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I know they 
need it or 

they wouldn't 

be calling9 

- Agnes Casey 

ft 

Phone 
Continued from page 1 

Valerie Brownstein of Greece had the 
Charismatic Renewal prayer line praying 
for her last fall. Facing biopsy of an ap
parent cancerous lymph node, and expe
riencing related symptoms, she was invit
ed by a neighbor to a nondenominational 
prayer group meeting at Christ the King 
Church. 

"I'd never done anything like this in my 
life before," said Brownstein, a retired li
brarian. "I wouldn't put myself in the cat
egory of Jerry Falwell." 

After the group laid hands on her and 
prayed over her, one member, Gloria Ni
gra, took, her name to the prayer line. 

"Many things in my life have changed 
since then," Brownstein said, calling her 
experiences an awakening. When the doc
tor called with the negative results of her 
biopsy, he added, "Someone must be 
looking out for you. There ' s absolutely 
nothing that showed up in this biopsy." 

Not only does she feel better physical
ly, she said, but she feels a channel to God 
has opened for her. She now attends the 
prayer group meetings weekly, to pray, 
study and sing with others. 

And this Easter, she said, she's been 
thinking about the Resurrection and its 
symbolism for her own rebirth. 

"It wasn't just my body resurrected, it 
was my spirit," she said. "I consider myself 
more of a whole person." 

Credentials not needed 
People on prayer lines don't claim to 

have a special connection to God. 

Kathy Snyder of 
Wayland - her
self a member of 
the Holy Family 
cluster prayer 
line — explained 
that when her 48-
year-old husband 
faced the re
moval of a can
cerous kidney a 
year ago Christ
mas Eve, "The 
prayer line was 
the first thing we 
thought of, the 
more praying for 
us the better. We 
could just sit back 
and say we're do
ing all we can do, 
it's in God's 
hands now. You 
get thet* strength 
from prayer." 
From a strong 
Catholic family 
herself, she said 
there was a guilt 

involved because of the numbness, the in
ability to focus and pray herself. 

Father Paul Schhacky, then pastor, she 
recalled, used to tell them, "If there are 
problems and you can't pray, just come 
and let others pray for you." 

Intercessory prayer is part of (he 
Catholic faith tradition, noted Ruth Page, 
pastoral associate at St. Stephen's Church, 
Geneva. Prayer lines are a popular form 
of it. 

"What is unique about this method of 
doing it is you don' t have to come to
gether, it's not an extra meeting," she ex
plained. "Yet you pray in the style of your 
own prayer experience. You don't have to 
pray a rosary or Hail Mary. So that gives 
people great freedom. You. don't have to 
have these credentials in order to prayer." 

St. Stephen's Prayer Line consists of 
about 25-30 people, including Msgr. Ger
ard Krieg, pastor. They pray for a person 
by the person's first name a n d / o r situa
tion for week or two. After that the in
tention is incorporated into all the inten
tions of the prayer line. 

"You could be prayed for for years, 
which isn't bad," Page said. The intentions 
also are included in weekend Mass. 

"You know how people say, 'Father, will 
you pray for me?' or 'Sister, will you pray 
for me?' Well, a whole community can 
pray for you." 

Agnes Casey, a homebound St. 
Stephen's parishioner, said she takes calls 
at 5 a.m., midnight, or whenever the 
phone rings. 

"I know they need it or they wouldn't 
be calling," she said, adding that she of
fers to pray with the caller before hang
ing up. 

St. Stephen's Prayer Line was begun, 
about a dozen years ago, by then-Pastoral 

Associate Judith Kiehl. 
"I guess I really started it with my hope 

to Find a way for homebound people to 
be in touch with the community," Kiehl 
said. The Spiritual Life Committee took it 
from there, she said, and several partici
pants who are homebound signed up for 
the line, she added. 

"It kept us together in prayer," Kiehl 
said- "It comes out of the whole under
standing of prayer as a place we are all to
gether ... a place we find each other, all 
our weaknesses, limits, disabilities col
lapse in prayer, all disappear in prayer." 

"Of course, the definition of prayer is 
begging, that's what it is. It's an asking, a 
recognizing of our poverty before God. 
That's literally the definition of prayer. 
...That is another way we are united; we 
are all seeking the face of God, the pres
ence of God." 

A personal lift 
St. Stephen's promoted its Prayer Line 

in bulletins this year, asking, "Are you 
looking for something to do for Lent (but 
will continue long after) that will give a 
lift to your prayer life?" 

Father Francis Blighton, director of the 
Borromeo Prayer Center, noted, "A lot of 
people don' t look at what happens to 
them when they pray for other people, 
and how it connects them. 

"Another side of it is when people pray 
for people out of compassion, it moves 
them to act out of love, with no expecta
tions for themselves," he said. "If they do 
this enough, it changes them." 

The roots of prayer lanes, suggested 
Deacon Al Bergeron of Brighton's Our 
Lady Queen of Peace, probably go back to 
Jesus' time, "where people prayed for oth-
er people, based on their own confidence 
in their relationship with the Lord and 
that prayers do help." 

"It takes an unselfish person and a per
son who believes in God and is confident 
that God does answer prayers," Deacon 
Bergeron said. Formerly involved in the 
charismatic movement, the deacon start
ed the church's Network of Prayer about 
eight years ago with 20 people. There are 
now 45 people, divided into six teams, 
involved, he said. When a request comes 
in, he calls six people heading those 
teams.. 

