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COLUMNISTS

- Gospel of life presents a. challenge

The name of the late Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin will always be. assocxated with
the expression “consistent ethic of life,”
which the media translated as “the seam-
less garment.” Whicheverone prefers, the
term refers to a holistic approach to moral
issues. Thus, if one claims to be “pro-ife,”
that commitment must be to all of life, at
every stage of developmem or decline.

In the Bernardin view (later embraced
and employed by the Administrative Com-
mittee of the National Gonference of
Catholic Bishops in statements on U.S.
presidential campaigns), to be pro-life
does not mean only to defend the unborn.
Human life is a precious gift that needs to
be nurtured and protected at every point.

As important as the abortion issue is, it
cannot be the only issue by which to judge
the moral ¢haractér and fitness of politi-
* clans and other public figures: Catholics
should not vote against politically liberal
candidates solely on the basis of the abor-
tion issue nor give a “pass” to politically
conservative politicians who may be
“right” on abortion but “wrong” (by the
standard of Catholicsocial teaching) on a
whole range of other life issues.

Many in the pro-ife movement have not

taken kindly to the consistent-ethic-oflife

. or “seamless garment” approach to the
abortion issue. They are convinced that it
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dilutes or diminishes the commitment to
defend the life of the unborn, and that it
lets liberal politicians off the hook by al-
lowing their stand on other issues to com-
pensate for their stand on abortion.

For such critics, the name of Cardinal
Bernardin was (and still is) more likely to
evoke sentiments of scorn rather than ad-
miration. According to the cardinal’s close
friend and biographer, Eugene Kennedy,
these critics, even during the cardinal’s fast
illness, protested noisily outside his resi-
dence. In their minds, by situating the
abortion issue within a larger framework
of life issues, the late cardinal made it eas-
ier, knowingly or not, foir Catholics to
adopt a pro-choice position. And for these
critics, pro-choice is pro-abortion.

Ironically, the church leader these crit-.

ics most admire and respect, Pope John

Paul 11, also takes a consistent-ethic-oflife
approach, as he demonstrated during his
visit to St. Louis in late January.

During his homily in the Trans World
Dome stadium, the pope said that the

“new evangelization calls for followers of
- Christ who are unconditionally prodife —
who will proclaim, celebrate and serve the
Gospel of life in every situation.” That
gospel, he insisted (quoting from his own
encydlical, “The Gospel of Life"), is a “sin-
gle and indivisible Gospel.”

Then he listed some of the most im-
portant elements of a genuinely pro-life
position. It includes, to be sure, opposition
to abortion, euthanasia, and assisted sui-
cide, all of which he characterized as a “ter-
rible rejection of God's gift of life and
love.” This won immediate and warm ap-
plause from the congregation.

The gospel of life, the pope continued,
also requires a commitment to “the sick
and those in distress.” Again, applause.

But then he pulled many of his listencrs
up short. Iosisting that the “new evange-
lization” requires an unconditional com-
mitment to life, “in every situation,” he
pointed Lo yet another component.

“A sign of hope,” he declared, “is the in-
creasing recognition that the dignity of
human life must never be taken away, cven
in the case of someone who has done

great evil. Modern society has the means
of protecting itself, without definitively
denying criminals the chance to reform.”

Then came the “hard saying™ { for some
of his most conservative admirers): “I re-
new the appeal 1 made most recently at
Christmas for a consensus to cnd the
death penalty, which is both crucl and un-
necessary.” Confused and wepid applause.

The next day the governor of Missour,

. a non-Catholic who supports the death

penalty, acceded o the pope's appeal and
commulted the sentence of a death-row
inmate to life witHout pm"ole. The fact that
the condemned man was one of the least
deserving of a commutation among all
those awaiting execution made the gesture
even more prophetic in character.

Jesus did not say that we should love the
least obnoxious of our encinices, but to love
our enemies, period. He did not say to do
good to those who hate us least intenscly,
but to those who hate us, period.

John Paul 11, like the late Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin, not only believes in, but

also proclaims, a consistent cthic of life.

Like the late cardinal, the pope challenges
us all with the “Gospel of lile™ — liberals,
conservatives and centrists alike.
LB N J
Father McBrien is a prrofessor of theology at
the University of Notre Dame.

God’s word, bread feed us at each Mass

Third Sunday of Easter: (R3) Luke
24:13-35. (R1) Acts 2:14, 22-28. (R2) 1 Pe-
- ter 1:1721L.

“I've got some good news and some bad

" news to tell you. Which would you like to
hear first?” the farmer asked,

“Why don't you tell me the bad news
ﬁrst> the banker replied.

“Okay,” said the farmer. “With the bad
droughl and inflation and all, I won't be
able to pay anything on my mortgage this
year, either on the principal or interest.”

“Well, that is pretty bad,” the banker
said.

“It gets worse, “ said the farmer. “I also
won't be able to pay anything on the loan
for all that machinery I bought, not on the
principal or interest.”

“Wow, is that ever bad,” Lhe banker ad-
mitted.

“It's worse than that,” the farmer con-
tinued. “You remember I also borrowed
to buy seed and fertilizer and other sup-
plies. Well, I can’t pay anything on that ei-
ther — neither principal nor interest.”

