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Relief efforts mount

~ VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As the death
toll mounted with tens of thousands feared
dead from the earthquake in northwestern
Turkey, Pope John Paul Il repeated his so-
lace to the victims and their families.

U.S. church officials also expressed their
condolences and urged Catholics to pray
for and send aid to victims of the quake.

During his noon prayer Aug. 22 at his
summer villa in "Castel Gandolfo, Italy,
Pope John Paul said, “The news that con-
tinues to emerge (from Turkey}describesa
situation that goes beyond the contours of
a catastrophe.”

The pope, whose remarks were pub-
lished at the Vatican that day, said he:was
following events in Turkey “with constant
apprehension and profound feeling for
these brothers and sisters who have been
tried so terribly.”

He expressed his condolences for those
who died and prayed that God would show
them mercy. .

The pope-also prayed that the suf] fenng
of those who had lost houses and property
might be alleviated.

in devastated Turkey

He concluded by praying for those who

were coordinating and undertaking relief

operations, from state authorities to sol-

_diers to volunteers. All were enduring

“great pain,” the pope said, amid comfort-
ing and helping others.

The Aug. 17 earthquake, measuring 7.4
on the Richter scale, occurred about at 3
a.m. local time, rocking some of Turkey's
biggest cities and collapsing buildings with
occupants asleep inside, hitting hardest in
a bett of industrial cities east of Istanbul.

Local officials said Aug. 23 that more
than 12,000 people were killed, 33,000 in-
jured. A senjor U.N. disaster relief official
said Turkish authorities requested help in
obtaining 45,000 body bags, because they
feared the death toll could rise dramatical-
ly. . :

Some 200,000 survivors were being
housed in tents at sites lacking basic facili-
ties,

Izmir, about 400 miles from the quake's
epicenter, also felt the powerful fitst shock.

Archbishop Giuseppe Bernardini of
Izmir told the Italian Catholic daily Avvenire
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Four days following the Aug. 17 earthquake, residents of Golcuk, Turkey, con-
tinue to search through debris of destroyed homes for survivors and victims.

that the situation in the earﬁlquake-hil re-
gion was “desperate.”

“The needs of the population are enor-
mous. Who could ever count all thgse who
have been made homeless?” he said.

Catholic Relief Services, the Baltimore-

" based overscas relief and development

agency of the U.S. church, said it would
work with local Catholic partner organiza-
tions to provide watcr, food and shelter.

A statement from Kenneth F. Hackett,
CRS exccutive dircctor, said waler distrib-
ution seemed to be the most urgent necd

in the northwestern region most affected -

by the earthquake. Sanitation, shelter and
health needs would also be immediate pri-
orities, he said.

Bishop Edward™ .
Lafayctte, La., asked that special collections
be taken up at weckend Masses Aug, 2122,
with the total forwarded to CRS. Areh-
bishop Theodore E. McCarrick of Newark,

-N.J., announced he had authorized an

emergency collection to be taken up at all

ODonnell  of

parishes to assist in relief services.

In Philadelphia, Cardinal Anthony |.
Bevilacqua asked Catholics to pray for the
victims, the survivors and their families and
those “who are still missing,” and he

-pledged the archdiocese's support “to the

people of Turkey.”

“The immensity of this tragedy grows
every day,” he said.

In New York, the Catholic Medical Mis-
sion Board announced Aug. 23 it had com-
mitted an initial $35,000 in emergency re-

sponse funds as part of a joint effort with
Caritas Internationalis donors warldwide
that totaled more than $1 nullion.
CMMB will continue working closcly
with its Caritas partners in Turkey and “is

prepared to send medicines and medical
supplies as on-sie emergency teams e
quest,” the announcement said.

“High remperatures combined with
garbage, corpses and sewage waste have
compounded the risk of typhoid, cholera
and other infectious diseases,” it said.
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Supported by the St. Luke’s Medical Association
' and the St. Thomas More Lawyer Guild

Medical Ethics Seminar

Thursday September 30 - Sunday October 3
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Buffalo NY
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- ASSISTED SUICIDE

HOMOSEXUALITY « FAMILY PLANNING
ABORTION « HOSPICE CARE

_ 22 Hours of Category
1 Credit for Physician
Open to Everyone

SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO ALL DIOCESAN EMPLOYEES
Cost: Lay people, clergy and students: $25 per day (does nat include meals)
Physicians and attorneys: $375 total (includes meals)

For further information,
call toll free 1-877-CATHDOC