"First, we pray for each other every 
day," he said. "Second, it is not intended 
to be a social program. ...We could call 
each other up and talk all day if we want
ed to." But the calls are kept to, the nec
essary details, he said, so people can keep 
the prayer moving and also maintain their 
own lives. 

Participants may respond in various 
ways, he said, including almsgiving, a sac
rifice of their own, prayers, the rosary, 
Our Fathers, Hail Marys, "depending on 
how we feel moved at that particular 
time." 

Despite the prevalence of prayer lines, 
the term hasn't caught on with many 

Catholics, even those who specialize in 
prayer programs. 

"Prayer lines or chains and all that are 
not a term that's part of the Catholic id
iom," Father Blighton explained, adding 
the term comes from televangelists. 

But the term now implies more than 
telephones and television. Just two years 
ago St. Ann's Media., run by the St. Ann's 
Passionist Fathers in Scranton, Pa., start
ed PrayerLine on the Internet 
(www.prayerline.org). It is for people of 
all religions who want to share their faith, 
according to Father Peter Grace, director 
of St. Ann's Media, who was once active 
in the charismatic movement. 

Although certain Christian denomina
tions sponsor prayer lines, he knew pf no 
other Catholic prayer lines, actually de
scribed as prayer lines, on the Internet. 

PrayerLine acknowledges e-mail re
quests, he explained, but does not post 
them on the Web site. They also are print
ed out and taken up to the altar for each 
televised "Daily Mass" from the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of St. Ann on the 
Odyssey Interfaith Cable Television 
Channel . One of the priests may occa
sionally call if the writer appears to have 
a critical need. 

Terry Marcheona, data manager for 
the site, said it has received more than 
1,500 prayer requests since the beginning 
of 1998. 

"Right now I might be getting requests 
because of the war starting in Kosovo," 
she said. More often the requests are for 
healing, she said. 

"The ones that have the greatest impact 
on me is when I notice somebody has no
body," she said. "Some are reaching out to 
speak to anybody." 

A diocesan prayer line uses the Inter
net as well. Retired Deacon Mike Cam-
panelli of Eastside Catholic Parish in 
Elmira began a "Prayer Requests" pro
gram a couple of years ago, and many 
shut-in parishioners volunteered to par
ticipate and pray for people. He current
ly sends out intentions he gathers to the 
15 participants each month. 

"There is a definite need," said Father 
Pat Connor, pastor. "A lot of times when 
people call him for prayer, he is also able 
to be listening ... He almost becomes like 
a hotline of hope, I guess you could call ' 
him." 

There is a need, agreed Barbara Maras
co. She noted that the charismatic prayer 
line in the Rochester Diocese receives 
1,000 requests a year, up from a few hun
dred years ago. 

Whether people call her at 2 a.m. or 
she speaks with several in one day, she 
noted, "I have to reassure them there is a 
God and he loves them and we will be . 
praying for their situation." 

"My husband says I'm putting too many 
through that aren't important," she said. 
"But I think every request is important. 
The Lord is calling them to open up to 
him." 
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Announcements 

ADOPTION^ The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Card of Thanks 

THANK YOU: Blessed Virgin 
Mary for a favor received 
regarding health. JMP 

Help Wanted 

$ Medical Billing $: FT/PT 
Processors needed ASAP, No 
exp. nee. Home PC req'd. To 
46K yr 800-600-1844 Dept. T 
263. 

Help Wanted Condos Townhouses 
STAFF PERSON NEEDED :for 
Bethany House, a Catholic 
Worker Community serving 
homeless women and children. 
Room, board, health insurance 
and a small stipend. For infor
mation, contact Lois Amendola, 
Bethany House, 169 St. 
Bridget's Dr., Rochester, NY 
14605. (716) 454-4197. 

Wanted to Buy 

Financial Services Moving & Hauling 

MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
GOLF COURSE CONDO 

NEW, 2BR, 2 BTH, SLEEPS 6, 
POOL, JACUZZI, ALL AMENITIES 

RENTWK/MO/SEASON-
AFF0RDABLE, PRIME LOCATION 

CALL: 516-277-4362 

MORTGAGES 
• Purchase ^k • Refinance 

Riverview Mortgage Corp. 
Registered NYS Mortgage Broker 

NYS Bunking Department 
Loans arranged through third parly lenders 

(716)424-2040 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving awl 
deliveries. 

Hie or XmaU IV# n» Ihrm Ml! 

473*610/473-1357 
2S Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 
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Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 

Sterling and China, Linens. 

Wanted: complete estates and 

households. Sell to me for cash or 
I wiO conduct a sale for you. 

Marilyn's Antiques 
716-647-2480 

Ceiling/Wall Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work: reason
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Home Improvement 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser
vice. Will do odd jobs. No job 
too . small. Call Ken 
716-247-8785. 

Masonry 

MASONRY Repair : steps, 
sidewalks, basements walls. 
Repaired, painted. etc. 
Reasonable. 35 years exp. 
716-323-1007. Al Meyvis, Sr. 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR: Exterior/int. 
painting. Basement walls 
repaired-painted. All types of 
.repairs. 392-4435. 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B & R PAINTING: Quality 
painting, staining, sealing 
basements. Interior/Exterior 
churches, rectories, homes. 
References. St. Joseph pray 
for us. 716-244-6698, 
716-659-8838, pager 
716-291-3830. 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

http://www.prayerline.org

