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Barbara Ivers had trained to serve as a lay presider for ^ 
a major service in an emergency situation. But her first op-̂ ';v f a| 
portunity to do so came long before she ever anticipated. |i ' *' 
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The religious education coordinator of Holy Cross |^%i 
Parish, Dryden, was getting ready Dec. 8 for the 9 a.m. 
Mass for the feast of the Immaculate Conception. At 8:40 
a.m. she received a call from her pastor, Father John ; # ^ 
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Hayes. -~:iM 
"He had set up for Mass and something came over 

him and he knew he could not do the Mass/1 she said. H| 
P He asked her to preside. ;••**<;''<'•: 

Ivers had only just completed diocesan training as a lay 
presider a few weeks earlier. Sfie had just received Sunday 

Celebrations in the Absence o£qifo;iesfi a book put out by the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops that details the 
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rituals lay presiders are to use,,J^ $*:«#• 

"I said, •'Well, I won't have to use this for a while,'" she re-
•••Mr 'Msi.'VM^ 
'"'ii/.-V ' -ft.: 
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