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Bishop
Continued from page 1

claréd martial law in East Timor in a last-
ditch effort to restore order. U.N. Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan Sept. 6 gave
Habibie 48 hours to end the violence or
face international intervention.

Hours prior to the attack on Bishop Be-
lo's residence, militias attacked the dioce-

san complex in Dili, burning several -

buildings. The Carmelite-run Motael clin-
ic in Dili was also attacked, sources in East
Timor said. Attacks were also reported at
a Canossians sisters convent that was shel-
tering refugees and at the International
Committee of the Red Cross headquar-
“ters, located next door to Bishop Bela's
residence. .
Eyewitnesses said militias, which Tim-
orese have said are backed by the In-
donesian military, were seen marching
refugees through the streets of Dili. Ca-
sualty reports were impossible to verify,
but one observer in Dili said more than
100 “would be a conservative number.”

“The people are panicking. You don’t.

think of asking ‘how many people have
died." But with each passing moment,
many people are being killed, many peo-
ple,” said a Salesian nun in Dili, who
spoke by telephone t6 Catholic News Ser-
vice in New York. ‘
_ The latest round of violence came af-
ter the United Nations announced Sept. 4
that East Timorese overwhelmingly re-
jected by a nearly 5-1 margin an Indone-
sian offer of autonomy. Within hours of
the announcement, armed militiamen
went on a rampage in Dili, turning the
city into a fiery nightmare.
“They're destroying this city. There's
nothing left. As I am talking to you, I am
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watching the city burn,” said the Salesian
nun, who spoke with the request of
anonymity. .

“The houses nearby are burning, and
the military is just letting them do it. No
one can do anything at this point, not UN-
AMET, no one. ] don’t know what you can
do, but we need peace-keeping troops in
here right away,” she said.

During a series of conversations with
Catholic News Service, the sounds of au-
tomatic gunfire and explosions from
hand grenades could be heard outside the

Salesian convent, while militia men _

screamed, “Burn, burn” and “Those of
you who are pro-independence come out

Reuters/CNS
East Timorese people pray on the grounds of Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Be-
lo's compound in Dili Sept. 5. Thousands of-people sought refuge on the grounds
of the bishop's home as violence swept the region. Bishop Belo has pleaded for
international peace-keeping troops to help restore peace to East Timor."

and show your faces.”

“There is no one watching over us, no
one,” the nun said. “The police and the
military have retreated. We're all alone
here. Earlier today, an Indonesian mili-
tary officer told us he could no longer
guarantee our safety. The people are
scared. They've been praying the rosary
all day. What eise can we do?”

Reached early Sept. 6, hours before his
home was attacked, Bishop Belo said that
the campaign by the militias was a coup
d’ etat by the Indonesian military to over-
turn the results of the Aug. 30 ballot.

In a statemem released by his biogra-
pher, Arnold Kohen, Bishop Belo plead-

ed for international peace-keeping troops,
a request he has repeated for several
months.

Most of those who remained in East
Timor have fled to the island's rugged
mountainside. Refugees have been pour-
ing into Atambua in _Indoresian-con-
trolled West Timor at the rate of 1,000
per hour, said a humanitarian aid official.

There were reports of severed heads on
sticks on the roads outside Dili.

“Some of our people are leaving lor the
hillside because we can’t olfer them pro-
tection. We have no guns. We are only
women and children and nuns here,
There are no men,” said the Salesian nun,
More than 300 refugees had been living al
the convent in the Balide section of Dili
in carly Seprember,

On Scpt. 4, militias openéd fire on the
nun’s vehicle as she was driving 1o UWN.
headquarters in Dili. She was not inpured
in the attack. '

Across town, a Salesian Fathers comne
plex was sheltering more than 3,000 peo-
ple, mostly men and young boys. Militias
were circling outside the complex’s high
walls and threatened to attack. Police and
military also abandoned the priests’ com-
plex, the nun said. :

Thomas Quigley, senior policy adviser
on Asia for the U.S. Catholic Conference,
was forced to leave East Timor Sept. 4 as
dozens of journalists, clection observers
and nonessential UN. personnel fled the
ceuntry. He rarely left Bishop Belo's com-
pound during the two-day visit.

He said Bishop Belo was “one of the -
few reconciling factors” in East Tinor.

“After the voting results were an-
nounced, he made it clear that there were
no winners, no losers; there was to be no
gloating by independence supporters. He
was playing the role of calming tensions,”
Quigley told Catholic News Service in a
tclephone interview from Bali, Indonesia.
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