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Thank you for the many blessings shared 
As I indicated to you last week, this will 

be the last "Along the Way" to appear in 
the Catholic Courier until the edition pub- ' 
lished Aug. 5. The July hiatus in this col­
umn extends a practice that goes back to 
the very early 1980s, when I began to write 
"Along the Way" on a regular basis. 

In the columns I have written since last 
July - they are about 40-plus in number, I 
think - I have tried to keep you in touch 
with some of my activities and events of 
significance in our local church. And, in 
keeping with the practice of years, I have 
tried to reflect on the meaning of life's 
ordinary events and tried to link them to 
life's greater meaning. 

I thank you for your responses to what I 
have written and for your encouragement 
to keep at this task on a frequent basis. I 
have said to many of you in response to 
your kindness, "Thank you for your encour­
aging word. I have to go home now to write 
another column, and your kind word will 
keep me at it." 

Over time, I have used this final column 
in the year's series to express my thanks to 
you for the strong faith and vital activity of 
our local church. You have provided ample 
reason to do the same again this year for 
you continually amaze me and strengthen 
my faith in the ways in which you pray and 
work to build up the kingdom of God. 

Among your works that come to the fore 
of my mind just now are the following: 

1). Your generous, thoughtful and faith-
centered response to Pastoral Planning for 
the New Millennium. I am always touched 
by the ways in which individuals and parish 
communities are able to work together for 
the common good even when that may 
require that they put aside a pet project or 
accustomed ways of doing things, or when 
it calls thems-to work hard to establish a 
whole new set of working relationships. 
Such things are not easy, but you have 
taken up the task with great courage and 
vision, and I am grateful to you. It seems 
clear that such adjustment- will be a part of 
our lives for years to come. You make me 
confident that we can do it well, and even 
grow stronger through the doing. 

2) The priests of our diocese have always 

along 
the way 

been a source of strength and encourage­
ment to me. I mention two realities that 
renewed that awareness in me this year and 
lead me to express thanks to them here: 

• Our-priests have been asked more and 
more to be flexible and adaptable in sup­
plying for one another when illness or acci­
dent or need for retreat or vacation finds 
them in need of help. To those needs they 
have responded with great generosity and 
good spirit. They often do this on very 
short notice and rarely without some ele­
ment of significant personal sacrifice. It is 
my hope that the generous sense of service 
about which I now comment is not being 
missed by gifted young men who wish to 
serve others in the name of Christ. The 
simple truth is that we priests are fewer in 
number than we once were. And — I hate 
to say it! — we are growing older. 

• A second reason for my particular grat­
itude to our priests is the understanding, 
support and good counsel they have 
offered all through the very painful experi­
ence of a group from Corpus Christi Parish 
rejecting their bonds of communion with 
us and establishing an independent church. 

At each of our monthly Priests' Council 
meetings through the year we spent consid­
erable time on that complex issue. In every 
instance, our priests were considerate and 
thoughtful in their counsel and deeply 
solicitous for the unity of the body that is 
our church. I know that they feel the pain 
of this wound as much as any of us. I also 
know that they will do all in their power to 
work for healing and reconciliation. 

3^ Whenever I begin to thank you I run 
out of space very quickly. Here I mention 
some other events and trends that are very 
important to our local church. They all'' 

lead me to give thanks for blessings 
received and strengthen my hope for the, 
future: 

• The work of St. Bernard's4 Institute in 
response to adults all over our diocese who 
yearn to grow in their knowledge and love 
of Christ. The growing partnership 
between SBI and our parishes is a wonder­
ful development. • 

• The success of our Thanks Giving 
Appeal. We experienced a good deal of 
controversy this year and our new staff 
joined us in mid-stream. But they worked 
very hard, and you responded beautifully, 
so we are ah inch from being at our goal. 
(A reminder: It's never too late, you know!) 

9 Father Joe Hart's willingness to become 
moderator of the Pastoral Center and his 
excellent leadership in a year that would 
test anyone's mettle. 

• The people who honor our youths in 
service — and our young people who so 
enrich our lives. 

• All those — professional and volunteer, 
part-time and full-time — who help us to 
worship and sing, celebrate and serve, 
learn and grow for our own development 
and the glory of God. 

4) Twenty years ago this Saturday, June 
26,1 was installed as your bishop in a cere­
mony held at Rochester's War Memorial 
auditorium. In your warm welcome to me, 
you demonstrated a faith, a maturity and 
capacity to love that inspired me that night 
and has both challenged and consoled me 
ever since. 

I want you to know that I am deeply 
grateful to you for all that you have shown 
to me and given to me in these 20 years. 
You make me want to learn and to grow. 
You teach me generosity and patience and 
the art of forgiveness. You have sparked my 
desire for celebration and expanded my 
vision of service. 

You have blessed me with entry into your 
joys and sorrows, and have had the kind­
ness to be a part of my own. 

You have given me much more, hut I do 
not have words for all of it. Be assured that 
in my prayer, where words are not. neces­
sary, I continually thank God for you. 

Peace to all. 
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