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COLUMNISTS

Histories t_eli of John Paul II’s predecessors

.The-recent release of a CD of papa.l
words and songs, culled from this pope's
20-year-long reign, underscores once
again the extraordinary impact John Paul
II has had, not only on the Catholic
Church but on the world scene as well. To
be sure, few of the 261 other popes could
match his achievement, because no more
than a handful of them — starting with
Pius XII — had access to television and the
means of global travel. .

John Paul JI has stimulated an intense
interest in the papal office. In 1997 alone
several books on the papacy, including my
own Lives of the Popes (HarperSanFrancis-
co), appeared within just a few months.

With his election in October 1978,

- Karol Woijtyla, then cardinal-archbishop of

!

Krakow, Poland, became the first non-ltal-
ian pope since Hadrian VI, a Dutchman,
who was elected in 1522, jn the teeth of
the religious hurricane known as the
Protestant Reformation.

There have been at least 45 other non-
Italian popes. Sixteen were French, 11
Greek, six Syrian, five German, two Span-
ish, two African (and a third who might
have been African), one Portuguese (who
was also the only medical doctor elected),
one English (Hadrian IV in 1154), and one
Dalmatian (Dalmatia was a Roman

-province in present-day Croaua)

essays in
Lheology

By Fyrnerr Ricuary P M('.Buu-&

Contrary to popular impression, six
popes, not one, have resigned from office:
Pontian in 235, Silverius in 537, John XVI-
Il in 1009, Benedict IX in 1045, Celestine
V in 1294, and Gregory XIl in 1415,

Two popes have actually succeeded
their fathers as pope (married priests were
common in the church’s first millennium):
Innocent I immediately succeeded his fa-
ther Anastasius I in 401, and Silverius
(536-37) also succeeded his father Hormiis-
das (514-23), but not immediately. An il-
legitimate son, John XI, succeeded his fa-
ther Sergius III in 931, 30 years after his
father’s death. Two popes immediately
succeeded their brothers: Paul I succeed-
ed Stephen II in 757, and John XIX suc-
ceeded Benedict VIl in 1024. =~

The first pope to take a name different
from his baptismal name was John II in

533, because his birth-name was that of a
pagan god, Mercury. The last pope to take
his own name was Marcellus II in 1555,
Two popes changed their names upon
election because their baptismal name was
Peter. The first pope to take a double
name was John Paul I'in 1978,

Four laymen have been elected to the
papacy: Leo VI (963), Benedict VHI
(1012), John XIX (1024), and Buudlcl IX
(1032).

The last held the office three times:
103244 (deposcd and later restored), 1045
(resigned in favor of his godfather), and
104748 (expelicd by the emperor). Large-
ly because of Benedict IX, sources differ
on the number of popes there have been.
Is he to be counted three times or once?

Only five of the 123 second millennial
popes have been canonized. By contrast,
more than half of the first millennial
popes were proclaimed as saints, The key
words here are “canonized” and “pro-
claimed.” There was no formal process of
canonization in the first millennium. The
last pope canonized was Pius X (1903-14).

The first person elected Bishop of
Rome while bishop of another diocese was
Marinus I in 882. His election was in di-
rect violation of the prohibition laid down
by the First Council of Nicaea in 325 that
no bishop was ever to be transferred from

Divine Mercy should inspire our

~ 2nd Sunday of Easter : (R3) John 20:19- |

31. (R1) Acts 2:4247. (R2) 1 Peter 1:3-9.

Our Lord asked Blessed Mary Faustina
to work and pray toward establishing a
feast of Divine Mercyqu the Sunday after
Easter. Jesus promised that people who go
to confession within eight days before or
after “Mercy Sunday” and receives holy
Communion within that same time peri-
od will receive forgiveness not only for
their sins but also for the temporal pun-
ishment due to them. He also made it
clear that he expects us to imitate his mer-
cy also by being merciful toward others in
our words, actions and prayers.

Jesus’ promise should inspire us with a
greater reverence for the sacraments of
reconciliation and holy Eucharist, and
with a greater trust in his mercy.

It is significant that Jesus chose this Sun-
day for the feast of Divine Mercy, for the

- Gospel of this Sunday is about the institu-

tion of the sacrament of reconciliation,
Like the Apostles on that first Easter Sun-
day and like the doubting Thomas, all of
us need God’s forgiveness. How sad it is
that we do not avail ourselves of this sacra-
ment at least monthly.

It is interesting too, that a chief charac-

By FATHER ALBERT SHAMON

ter in the Gospel this Sunday is the Apos-

tle, “doubting Thomas.” So many doubt
the great power of the sacrament of rec-
onciliation, else why would they neglect it?

As for Thomas, perhaps all most people
know about him is that he was a “doubter”
— the man who tried to throw the monkey
wrench into the engine of Easter joy. We
don’t know a lot about Thomas, but the
Gospels show us a man of clearheaded in-

* tellect and great courage.

When Jesus heard that his friend
Lazarus was quite sick, a dilemma pre-
sented itself. Lazarus’ home was in
Bethany, two miles from Jerusalem. The
religious authorities in Judca threatened
the life of Jesus, bccausc he had madc him-

self equal to God (John 10:30). Jesus and
his disciples knew the next time he set foot
in Jerusalem he would be killed. But Jesus
was determined to go. It was Thomas who
spoke up and said to his fellow disciples,
“Let us also go to die with Him" (John
11:16). Thomas was no coward.

