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Parish leaders show openness to change

Bill Pickett, diocesan director of pas- .
toral planning, and I will be driving to
Ovid later today for a meeting with lead-
ers of area parishes who have been work-
ing on our Pastoral Planning for the New
Millennium (PPNM) process.

I look forward to that drive because [
always enjoy Bill's company and because
we'll pass through some beautiful country-
side on the way. But most of all, I antici-
pate the evening with joy because I love to

operate with a practical sense that they
have much to offer and that there is still
much that they can learn.

2) Their sense of history and life unfold-
ing. These individuals may or may not
have a great deal of formal education. But
they all have a good deal of the wisdom
that comes from their experience of life.
They have a living sense that life is dynam-
ic, that we can continue to enjoy and
transmit our most cherished values effec-
tively only when we are able to make the

spend time with our parish leaders. They -
are faithful and generous people who are
willing to do just about anything they can
to foster the life of the church and con-
tribute to the strength of their parish com-
. munities.
Like most of us who are asked to partic-
~ ipate in processes that are likely to yield
substantial change, our friends often agree
to participate in PPNM with a certain
amount of apprehension. Those from the
smaller communities of a given cluster of
parishes often have to deal with the fear
that they will be swallowed up by the larg-
er groups. And it can happen that those
from larger and/or more financially
secure communities have to wrestle with
the demon that tells them that they are in
© a no-win situation because, from their per-
~ spective, things go quite smoothly just as
they are.
A part of me understands both of those
reactions. We tend to react defensively or

~

negatively to anything that implies loss for
us or the change iif a status quo 'we find -
quite satisfactory.

That leads me to the reasons I so much
enjoy being with aur parish leaders,
indeed, why I admire them so much. I'd
say that principal among those reasons are
the following:

1) Their ability to put aside their per-
sonal preferences and tastes to search with
others for what will best serve the com-
mon good. They have the freedom to let
go of their favored directions and a corre-
sponding willingness to be open to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

I do not mean at all that such individu-
als lack convictions or a point of view, or
that they are shy about expressing them.
Much the opposite is true. But, having
expressed their opinions, they do not hold
onto them so tightly that they shut them-
selves off to possibilities suggested by
other participants in the process.. They

adjustments to which constantly changing
circumstances call us.

important it is to-communicate with one
another in the best possible way. They
know also that the rotary phone was the
best instrument of its kind at one time, but
no longer is. Similarly, they know that the
church’s self-understanding contmually

: develops and, with that, its pastoral prac-
tice. And, they have a good grasp of the
reality that our circumstances change. We
are not immune from population shifts or -
economic changes, variable vocation pat-
terns, the impact of other cultural realities.

sense of history and their openness to life
beyond their own boundaries and person-
al concerns. I am grateful to.God that our
diocese is blessed with so many people

. like them.

For example, such people know how

In summary, I admire their faith, their

Peace to all.

Opening
. May 24th
ST. ANN’S
ADULT DAY SERVICES:
Full of Life

HOME & HEART OF PENFIELD

St. Ann’s Community, Rochester’s premier provider of Senior Services, is proud to announce
the opening of their new Social Adult Day Center, located in the Parish Hall of Holy Spirit
Church, 1355 Hatch Road at Plank.Road.

Home & Heart of Penfield can benefit older adults with chronic illness, memory problems,

depression, or social isolation. Caregivers also receive much needed rest.
Our range of services for $41.50 a day include:
® Main meal at noon with nutritious snacks-
@ Personal care and hygiene
@ Supervision and monitoring

@ Health promotion and wellness programs

® Medication reminders

v Religious_ and educational activities

@ Social and intergenerational activities ™

¥ Arts, crafts, and music .

@ Daytime respite and information for caregivers
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W Transportation available at a special rate.
FOR INFORMATION AND A PERSONAL TOUR, PLEASE CALL

Come and experience the daytime friendship and professional care that
Home & Heart of Penfield Adult Day Center has to offer!

(A $41.50 Value) Call 671-6290

This COUPON entitles you to ONE FREE DAY including lunch

Limit One Coupon per Family

Introductory Offer -

Looking for
Quality, Printing?

Through a special-arrangement
between Wayuga Press and the .
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depart-
ment, you can now get quality,
affordable typesetting and printing.
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Give us a call for your fiext job!
COURIER GRAPHICS * 710-328-4340
WAYUGA PrESS » 315-754-6229

HART

MONUMENT
COMPANY

Since 1856

Monuments, Markers
and Cemetery Lettering

2301 Dewey Avenue
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY)

(716) 865-6746
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