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On Sunday, we celebrate the great
Solemnity of Pentecost. Fifty days after
Easter and 10 days after the Ascension, we
rejoice in the pouring out of the Spirit of
the Risen Christ for the life and
dynamism of the church.

The Acts of the Apostles tells us the
story of the Spirit’s power in the lives of
those who were the first community of
believers in what was called the Way.
Among the fruits of the Spirit were:
strength and courage for those who fled
from Jesus when he was most in need of
their friendship; unity among those of dif-
ferent language and culture; and a sense
of belonging to one another, which led
them-to share their goods so that no one
among them stood in need.

their numbers increased, the faith spread
to surrounding communities, and hearts
were changed. What else but such a pow-
erful gift could have strengthened Peter

ardice, or changed Paul from one who
persecuted believers into one who
believed.

It is a wonderful story about the power
of God’s spirit, human freedom and the
powerful beauty that emerges when they
are in harmony one with the other. God
loved us enough to lavish on us the glfts
of the Holy Spirit.

An addéd measure of that love is that

Through the Spirit poured out on them,

for fearless preaching after his earlier cow-
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we are able freely and fully to accept,
make our own choices and share with oth-
ers the gifts all of us receive from the -
same Spirit.

Nowhere in the Acts of the Apostles is
it suggested that the gift of the Holy Spirit
exempted the members of the early

church or its readers from the demands of -

human life. Rather, indicators are that the
Spirit sustained them, guided them and
strengthened them to deal with the tough
questions they faced.

Through it all the same Spirit formed
them more in the image of Christ and
drew them closer to one another.

To replace Judas with Matthias, they
relied on prayer and a kind of drawing. To
decide issues of membership and what
was to be required of those who wished to
join their number, they relied on prayer
and some debate, which could get quite
sharp at times. To express their solidarity
with other communities, they joined in

Pentecost is a sign that God is always with us

prayer for one another, but also shared
from their substance with other communi-
ties in need.

On this warm May night in Rochester,
New York, in the year 1999, I remember
the Pentecost event and the great storics
of the Acts of the Apostles. I take much
encouragement from them. They are a
reminder to us to dwell on the mystery of
the church that we are. We need the gift
of the Spirit for our life and growth no
less than did those earliest communmes
of believers.

They had to think about how they orga-
nized the life of the local churches, and so
do we. Circumstances challenged them to
find the best way to relate to the wider
church. The realities of today’s world do
the same to us. Their growth in a variety
of cultures demanded that they separate
the core of faith from cultural and man-
made add-ons.-In today’s church we have
the same challenge. '

Two millennia separate us from the
Acts of the Apostles. Changes beyond our
imagining have occurred since them. All
signs indicate that change in the years
ahead might even accelerate.

What we can bank on is that God will
always remain faithful to us, and that our
efforts to respond in faith — though they
may entail a share in the cross of Christ —
will draw us ever more deeply into his life.

Peace to all.
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Home Connection offers older adults and persons
with disabilities the best of both worlds. It enables

the day at St. Ann’s.

| Our services include:
» Personal care and bathing
+ Hot meals and nutritional counseling
+ Physical, occupational and speech therapies
+ Skilled nursing and health monitoring
+ Social work counseling and case management
--Podiatry and dental hygiene
+ Religious & educational activities
- Social activities & field trips
- Transportation
- Individual & group exercise programs

We will also arrange special services like medical

visits to the P“Ann"try store.

8>< limit one coupon per family

them the opportunity to live at home while spending

transportation, mental health referrals, lab & diagnostic tests,
and appointments to St. Ann’s beauty salon/barber shop, and -

If you would like more information call

St. Ann’s Home Connection,

at 342-1700, ext. 440.

St. Ann’s Home Connection

This coupon entitles you to one FREE day including lunch ( A $97 value)
342-1700 ext. 440
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