January, Franz said. 
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