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Lourdes 
Continued from page 1 
laugh. 

Of the millions of desperately sick pil
grims who have traveled to the French 
mountain town since Mary's appearance 
to 14-year-old Bernadette Soubirous be
ginning Feb. 11, 1858, 65 healings have 
been qualified as miracles by the church. 

Dr. Robert Stein of Walnut Creek, a 
member of the Lourdes medical society 
and a Knight of Malta himself, is col
lecting Katie's medical records. He said, 
an individual can qualify as a candidate 
for the designation of miracle if he or 
she has remained in remission from ill
ness for 10 years. 

Noting the length of Katie's remission, 
the retired anesthesiologist said he be
lieves there can be a connection between 
spiritual experience and a positive au
toimmune response to sickness. 

In an interview with Catholic San Fran
cisco, the archdiocesan newspaper, Stein 
said the investigation will take about a 
year. If the young woman's case meets 
the committee's criteria, Katie could be
come not only the 66lh miracle, but the 
first American to receive the designa
tion. 
: Katie was first diagnosed with 

leukemia when she was 8 years old. It was 
treated but reoccurred when she was in 
the seventh grade at Our Ladv of the An
gels School in Burlingame, said Char
lotte. The Lourdes trip was a desperate 
act of faith on the part of the Kiesels to 
save their youngest child's life. 

Following their daughter's return to 
health, the couple became a Knight and 
Dame of Malta. George Kiesel served as 

CNS 
Katie Kiesel is shown in 1987 at the age of 13 with nurse Bunny Lewis at 
Lourdes, France. The girl was suffering from acute lymphatic leukemia at the 
time. 

chair of the Lourdes pilgrimage in 1995, 
1996 and 1997. 

To this day, Katie doesn't know why^ 
her leukemia went into remission. 
"Maybe I'm supposed to do something. 
I believe there is a plan for every one of 
us," she said. 

She doesn't know yet how that might 
eventually play out in her life. But talking 
and teaching about the Blessed Mother 

figure prominently in her life as a 
teacher, she said. 

After graduating from San Jose's San
ta Clara University, Katie taught Knglish 
and religion last year at Visitation Acad
emy in Washington, DC. 

This summer she is teaching language 
arts at Mercy High School in 
Burlingame. She said she might stay on 
the West Coast this fall to pursue grad

uate studies in theology. 
She sees herself as a "ment'or lor kids." 

They arc, she said, fascinated !>v the 
Lourdes storv, which shcdoesi^t hesitate 
to share. "They need to know thai luna
cies do happen in the modern w m l d . " 
she added. 

Jt is important that youths leant not I " 
take life lot granted, she believes. "Al te i 
I got sick, 1 learned lo . ippieeiale the lit
tle things that .came wi th each da\ . Il 
made me g low up last." 

D u i i n g l iei l i is t n i p to Louides. .il 
though she was i i i n i i m g a le\e i and 
sleeping (h iough tuanv <>l the events. 
Katie savs she was moved In laige gioups 
o l people "p i aving loi the same I lung " 

A l t e r I.'< Hips, she is sti l l decpk 
moved. " I sti l l c a u l explain it. A l l 1 know 
is, the expei icnce gets.bcttci eac It ve.n." 
she said. 

"The first expei ien< e was like a < losed 
rose-," she added soltlv. "Ovei the ve.us. 
everything begins to sink in, and then it 
blossoms." 

Lourdes ' I it si o l l i c i a l i n i i . u l e took 
place dm ing the winlei ol 1858 when a 
woman, nine months p iegnant , d ipped 
her paralyzed arm into a spr ing which 
had unexplainahly b ioken through the 
ear th . Immediate ly , warmth shot 
through her arm. As she l i f ted it up f rom 
the water, her f ingers straightened loi 
the first t ime j n her l i fe. The paialysis 
was completely gone. 

In add i t i on to the 65 authent icated 
miracles since 1858, there have been 
some 5,000 unexplained healings. 

In add i t ion , p i lg r ims report mi l l ions 
of mora l and spir i tual healings they ex
perience each year at the shrine, repot is 
the Lourdes Web site at 
www.si idfr .c-om/loi i ic les/ . 

It was not too long ago 
that the Church here 
emerged from decades of 
communist oppression. 

Now, a people of renewed 
hope comes together to 
acknowledge God's love 
and mercy. 

Openly. 

jj Support the 
Church in 
Eastern Europe 

The 1999 collection to aid the 
Church in Eastern Europe will be 
conducted in all parishes on the 
weekend of July 10th and 11th. 
Catholics from Eastern Europe 
rely on our help as they struggle-
to rebuild and renew our Church 
in an environment of chaos, 
upheaval and uncertainty. 
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