After the Last Supper, Jesus told his dis-

ciples, “Do not let your hearts be trou-

bled... In my Father's house ... I go lo pre-
pare a place for you. Where I am going
you know the way.” Thomas said, “Master,
we do not know where you are going; how
can we know the way?” (John 14:1-5).
Thomas was not uncommiited. He was in-
tellectually honest. Thomas didn't want to
make a mistake, be misled.

So, when the other Apostles told him -

that they had seen the risen Lord, Thomas
blurted out, “Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands and put my finger into
the nail marks and put my hand into his
side, I will not believe.” Thomas was not
being difficult. He was being consistent
with his own character. He was a cautious
man, a man of integrity, a man who did
not plunge in without all the facts. He was
aman, however, who when he did plunge
in, gave his all. When Christ appeared and

one diocese to another, Although that pro-
hibition has never formally been rescind-
ed, popes are now routinely elected from
the ranks of bishops of other dioceses.
But that wasn’t the only solcmn rule
breached by popes. Eight popes retained
their former dioceses or abbeys after being
elected Bishop of Rome, in direct viola-
tion of the prohibition against pluralism,
holding (wo or more benefices (income-
producing ccclesiastical offices) at once.
Whilc it is true that 10 popes were mur-
dered or died. of brutal treaunent in
prison, no pope suffered a greater indig:-
nity than Formosus (891-96), whosc body
was cxhuined, vested in full pontific als,
and placed on trial for alleged offenscs
committed while he was pope, including
his having been the bishop of anether dio-
cese before election. Formosus was found
guilty, all his ordinations were declared in-
valid, three fingers from his hand that
blessed and signed documents were cut
off, and his body was thrown into the

" Tiber River (but later re-buried).

People today who deplore what they call
“popebashing™ have lite idea of how high
the bar for that has been set, thanks to
poor.Formosus.

LN ]

Father McBrien is a professor of theology at

the University of Natre Dame.

trust

presented incontrovertible evidence, he
declared with a strong and solemn voice,
“My Lord and my God!"

]csus told Thomas there is a betwer way
of coming to faith, “Blessed are those who
have not seen and have believed." From -
that moment on faith would come from
hearing, hearing the word of God, and
through personal testimony of those who
have believed.

[ ] . [ ]

I‘alhpr Shamon is administrator of St. Isaac

Jogues Chapel, Fleming.

Daily Readings
Monday, April 12
Acts #:23-31; John 3:1-8
Tuesday, April 13
Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7-15
Wednesday April 14
Acts 5:17-26;-John 3:16-21
Thursday, April 15
Acts 5:27-33; John 3:31-36
’ Friday, April 16
Acts 5:3442; John 6:1-15
Saturday, April 17
Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21
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- Announcements - . Help Wanted " _Wanted to Buy Child Care Financial Servlces Moving & Hauling
ADOPTIONS The Catholic Courier  STAFF PERSON NEEDED :for Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, AFTER SCHOOL CARE MORTGAGES K-D Moving & Yoo
does not publish adoption advertis-  Bethany House, a Catholic Sterling and China, Linens. Mon -Fri. 3 pm - 6 om « Purchas ) . Storage, Inc. S
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serve bith mothers and adoptive  homeless women and children. houscholds. Sell to me for cash or mgl'e "Inde ende\r{n well- Riverview Mortgage Corp. Bowsehold mosing and
parents, call 716-328-4340.  Room, board, health insurance 1 will conduct a sale for you. behaved su%ervisi on only Regrsicred NYS Mortgage Broker Alehvenies,
Agencies wishing tobe includedon  and a small stipend. For infor- W&_ﬂl’s ﬂ.ﬂ- : . Nour homme of mine. NYS Bunking Depanmen: I on Smal, We dto thew It
this list may send information tothe  mation, contact Lois Amendola, qu W. Irondeguoit area Louns arrunged through third party lenden. " \,ﬁ?ﬁf:}% 3?3“?3N5\7| -
Gathole Courer Brdgers Dr. Pechesier, NV 7IG6AT-2480 342.0222 (716)424-2040 i
ridget's Dr., Rochester,
, . P Celling Repair Home Improvement Painting
5% wd- A HERL
Favorite ﬁ«MEREaI TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL- CARPENTRY: Handyman ser- & Wallcovering
: INGS: 9' x 12’ ceiling only $59!  vice. Will do odd jobs. No job .
g::::::: Ei:{?e':g Garage Sales Condos Water damage,‘drﬁngall, g;aster too  small. gaﬁ ongn ﬁ;n?i‘,g’fv'séa‘iz;nf,ﬁ'e"ﬁiﬁﬂ;
Send check or money order to: GIANT SALE: St. Salome's Townhouses :::p::z- éﬂ!!it?zao?i?tiggzoﬁr 716-247-8785. . repaired-painted. All types of
_ FCP. Parish Hall, 4282 Culver Rd. ablo prices. 715.-380-5076 repairs. 392-4435.
P.O. Box 18495 Apr. 15, 16, 17 9:00am. to . : Masonry . T
- Rochester, N.Y. 14618 4:00pm. . - RG-MASTER
. -| MYRTLE BEACH, SC MASONRY Repair : steps, PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
GOLF COURSE CONDO sidewalks, basements walls.  texture cellings, walls, ceilings

Miscellaneous

Mass for Shut-ins Every Sunday
.WHEC Ghannal 10, 7:30 am
and Homell Channel 6, 1:00 pm

NEW, 2BR, 2 BTH, SLEEPS 6,
POOL, JACUZZ!, ALL AMENITIES
RENT WK/MO/SEASON - -

AFFORDABLE, PRIME LOCATION |

CALL: 516-277-4362
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Repaired, . painted, etc.
Reasonable. 35 years exp.
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr.

repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.