~ “That's awful,” said the banker, “and
that's enough! What's the good news?”

“The good news,” replied the farmer
with a smile, “is that I intend to keep on
doing business with you.”

The two disciples on the road to Em-
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maus were as low as that farmer — if not
lower. Puzzling things had been going on.
Their master had been crucified like a
common thief. They in turn had scattered
like frightened sheep. But now there were
reports that their master was not dead at
all. Reliable sources told them that he had
appeared to some of their trusted friends.
Was it real? Was he really alive?

Do we believe the good news or the
bad? Isn’t that our dilemma? The good
news is that Christ is"alive. The bad news
is that this is having so litle impact on the
world today. In this world, it is easy to be
fearful and troubled of heart like the two
disciples of Jesus on the road to Emmaus.
- As the two disciples were making their
journey and trying to make sense of their
situation, of their world, Jesus comes to
them. Jesus doesn’t wait for them to find

him. The poet Francis Thompson cailed
God “the hound of heaven.” He pursucs
us (o show us the way.

And how did Jesus reveal himself to the
two disciples? By explaining the Scriptures
and by the breaking of the bread.

So we shall find Christ by listening to
the Word of God in the Sunday liturgy.
The lesson Jesus drew from the Scriptures
for the two disciples was that the cross was
a necessary step to the crown — no cross,
no crown. Per aspera ad astra: “Through
bitter paths to the stars.”

The sccond thing Jesus did to restore
the faith of the disciples on the road to
Emmaus was to break bread with them, to
celebrate the Eucharist. It was at that mo-
ment their eyes were opened. Then Jesus
disappeared as if to tell us that from now
on his presence wouild be sacramental.

What happened on the road to Em-
maus happens cvery day at every Mass.
Every Sunday the church feeds us God's
word and God's bread. That is why atten-
dance at Sunday Mass is so impcrative. To
absent oneselfl from Sunday Mass fre-
quently and without a valid reason will
eventually lead to aloss of faith.

The Liturgy of the Word builds up
onc’s faith. Just consider the second read-
ing. It tells us three things. First, God will
judge each one of us justly, based on our

actions. That certainly must give us pause.
Secondly, we are in a strange land, we are
a pilgrim people, that should color our
outlook on life. Thirdly, we were pur-
chased by the blood of Jesus, that should
give us great self-csteem.

But o know our faith is not enough; we
must live it. God's word tells us what we
must do; God's bread imparts the power
to do it. The one build faith; the other
keeps us faithful. So it is the Mass that mat-
ters!
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Father Shamon is administrator of St. Isaac

Jogues Chapel, Fleming.

Daily Readings

Monday, April 19 .
Acts 6:8-15; John 6:22-29
. Tuesday, April 20

Acts 7:51-8:1; John 6:30-35
Wednesday, April 21
“Acts 8:1-8; John 6:3540
Thursday, April 22
Acts 8:26-40; John 6:44-51
Friday, April 23
Acts 9:1-20; John 6:52-59
Saturday, April 24
Acts 9:3142; John 6:60-69

I our u)mmumly th‘ Image Centre of llu World, we greatly appreciate the
vatue of memorics. Pictures capture special moments, family events, and
once-in-alifetime happenings. Our life, as with a picture, becomes a memory to family
and friends. When you consider how you would like to be remembered and
memorialized, think of us, we are the CRAWFORD FUNERAL HOME,
where helping families share memorics has been owr focus since 1957,

weMBes
The
0/-“/
of th FUNERAL

LDEN *\)\’ .

HOME INC.
Independently Owned and Operated Since 1957
DAVID P. CRAWFORD

495 N.Winton Rd. + Rochester, NY 14610 - Phone (716) 482-0400)
Visit us at www.frontiernet.nel/ - crawford/

- Lunch Specials

GRILLED SALMON
Served with vegetable salsa and
a lemon dill sauce $7.95

BEGGERS PURSE

Filo pastry filled w/fresh
seafood served on a red bell
pepper sauce $8.95

BEEF ON KIMMELWICK

Served with sweet potato fries
$5.95

SOUP & SANDWICH

Each day our chef creates a new

MOTHER'’S DAY

" Choose from a menu
of Fresh Seafood,
Black Angdus Steaks
and Italian Specialities,
Children's Menu available

Serving Ipm to 8pm
Reservations are suggested

Dinner Specials
RACK OF LAMB

Marinated in a balsamic vinaigrette
crusted with Dijon comphmented
with bordelaise sauce  $19.95

- CRISPY SEA BASS
Served with caramelized onions.
shiced yukons. herbed tomato butter
sauce $16.95

PORTOFINO

Lobster. shrimp. scallops and crab
meat sauteed 1 olive @il and white
wine, served with artichoke hearts

soup & sandwich special L]
$5.95

All Lunch Specials served with
a choice of soup or sglad

SERVING LUNCH
Tuesday - Friday

\.

Creekside Plaza

831 Fetzner Rd.

Carner Maiden Lane
225-2500

& black olives over pasta  $17.95
MAITRE D' PRIME RIB

Grilted with a peppercorn crusting
served on a sizzler §15.95

SERVING DINNER
Monday - Saturday
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