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Clyde womn marks 50 years of pilgrimages

' By Kathleen Schwar

Staff writer

CLYDE - Having just celebrated 50
years of organizing pilgrimages to Cana-
dian religious sites, what is Margaret Cola-
surdo doing this summer?

Planning her 51st year, of course.

A member of St. John the Evangelist
Parish and a lifelong resident of Clyde, Co-
lasurdo realizes pilgrimages are not every-
body’s cup of tea.

But, she said, “Me, I can’t wait till_]une
28 to get gomg I've got my suitcase
packed.”

On June 28 abus w1H pick up a number
of pllgnms gathered in her front yard for
a trip to St. Anne de Beaupre shrine in
Quebec, St. Joseph's Oratory in Montreal,
and the Basilica of Our Lady of the Cape.

She has been taking buses of diocesan i

parishioners to those sites since she was ‘32

“It's a pilgrimage, not a pleasure trip,”
Coldsurdo stated. .

On the drive up, she leads a recitation of
the rosary. And once in Canada, the days
are filled with devotions: the rosary, Mass,
blessing of the sick, candlelight proces-
sions, Benedlcuon and Stations of the
Cross.

For the stations, “A nyone who can make
it goes on their knees,” Colasurdo said.
She explained they make their way up on
stairs on the Mount of St. Anne’s. This

yearfor the first time, however, worn knee -

cartilage will prevent her {rom doing so.

Once the group reaches its final desti-
nation of St. joseph's, and conducts devo-
tions there, some personal time is allowed.

“After.that, I don’t say you've got to do
this or that,” Colasurdo said.

Shrine administrators-have taken notice
of these pilgrimages. Two years ago, one
noted that 1998 would be Colasurdo's 50th
year for pilgrimages.

*1 said how do you know, Father?” she re-
called. “He said, "We keep records.™

So last July Colasurdo was-honored at
cach of her pilgrimage’s three sites, with
cake, warm words at Mass, and presenta-
tions of religious plaques, artwork and a
certificate.

In November Father Yoland Oullet
traveled 1o Clyde from Cap de la
Madeleine to honor her. He's the pil-
grimage director assistant there.

When he asked her to be sure and con- .

tinue the pilgrimages to Ganada, she
replied, “I'll go as long as I can.”

“You can't express what you see there,”
she said. “Theré's somcthmg about it. You
have to see it for yourself.”

Between pilgrimages, Colasurdo also
keeps busy running a food pantry at St.
John's and ziti dinners for the church and
community, and as a member of the
Clyde Firemen's Ladies Auxiliary, stand-
ing by to take.donuts and coffee to fires.
Her scanner is going constantly. She also
belongs to the Catholic Daughters.
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-A Tradition of Quality Care

We are a full service medical facility
providing the following services for the
comfort of our patients and residents:

« Comprehensive rehabilitation servuces for
short térm stays

* Specialized care services in the form
of infusion therapy, wound care and
management, tracheostomy, colostomy,
illeostomy, and gastrostomy tube care,
hospice care -

¢ Skilled nursmg care.and rehabilitation for
those in need of long term placement

* Physical, oceupational, speech therapy

Admissions and tours
available 7 days a week

1177 E. Henrietta Rd. Rochester, NY 14623

(718) 424-4770 Fax (716) 424-1922
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Margaret Colasurdo holds a statue given to her ona piigrimage to Cap de la Madeleine, in Quebec. She hosts a novena to
St. Anne annually in July at her shrine (in background) in her back yard.

Next month, people will also be mak-
ing  pilgrimages 10 Colasurdo’s own
home for her annual novena to St Anne

July 17-26. Although ficrce September

storms blew down her four red maple
trees, the grotto shrine stood firm in her
back yard on Lock Street.

“That was the first thing I ran out to
see,” she recalled.

The shrine, with its 36-inch statue of

Mary with St. Anne, suffered some

cracks. But after the novenas have been

completed, it will be repaired.
Colasurdo has been sponsoring nove-

nas at her shrine since 1955, et hus-
band, Joseph, who passed away 13 years
ago, builtitin 1954 because of a promise
his wife had made when times were tough
for them and their three sons.

I said if St Anne let me have my own
house, T would have a shrine to her,” she
said. Two years later she bought the house
on Lock Street.

“I made a promise as long as T would
live I wotld have that novena and Mass
there,” she said. “I'll have it by mysclb il 1
have t() Because Iaskcd for a favor .m(l |
got i

Now a hearing aid

with Starkeys

ot the Park Ridge Protessional Bidg.

Haven’t you suffered from

hearing loss
long enough?

that is so small and easy fo use not even your
closest friends will know you are wearing it.
» Easlly inserted and out of sight
+ Volume control autornaticaolly adjusts
+ New sound processing allows you to hear speech better

Sequel multi-channel digitally programmabie hearing aid.
Call today to schedule a complimentaty hearing aid
evaluation and demonsttation of this new technology.

Park Ridge Hearing Center
- 227-9920 4
1561 Long Pond Rogd « Suite 115 220 Alexander Street « Suite 508

ot the Genesee Hospital Professional Bidg.

Thoughts to Conszder

EDWIN SULEWSKI

Funeral Director

Don’t funerals cost
too much?

The value of a funeral cannot be

- measured totally in economic terms.

You must also consider social and
emotional factors. in economic terms
you pay for the service of trained,
licensed people, on call 24 hours a
"day, 365 days a year. Our staff works
to assist you when your loved one
dies. The cost of a funeral also pays
for our comfortable building, special
vehicles and a casket. More
importantly, a funeral gives you an
important opportunity to express your
emotions and feelings about the

deceased. Through a meaningfuf |
ceremony you can express your love
and say good-bye. We cannot set
a value on these factors but
psychologists have noted they are
- very important for healthy living.

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI
FUNERAL HOME

NEW LOCATION

1717 Portland Avenue
Just North of Ridge Road

(716) 342-3400
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