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BY JOE SARNICOLA

The Pharisees, experts in the reli-
gious laws, and the Sadducees,
who believed that the laws estab-
lished by Moses were the only true laws,
did not always agree with each other. But
they did agree on one thing: They did
not like the things Jesus was doing and
the things he was teaching the people.
One day some Pharisees and

Sadducees stopped Jesus in the street

and asked hifn a few questions.

“Jesus, you claim to be the son of God.
Show us fire from heaven or some other
mysterious sign, so that we, too, can see
and believe.”

Some of the men laughed at the ques-
tion, knowing that they were making fun
of Jesus. Peter, one of the disciples who
was with Jesus, became angry and want-
ed to argue with them. Jesus held him
back with his arm.

“There are always signs in the heav-
" ens,” Jesus answered the questioners.
“You know if the sky is red at night, the
next day will bring good weather, and if
the sky is red in the morning, there will
be storms. An evil and unfaithful gener-
ation seeks a sign. The only sign you will
be given is the message written by Jonah.
I will pray that my Father will reveal the
Scriptures to you.”

Then Jesus turned away from the
Pharisees and Sadducees, who were un-
able to make any response to what Jesus
had said, and he headed west with his
disciples.

Jesus and his disciples walked in si-
lence for a few miles, but as they ap-

proached the - region of - Caesarea
Philippi, Jesus stopped and asked his
disciples a direct question: “What have
you heard the people say about who the
son of man is?”

Philip answered first.

“1 have heard them say he is Elijah or
Jeremiah, or even John the Baptist.”

“And who do you, as my friends, say
that I am?”
. Peter immediately stepped forward
and said, ”You are God'’s son. You are the
Messi

”Bless you, Peter,” Jesus said. “You
did not know this by your own thoughts,
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1. What did the Pharisees ask Jesus to

2. What was revealed to Peter?
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but by a revelation from my Father in
heaven.”

Then Jesus put his hands on Peter’s
shioulders and said, “Your name means
‘rock,” and on this rock I will build my
church. It will be solid as a fortress and
no enemy will be able to conquer it. And
to you I will give the keys to my king-
dom.”
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Middle School, Corning. In response to the question Which story about Jesus ﬁ'om the
Gospels is your favorite, and why? he wrote:

In the holy gospel according to Matthew, 17:14-21, Matthew tells of Jesus healing a young
boy who is possessed by the demon. I really enjoy this reading for two reasons. Numerous
times in the Bible, Satan appears and it reminds us that Satan is everywhere and we must be
extremely careful. In the last part though, Jesus teaches his disciples about faith saying, “If
you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to the mountain, ‘Move from™ here to
there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20-21.
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Puzzle

Identify whether the following books from the Bible are in the
New Testament or the Old Testament. Answers on. page 8

1. Acts of the Apcstles 7. James

2. Amos 8. Mark

3. 1 Chronicles 9.Joshua ______
4. 1 Corinthians k 10. Numbers

5. Galatians 11.Titus
6. Genesis 12. Psalms
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