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Youth ministry year hits the ground running 
I love them no less. It's just that it takes 

me longer now to recover than it once did 
after I spend the weekend with them. I am 
referring, of course, to our wonderful high 
school kids and their exciting convention 
held last weekend on the campus of SUNY 
Geneseo. 

The event was beautifully planned by 
Michael Theisen and our Diocesan Youth 
Committee, a group of teens and adults 
from every region of our diocese. It flowed 
smoothly because of the DYC and the gen­
erous group of adults who served as chap-
erones and otherwise did all they could to 
ensure a safe and healthy experience for 
the young people. 

But those I mentioned above can do only 
so much. Then it is up to the kids to bring 
life and spirit to the framework that has 
been provided for their enjoyment and 
growth. And bring life and spirit they did. 
They sang and danced, listened attentively 
to the thinking of others and shared their 
own, prayed and played with the kind of1 

energy and enthusiasm possessed only by 
the young. 

I don't know the exact number of partic­
ipants for the weekend. But, I think that 
well over 600 were present to celebrate 
their faith and to learn more about it. This 
they djd in a range of workshops on 
themes of great interest to teens; in liturgi­
cal celebrations of great beauty; and in the 
wide range of activities planned for their 
enjoyment. 

One of the highlights of the weekend for 
me was the penance service we celebrated 

along 
the way 

on Friday evening. The beautiful rite, pre­
pared by our young people, started in 
Wadsworth Auditorium where we began 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation with 
prayer, > Scripture reading and an examina­
tion of conscience. After we had enjoyed 
that time together, 30 priests processed to 
a great lawn, where each had a candlelit 
place for the celebration of the Sacrament. 
The young people who wished to receive 
the sacrament were invited by school grade 
to go to one-of the stations on the lawn, 
after which they joined me to sing the Our 
Father and to receive a final blessing. 

There were several other moving 
moments for me during the convention. I 
think of meeting for dinner and conversa­
tion with the high-school graduates who 
returned on Saturday to spend time togeth­
er reflecting on their post-high-school faith 
experience. Their faith is strong, and their 
honesty is stimulating. They are unafraid to 
name our faults and to call us to better 
things. And, they are generous enough to 
work to make things better..What are they 
looking for? Hospitality and inclusion in 

parish life; respect for their ideas; preach­
ing that is relevant to their life experience; 
and spirited worship. 

I am always touched by the ways in which 
the young people respond to one another. 
It's not at all unusual to meet and speak 
with kids who will tell you: a) that they are 
there because they were in some way "pres­
sured" to come by adults or peers; or, b) 
that although no one pushed them, they 
really didn't think the event would be really 
as rewarding as it turned out to be. I can­
not document this, but my strong opinion 
is that the kids make the difference for one 
another. They realize that there are lots of 
gifted, loving people their age who are 
alive with God and active in the church. 
They find new confidence in that sense of 
solidarity and, in many cases, develop 
ongoing and supportive friendships. 

We generally think of our youth ministry 
year as beginning with the High School 
Youth Convention. If that is so, we are off 
to a good beginning. Soon to come will be 
our Hands of Christ celebrations in 
October and the November National 
Catholic Youth Convention in St. Louis. 
We'll be sending more than 600 young peo­
ple to that event. 

f You'll hear more about these events in 
the weeks ahead. In the meantime, I hope 
you will do all you can to encourage and 
support a lively and loving ministry with 
and to young people in your parish com­
munity. Your support does untold good for 
the church of today and tomorrow. 

Peace to all. 

I J very day, against a backdrop of war and great 
1~J suffering, Simon Garang offers the people of his 
homeland the greatest gift of all: the hope and peace that 

come only from Christ. 
Simon is a catechist in 
Sudan, proclaiming the 
Gospel among people who 
so need to experience the 
love of Jesus. "Catechists in 
Sudan are the pillars of the 
Church," says Archbishop 
Cesare Mazzolari of Rumbek 

in Sudan. "Without them, vast areas would be 
without the Church, the true source of hope." 
There are 400,000 catechists in the Missions like Simon 
who depend on help from the Propagation of 
the Faith to continue the work of spreading the 
Gospel of hope into the next millennium. 
Through a Gift Annuity with the Propagation of 
the Faith you can help Mission catechists and 
provide yourself with income for th rest of your 
life at a favorable rate of return. Bishop 

William J. McConnack 

THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
Please mail coupon to: Bishop William J. McCormack, National Director, 

Propagation of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10001 
• Please send information on your Gift Annuity 
For the Church in the Missions today, Ifnclose... 

• $ioo a $50 • $25 • $10 • $. Jother) 

Name 

Address 

Citv State Zip 

Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
when writing or changing your Will. 
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A Brand New Reason to 

Smile in Fairport 

Announcing LifeTimes' newest location 

LifeTimes Adult Day Health Care 

On the campus of the Fairport Baptist Homes 

Tours and trial visits available 

NOW Open! 

Offering a full range of 
• Health Care Services 
• Social Activities 

• Community Involvement 

LifeTimes Adult Day Health Care 
is managed by 
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LifeTimes at Fairport • 4646'Nine Mile Point Rd. Fairport, NY 14450 • 716.388.2370 


