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The Holy Spirit fills the disciples 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, 
he told his disciples to wait in 
Jerusalem until they received the 

Holy Spirit he would be sending them. 
On the day of Pentecost, they were all 

together in one room praying. Suddenly 
the air was filled with the sound of a 
powerful, roaring wind. The wind com
pletely engulfed the house where the 
disciples were. Out of the wind came 
tongues of fire that hovered above the ' 
heads of everyone in the room. 
Immediately, the spirit of God" filled 
them and they began to pray in different 
languages. 

Because it was Pentecost, Jews from all 
over the world were in Jerusalem. They 
were attracted by the noises and voices 
that were coming from the disciples' 
house. A crowd had begun to gather out
side to watch what was happening. 

"I wonder what is going on," asked 
one man. "I have never heard anyone in 
this area speak the language of my coun
try, yet these people are praying and 
singing as if my language were their 
own." 

"I find it remarkable that you have 
said that," declared another man. "I have 
lived in Greece for many years, and I 
hear these men speak Greek." 

And so it was, that anyone who spoke 
the language of a foreign country or a 
different dialect, that was the language 
that they heard the disciples praying in. 

"What does it mean?" someone asked. 
"It is a miracle!" 

But not everypne was convinced. 
"I think these people have had too 

much wine to drink," one man said. "Or 
maybe some of us have. It is impossible 
to speak in so many languages at the 
same time." 

And so the members of the crowd be
came divided over the reasons for what 
was happening. Then Feter came out of 
the house and motioned for everyone to 
be quiet. 

"Listen, my friends, and all visitors to 
Jerusalem," he said, "I know you have 
come from Mesopotamia, Egypt, and 
many other countries. And I know some 
of you think we have been drinking, but 
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I assure you we have not had any wine. 
What you have just heard was foretold 
by the prophet Joel, when God told him, 
T will pour my spirit on all mankind, 
and I will work wonders, and everyone 
who calls on my name will be saved.'" 

"But what does it all mean?" someone 
asked. 

"Repent and be baptized in the name 
of Jesus," Peter replied, "and you will re
ceive forgiveness from your sins and you 
will be filled with the spirit of God." 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 

Acts 2 

You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay 
(100 or fewer words) answering this question: 
How does the Holy Spirit help us to live as 
better Christians? 
Send your essay — including name, home address, 
telephone number, school and grade — to Catholic 
Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 

Deadline for entries is May 20,1999. The winner will be notified by phone and 
receive the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay will be put>~ 
lished in an upcoming issue of Kids' Chronicle. 

Last month's winner was Michelle Reele, a third-grade student at St. John 
the Evangelist School, Greece. In response to the question Why do you think 
the two men on the road to Emmaus did not know who Jesus was until he 
broke the bread? she wrote: 

I think the two men did not know Jesus until he broke the bread because they 
thought Jesus was dead and were too upset. When, the^stranger explained the 
words of the prophets and all the words written in the Scriptures the men un
derstood that Jesus would rise from the dead. When they stranger broke the 
bread they remembered what happened at the Last Supper. They understood 
that Jesus was alive and that Jesus fulfilled the Scriptures. 

THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR 

651 Plymouth Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14608 (716) 546-1740 
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1. Why were the disciples still in 
Jerusalem? 

2. What did the people from dif
ferent countries hear? 
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Bible Accent 

OrigMly called the Fort of ̂  
\*^/Pentecoet is named after the 
Hebrew^rd for "fifty/beause it 

* was hekl seven weeks, or about 50 

. tk»vally corresponded to the bme 
when M o ^ leceived the J f 

' Mwmt Sirud #days^aiter ̂ the-first 
fruits erf the h«vwt were offered to 

^Qofo >> r^ I t &••* %*&& Jfom Jwhrraf c l̂helevente de* 
scribed in the New Testament, 
Pentecost is morê ojfieri remem-" 
bered as the day when the, Holy . 
Spirit first filled the apostles in 
Jerusalem. So important was mat 
daŷ the C t̂eclusm o£;the Catholic 
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Si4hilipNia4' 
St Philip bî ri was bom In 

Florence, Italy, in 1515. He received 
his education frol̂  Dbiiinican 
monks and his family "was hoping 
mat he would become a partner 
with a rich relative in a prosperous 
business. However, St. Philip :had &M 
vision that inspired him topursue 
religious studies and to spend long 
days in prayer. The accumulahon of 
wealth, and status no longer inter
ested him. 

St Philip soon began preaching 
and developing ministries mat 
would help O ^ j s i ^ l l ^ ^ ^ 

were called ^a tc | im iF%iey 
»ng a/bell-be|^e\ |hto^m 
preaching in order^tojc^p^^lp-
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Cross Out the letters A, C, T, and S to discover what 
Jesus told his disciples they would receive in Luke 24 

Answers on page 3. 

ACPTOAWSSETR FCARSOTAM 
SONT HAICGTHS* 

E D U C A T I O N A L E? IN THK C A T H O L I C T R A D I T I O N 

T Y B U R N A C A D E M Y 
E N T R A N C E EXAM F O R FALL 1999 

Saturday, May 15, 1999 • 9:00 am 
Financial Aid is available 

Call to register 315-252-2937 
59 Pulaski St. • Auburn 

Tyburn is a private college preparatory school for young men and women in grades 9 through 12 

SUMMER PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 
Led by Fr. Lee Chase, St Thomas More Church 

July 1849,1999 
Rome • Venice • Auiii • Florence * Sorrento • Pompeii 

The pilgrimage includes optional stops to Pisa and the Isle of Capri. 
All 4 and 5 star hotels, round trip airfare from Toronto with Motorcoach 

Service from Rochester to Toronto. Our pilgrimage will include an 
audience with Pope John Paul II (if he is in residence). The cost of the 

^pilgrimage u $2,369.00. Space is limited, deadline is May 15. 
FOR N-tORF INFORMATION, VI 1M1-4200 


