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Thousands of Kosovars flee attacks 
By Jennifer E. Reed 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - Relief workers in Al
bania and Macedonia expressed concern 
over meeting the needs of thousands of 
ethnic Albanian refugees fleeing Kosovo 
in the wake of NATO bombing raids and 
Serb military attacks. 

As the Albanian government disbursed 
tens of thousands of ethnic Albanian 
refugees from Kosovo throughout the 
country, relief workers were scrambling to 
preposition food supplies, said Charles 
Juhn, Catholic Relief Services' program 
manager for the refugee response in Al
bania. 

In a telephone interview from Tirana, 
the Albanian capital, Juhn said March 29 
that in two days some 72,000 refugees had 
arrived through the town of Kukes, a few 
miles inside Albania's northeastern border 1 

with Kosovo. 
"We had an existing (food) pipeline and 

right now we're just pressuring the thing to 
triple the capacity," he said. 

"It's a disaster over here, just a complete 
overwhelming number," he added. 

"The AIbanian.government has done a 
terrific job of accepting the influx at Kukes 
and is beginning to distribute them 
throughout the country. ... We're starting 
to receive them now in Tirana. They're 
moving them just all over the place," he 
said. 

Relief workers were hearing stories from 
the refugees "of men taken from families, 
people being robbed of all documents, 
money, jewelry... being told that they have 
one hour to leave a town or area or they 
will not live to see the next day," Juhn said. 

"The Kosovars we work with are ex
pressing tremendous gratitude that final
ly something is being done relative to their 
situation," he added. "Every person in our 
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A Macedonian soldier guides arriving Kosovar refugees across the border 
March 29. Refugees were flooding across the borders as the Serb army ordered 
people from their homes, often with just a few minutes' notice. 

existing community has family members 
or acquaintances who have either been 
killed- or are missing. The community is 
under tremendous stress, but they are ex
tremely grateful" for NATO involvement. 

In the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, CRS workers were preparing 
for the possible swelling of the steady 
stream of ethnic Albanian refugees from 
Kosovo, said Julie Chen, CRS country r e p 
resentative. She said 15,000 registered 
refugees were already in the country, and 
some had arrived weeks before NATO 
bombing attacks' on Yugoslavia began 
March 24. An average of 500 a' day were 
arriving in Skopje, the Macedonian capi
tal, she said in a telephone interview March 
29. 

While the world's concern [urns to 

Kosovo Albanian refugees, Chen said, peo
ple should not forget that many Yugoslav 
citizens, like Serbs in Belgrade who do not 
support Milosevic, are also suffering. 

"There are^a lot of innocent Serbian 
people that are suffering very much. We 
are in constant contact with staff in Bel
grade, they are Serbs. They tell us their 
families are terrified," she said. 

Many Serbs who oppose Milosevic are 
"quite angry" at the United States, she 
added. 

"What's happening now has done more 
to mobilize support for Milosevic.... It has 
given the population such a good reason to 
rally behind Milosevic and has set any in
ternal process to bring him down back a 
long ways. Now he's very popular," she 
said. 
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Pbp^ciiocese 
plea for peace 

m T I C A N C I T Y - Saying it is "never 
too late" for peace negotiations, Pope 
John Paul II urged a return to dialogue 
on Kosovo following five days of NATO 
air strikes against Yugoslavia. 

Violence in response to violence is 
never an answer to a crisis, the pope 
said. He called for an end to bombard
ments and all acts of vengeance in the re
gion. • •> • 

At the end of a Palm Sunday Mass 
Match 28, the pope said he "stands with 
the people who suffer, and cries out, to 
all: It is always time for peace! It is nev
er too late to meet and negotiate." ••': 

f: Addressing European parliamentari
ans the next day at the Vatican, the pope 
criticized the escalation of the Kosovo 
conflict.?' «.' ,7 / ':'''.' i Lv^-'^t'^f^r 
i p h ; E ^ ^ | ^ j t o j ; ^ I e n r e t a ^ o t h ^ y i r ; : 
blence is never a prospective way out of 

.ltJSgS5)pgttaT a crisis. 
the weapons and e n d ' t h e acts of 
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Kosovo flies in the face 

credness of life and our efforts to protect 

'-'"•:' ReacUngaprepai^sa t 
ii at die Federal Budding in Rochester in 
response to the air attacks, Schnittman 
said/"The Rochester Diocese and Bish
op (Matdiew) Clark name advocacy for 
the Consistent Life Ediic as a priority. 
Affirming all life that is threatened by vi
olence or war, we strongly oppose the 
action of NATO." 

We're 90% leased. Call us today! 

"We fell in love with 
the peace of mind." 

Caking care of a house became 

more trouble than it was worth for my 

wife and me, so we started looking 

into various retirement options and 

decided Chapel Oaks zvas the ideal 

place to go. The staff is so attentive to 

our every desire. We recently event to 

Grand Cayman and when ivc 

came back, our apartment was safe, 

secure and immaculately clean. 

\ow that's service!" 

— John and Betty Fulton 

Rochester, Xcic York 

The French call it jqie de vivre, or love of life. 

That ability to approach life joyfully and fully 

appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, 

residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester 's newest and 

finest rental retirement community, are finding the 

joy of retirement living. Once you 've experienced 

life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling 

in love with the true joy of living all over again. 

I all in love with the tradition of St. Ann 's of 

J . Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years has 

provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the St. 

Ann 's campus a;nd just minutes away from 

Rochester 's finest shopping, entertainment and 

cultural activities. The independence to continue an 

active life style without routine maintenance and 

tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept 

with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks 

Rochester 's most affordable retirement living 

options. The convenience of exceptional services and 

amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom 

apar tment homes. Or, fall in love with the security 

and peace of mind that comes from having priority 

access to a full cont inuum of health care services 

right on the St. Ann 's campus . 

f ^ Je t i r emen t is your time to seize the day and 

JL \ . life to its fullest; to experience youfr 

"joie de vivre." P l e a s e ca l l ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 

for m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t C h a p e l O a k s 

o r t o a r r a n g e y o u r p e r s o n a l t o u r . O n c e 

y o u s e e a l l t h a t w e h a v e to offer, y o u m a y 

j u s t f i n d y o u r s e l f f a l l i n g i n l o v e w i t h t h e 

tru.e j o y of l i v i n g a l l o v e r a g a i n ! 

ST . A N N ' S 
C H A P E L O A K S 

Full of Life 
1550 Port land Avenue Rochester, NY 14.621 

(716) 342-3052 
An affiliate of St. Ann's of Greater Rochester, Inc. 
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