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CONTINUED... 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER N.Y. 

Evangelization 
Continued from page one 

"Within a \oar-and-n-half, we went from 
people who went to church because we had 
(o ... to' being people really involved in our 
parish." Fountain said of himself and his 
wile. 

Huge 'denomination' 
When [lie Fountains weren't going to 

( huuli, ihev belonged to what one nation
al church leader jokingly called the '"second 
laigi-M denomination in the United States" 
- the estimated 17 million inactive 
Catholics. 

"Some of them don't even remember 
whv thev slopped going," said Father John 
K. Hurley, C«SP, director of evangelization 
lor the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, based in Washington, D.C. 

In a phone interview. Father 11m ley said 
inactive Catholics can be divided roughly 
into three groups. The firsl group are those 
who have ;ui issue with the church, such as 
its prohibition of women's ordination or its • 
stance on homosexual behavior, he said. 

"They're not going to darken the door 
of the church until the church changes its 
stance on the issues," he said of such 
Catholics. 

The second group — one many com
mentators think may be the largest — 
slopped going to church because of a neg
ative encounter with a church leader or 
member. Father Hurley said. Members of 
the second group may be angry because a 
parish priest didn't visit their ailing relative 
in a-hospital, for example, or they were 
treated rudely by a parish employee, he not
ed. 

The third group comprises those who 
simply stopped going because they didn't 
think the church was really interested in 
them. For such people, Sunday Mass may 
have been all the less appealing because no 
one in their parish ever seemed concerned 
enough to talk to them about their lives, he 
explained. 

As pan of Pope John Paul Us call to the 
church to celebrate Christianity's Greatju-
bilce in 2000, some dioceses and individ
ual parishes in the United States are pro
moting reconciliation between the church 
and its inactive members, Father Hurley 
said. To help parishes and dioceses with this 
ministry. Father Hurley noted that the NC-
CB will publish a resource directory in May 
called "A Time to Listen ... A Time to Heal: 

A Resource Directory for Reaching Out to 
Inactive Catholics." 

The resource directory has four parts, Fa
ther Hurley said: articles on the evange
lization of inactive Catholics; parish, dioce
san and national models that give 12 
approaches for reaching out to inactive 
Catholics; six faith-sharing guides for small 
group reflection on Gospel stories of rec
onciliation; and a bibliography of re
sources. 

Diocesan outreach 
The Rochester Diocese is also formally 

preparing for the Jubilee, in part, by dis
tributing to parishes this month literature 
describing models they can use to welcome 
back inactive Catholics. Developed by 
diocesan experts, these models use educa
tional efforts, die small Christian commu
nity experience and retreats as ways to in
terest inactive Catholics in their faith again, 
according to Sister Karen Dietz, SSJ, coor
dinator of sacramental catechesis for the 
diocese's evangelization department-

Sister Dietz added that her department 
stands ready to help parishes train and ed
ucate parishioners interested in reaching 
out to inactive Catholics. 

Sister Dietz also said that the diocese in 
March sponsored 10 regional gatherings of 
parishes to discuss how they can reach out 
to inactive Catholics. A total of 150 people 
attended the gatherings, which centered on 
discussion of the U.S. Catholic Confer
ence's 1992 document "Go and Make Dis
ciples: A National Plan and Strategy for 
Catholic Evangelization in the United 
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States." 
"We want to let our inactive brothers and 

sisters know that they always have a place in 
the Church and that we are hurt by their 
absence," the document reads. "We want to 
show our regret for any misunderstandings 
or mistreatment And we want to help them 
see that, however they feel about the 
Church, we want to talk with them, share 
with them, and accept them as brothers 
and sisters." 

Sister Dietz pointed out that every parish 
needs to consider how it can best answer 
the church's call to welcome back inactive 
Catholics. However, she cautioned that 
parishes must be alive with participation by 
its current members if Catholics want to 
bring back those who no longer attend. 

"You can't welcome back until you know 
what it is you're welcoming them back to," 
she said. 

Evangelical insights 
In light of the upcoming Jubilee, some 

parishes have already begun active efforts 
to welcome back inactive Catholics in the 
diocese, Sister Dietz said. 

For example, the neighboring parishes 
of St. Catherine of Siena in Mendon, and 
St. Louis and Transfiguration in Pittsford, 
jointly promoted a recent series, of Lenten 
discussion sessions for inactive or alienated 
Catholics, according to Father F. James 
Lawlor, pastor of St. Catherine's. 

Since last December, Father Lawlor said 
his parish has hosted two other discussions 
in addition to the Lenten session where the 
reasons Catholics voiced about why they 

had left the church were as numerous as 
the number of participants. Some 
Catholics had left because they remarried 
after a divorce and never got an annulment, 
he said. Others had disputes with church 
teachings, he explained. He advised parish 
leaders to clearly explain church leaching 
when possible, but he noted that certain is
sues present complex difficulties that won't 
lend themselves to easy explanation. 

He added that his parish distributed 
reading material at the discussions, and 
that St. Catherine's plans to hold another 
session sometime this month or in May. 

Both Father Lawlor .and Condon em
phasized that parishes thinking about 
reaching out to inactive Catholics should 
stress the personal touch. 

Condon noted that every active Catholic 
probably has several acquaintances and 
friends they could consider inviting one-
on-one to discuss dieir faith. He advised po
tential evangelizers not to lecture others, 
but to practice summing up their faith ver
bally in two or three minutes, emphasizing 
God's love as expressed through Christ, 
and the church as the community that cel
ebrates that love. 

Condon added that his parish plans to 
offer training sessions this fall for anyone in 
the diocese interested in learning how to 
share their faith in a personal way with oth
ers. 

