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ROCHESTER — According to the
Book of Genesis, when God finished cre-
ating the earth, he looked upon it and
“found everything he had made very-
good.” Years later, on April 24, 1999, 6-
year-old Michael Kusmierz turned over
some of that earth God created, and he
also found it was “good.”

The earth Michael tumed over lay in a
plot on-the border between Blessed
Sacrament Church'’s parking lot and Mon-
roe Avenue, and Michael expressed his
approval of it as he shoveled it. Michael
was one of several Blessed Sacrament
parishioners planting a flower garden.

However, Michael did express prefer-
ence for some portions of God's creation
as opposed to other segments. For
example, when asked whether he
preferred shoveling dirt or remov-
ing squirming grubs from the sail,
Michael quickly replied: “Dirt.”

Michael had two groups to thank
at Blessed Sacrament for his envi-
ronmental awareness moment that
day — Crossroads, the parish’s
150-member young aduits group,
and Young Families, a parish
group of about 20 young aduit cou-
ples and singles with small chil-
dren. ' _

Chris Hood, 26, pastoral asso-
ciate at Blessed Sacrament, over-
sees both groups. He called on
them as well as the parish as a
whole to participate in an “Earth
Day Clean-Up” of the surrounding

- neighborhood. About a score of
parishioners participated in the event,
which took place two days after the official
Earth Day, April 22. Earth Day was found-
ed by former U.S. Senator Gaylord Nel-
son in 1970 to raise awareness of envi-
ronmental concems.

Hood said he wanted to celebrate
Earth Day for two reasons — to let the

" neighborhood know that Blessed Sacra-
ment cared about it, and to deepen a re-
spect for God’s creation in parishioners.
To that end, he and the participants
picked up garbage around Monroe Av-
enue, and also planted the flower garden.

“I'm discouraged by some of the in-
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creasing violence in the
neighborhood,” Hood said, listing a recent
spate of muggings and shootings. “We
have to have a presence in the neighbor-
hood.”

Michael's mother, Rachel Kusmierz,
36, shared Hood'’s sentiments.

“(Blessed Sacrament) is a church that -
needs committed parishiotiers,” she said,
noting she belongs to Young Families.
She added that the Earth Day Clean-Up
was a good way to bind children-to their
young parents. .

Gary Avery, 36, a member of St. Am-
brose Church, Rochester, said he leamed
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about the Earth Day
event through
Odyssey, the dioce-

adults network. Avery
added that he has
heiped out at Blessed
Sacrament's .soup
kitchen, and wanted to
lend a hand to the
clean-up as well.

~ "l enjoy the fellow-
ship of - other
Catholics,” he said.
“It's a nice day out,
and it's a good way to
meet people and so-
cialize.”

' Carlos Swanger,
35, and his wife of
nine years, Ellen, also
participated, bringing
along their two sons,
Benjamin, 4, and Alex,
5. He said he and his
wife joined the Young
Families group so
they could strengthen
their  relationships
with other parish fam-

Bpieft, waters the gar- jlies. He added that

urch, Rochester. the Earth Day Clean-

Up served both a social and spiritual pur-

pose.
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Photos  want to make sure the kids understand

that we need to take care of our planet,
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“It sets a great example,” he said. “I.



mailto:lormail@carholicreview.org

