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Today's Christians need to do more 
The last few weeks have been among 

the most horrible in recent memory in 
terms of national and international news. 
Our country is involved in a horrific war 
(as all wars are) in Kosovo, and our own 
schoolchildren have shot and bombed a 
school in Colorado, at the cost of many 
innocent lives and a loss of confidence 
for all of us. , 

, Ironically, we watch these national and 
world events from the social perspective 
of the most "successful" society in the his­
tory of die world. We are unopposed now 
by any "global" enemy force, perhaps for 
the first time in history. As a nation, we 
enjoy unparalleled prosperity. Our per­
sonal opportunities for a fruitful, free 
and humane life are unsurpassed over 
die whole course of life on this planet. 
The land we inhabit is physically beauti­
ful, abundant in its capacity to produce 
the fruits necessary for human fulfill­
ment We are all formed by a glorious his­
tory and ancestry of nobility and pur­
pose. 

Yet we must attend to slaughter at the 
hands of "our own." 

All sorts of people across all sorts of 
media are offering their views on both 
die causes and cures of this horrible mo­
m e n t We blame parents, we blame Milo­
sevic, we blame the school system, we 
blame video games, we blame die NRA, 

we blame die entertainment industry, we 
blame school bullies, we blame die pres­
sures of middle class life, we blame drugs, 
we blame die history of die Balkans, we 
blame liberals, Yeltsin and conservatives. 

For cures we propose parenting class­
es, greater security in our schools, the 
end of NATO, gun control, movie cen­
sorship, control of the Internet, political 
isolationism, school policies that invite 
students to "turn in" their potentially vi­
olent classmates. We propose the use of 
ground troops oversees, and we seem to 
be using diem in our own schools. 

How can a society widi so much "going 
for.it" end up so hopelessly mired in suf­
fering because of our own use of vio­
lence? 

Sorry to say, this column will not solve 
the dilemma either. I go over in my mind 
die wealth of moral theology and ethical 

deliberation offered over the course of 
history on die problems of violence and 
the causes of cultural degeneration. 
There are no immediate applications or 
quick fixes. Still, there are hints of un­
derstanding found in die reflection of re­
ligious people puzzling over the age-old 
problem of personal and social sinful­
ness. 

I think of one of the most influential 
books of all time, read and studied by all 
those who are guided through the study 
of social ethics, is H. Richard Niebuhr's 
Christ and Culture. In this work, Niebuhr 
proposes five ways in which Christianity 
has sought to relate to the cultures it in­
habits. Two of the five seem particularly 
enticing as we consider today's American 
dilemma. 

Niebuhr's first model is "Christianity 
against culture." Here, Christians with­
draw from the elements in the sur­
rounding culture that seem opposed to 
Christian convictions. According to this 
model, believers construct alternative or­
ganizations so that they can remain free 
of the "taint" of die surrounding culture. 

Another of Niebuhr's models is 
"Christianity transforming culture." 
Here, Christians work in and with the 
structures of society, hoping to recast 
them by infusing them with values that 
uphold the central convictions of Chris­

tianity. 
I think both of these models have 

something to offer us today. We cannot 
entirely wididraw from society or become 
akin to the Amish or other such sectari­
an groups. If nothing else, our children 
won't let us! But we do need to consider 
some sort of media and "influence" cen­
sorship for ourselves and our children. 
We do need to screen television shows 
and movies, video games and the friends 
our children take up with. We do need to 
promote engagement in church commu­
nities more actively for our children than 
our parents did with us. We need to pro­
vide an alternative to much of what our 
society offers us today. 

But we also need to be more inten­
tional than previous generations of 
Catholics have been about exerting a 
Christian, humane influence at our work­
place, in our political involvement, in our 
participation in the parts of society we in­
habit. If we recoil in horror because of 
this violent moment and do not figure 
out how we can be a positive part in turn­
ing this violent moment of our culture 
around, we surely will be overcome by die 
brutality diat looks so insurmountable to 
us today. 

• • • 
Sister Schoelles is president of St. Bernard's 

Institute. 

Catholic Leadership Forum 
The Last Friday Series 

Presents 
Syracuse University 

Football Coach 
PAUL PASQUALONI 

a Difficult issues that face the 
teacher/coach in the 90's" 

Luncheon speaker at the Genesee Valley Club 
421 East Avenue, Rochester 

11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m 

Friday, May 21 
Entering his 9th season as head coach at Syracuse University, "hands on" is 
a great description of Coach Pasqualoni's coaching style and a true indicator 

of his success. Join us as he discusses working with teenagers in today's 
society and some of the issues we face as teachers and coaches. 

R E G I S T R A T I O N F O R M 

Seating is limited, so please register by Monday, May 17 
Cost: $12.00 per person (includes program and lunch) 

Name(s): 

Address: 

Amount enclosed: 
Please make checks payable to Diocese of Rochester 

For more information, please call 
(716) 328-3228, ext. 278. 

Return this form to: 
Diocese of Rochester, Development Office, 

1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624 

A Special Place For Special People 

. An Elegant, Yet Casual Atmosphere 

Featuring 

Italian Specialties • Fresh Seafood 
Angus Beef 

Lunch Tuesday - Friday • Dinner Monday - Saturday 

Mother's Day 
serving 1 pm-8pm 

(Children's^Menu Available) 1 Creekside Plaza • 831 Fetzner Rd. 
Corner Maiden Lane • Down the road from the Greece Marriott 

225-2500 

Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge 

Join us for Mother's Day 
Featuring our regular menu and 

additional Mother's Day Specials. Reservations suggested. 

430 Spencerport Road • Corner of Long Pond 

716-247-7690 £> 

SUMMER GUIDE 
P U B L I C A T I O N D A T E M A Y 2 7 A D V E R T I S I N G D E A D L I N E M A Y 2 0 

From pilgrimages to parish festivals, cruises.to continuing education, the Catholic Courier's Summer Guide is a 
great way to promote your summert ime program or event. To reserve your ad space o r obtain more information 

call 716-328-8640 (1-8J30-600-3628 outside the Rochester calling area.) 
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