Father Lawlor also said that the person
al touch can mean being the friend who ac
companies an inactive Catholic who wants 
to rejoin the church. 

"Sometimes it's easier when people 
come with people they know, rather than 
walking up by themselves to this fonnidable 
place called a rectory where they haven't 
been in 20 years," he said. 

Gerry McLaughlin, faith formation min
ister at Guardian Angels, also said parishes 
should consider such steps as improving 
their liturgical music to attract worshipers, 
or conducting a door-to-door census of 
their neighborhoods to find inactive 
Catholics , something the Piltsford/Men-
don parishes plan on doing, one parish's 
official said. McLaughlin added that no 
parish should be content until it seriously 
reaches out to inactive Catholics and others 
who might be interested in die faith. 

"I think no matter how comfortable you 
are, and no matter how happy you are in 
your little parish, we kind of have an oblig
ation to tell people about Christ and to let 
people know 'We're here, and we love 
you,'" she said. 
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GENERAL EMPLOYMENT 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Miscel laneous 

Help Wanted -
Part Time 

MERCHANDISE 

Miscellaneous 

SERVICES fr**mmid8& *E» 

PLEA T O CHURCHES, 
INDIVIDUALS AND 
PRAYER GROUPS: 

Please pray with our 
prayer group for a 

cure to cancerl 
Prayer Group 

Number • 
2 2 7 - 5 5 7 9 

Part-Time Bus Driver 
needed for School Of 

Religion Bus. Church of 
the Assumption, Fairport. 

2-3hrs. early afternoons, 

M-Th., CDL preferred but 

will provide training 

$10/hr. to start. 
Call Cathy 223-0525 

MERCHANDISE 

Miscellaneous 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

STAFF PERSON NEEDED :for 
Bethany House, ^ Catholic 
Worker Community serving 
homeless women and children. 
Room, board, health insurance 
and a small stipend. For infor
mation, contact Lois Amendola, 
Bethany House, 169 St. 
Bridget's Dr., Rochester, NY 
14605.(716)454-4197. 

NEXT TO NEW SALE 
Our-Lady of Lourdes school hall. 

165 RhinecWf (off Monroe). 

April 22-24. 
Clothing, jewelry, books, 

housewares, etc. 
Thurs. 9am-8pm, Fri. 9am-4pm, 

Sat 8am-noon. 

$5 per bag all day Saturday. 

•fuifwfier is o«ftiii!tf 

and so is the 
NEXT-TO-NEW-SALE 

at Blessed Sacrament 
Auditorium Monroe Ave. and 

Oxford St, Rochester 

Wed., Thurs., Fri., 
May 5,6,7 -9am-8pm 

Sat May8-9am-2pm 
Fri. & Sal am 1/2 price days. 

Bargains in dottiing-for men, women 
and kids - all sizes. Spring 4 summer 
items. Jewelry and treasures at the 
Boutique, shoes, accessories, books, 
furniture, lamps and ceiling lights, 
linens, drapes, dishes, kitchen items, 
microwaves, computers, small appli
ances, luggage.'radics. TVs, records & 
albums. CD's, tapes, pictures & frames 
- some antiques,, greeting cards, Xmas 
decorations, baskets, hardware, and 
games & toys. Baked goods. 

Come for lunch or supper. 
Bring your friends!! 

Condos 
Townhouses 

Financial Services, Masonry 

MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
GOLF COURSE CONDO 

NEW,2BR,2BTH,SLEEPS6, . 
POOL, JACUZZI, ALL AMENITIES 

RENTVVK/M0/SEAS0N-
AFF0RDABLE, PRIME LOCATION 

CALL: 516-277-4362 

MORTGAGES 
• Purchase ^L • Refinance 

Riverview Mortgage Corp. 
Registered NYS Mortgage Broker 

NYS Banking Dcnartmcnl 
Loom arranged Ihrnugh IhinJ pony lenders 

(716)424-2040 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Kxprrk'iictf in iifriri'. 
IwMixchiitd MMiviitg and 
(Mivcrie*. , 

Hit! «r SWA MV rfo Ihm ML' 

4734610/473-4357 
! » Ariiii|)li>n Si. I W I I C W I T NY 141107 

NYiMrrwM.vr 

Child Care 

Home Improvement 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser
vice. Will do odd jobs. No job 
too small . Call Ken 
716-247-8785. 

House Cleaning 

A F T E R S C H O O L C A R E 
Mon.-Fri. 3 p m - 6 pm 

18 yr. old Down Syndrome 
male. Independent well-

behaved, supervision only. 
Your home or mine. 
W. Irondequoit area. 

3 4 2 - 9 2 2 2 

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED 
for full time position. 

Hours are: 9am-4:30pm. 
O n the job training. Reliable 

transportation is necessary. 

Call Sandy at 288-2427 

Wanted to Buy 

Favorite 
Catholic Prayers $3 
Catholic Litanies $3 

Send check or money order to: 
F.C.P. 

P.O. Box 18495 
Rochester, N.Y. 14618 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocta, 
Sterl ing and C h i n a , L inens. 

Wanted: complete estates and 
households. Sell to mc tor cash or 

I will conduct a sale for you. 

'Marilyn's Antiques 
716-647-2480 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS; 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

MASONRY Rtpair : steps, 
sidewalks, basements walls. 
Repaired, painted, etc. 
Reasonable. 35 years exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Exterior/int. 
painting. Basement wails 
repaired-painted. All types of 
repairs. 392-4435. 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PA.NTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 
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Call 716328-4340 to advertise 
in the Courier classifieds! 

file:///oar-and-n-half

