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Snowbirds missed in home parishes

By Kathleen Schwar
Staff writer

Some winter Sundays, said Father
Robert Schrader of St. Mary's Church in
Auburn, “There have been occasions
when I got the microphone and asked, ‘Is
there a lector in the house?™”

That's because the parish's few dozen
snowbirds (northernérs who vacation in
the South during winter) have taken
flight. And despite the best-laid plans for
those who are lectors, singers, ushers and
other ministers to line up substitutes, va-
cangies occur. )

The migration of snowbirds starts in
fall, on or after Election Day. The depar-
tures pick up from there, with a big exo-
dus after Christmas.

“It seems every week somebody comes
up to you and says, ‘Well, I'll see you in.
the spring,”” said Father John Forni of
Walcott, pastor of the Catholic Commu-
nity of the Blessed Trinity.

“Every person, especially those fre-
quently involved in things, you do miss
them. Especially in a small parish,” he
said. | '

In p]anning a funeral luncheon this -

month, for example, parishioners from
St. Mary Magdalene in Wolcott had to
wing it without their master list of regular

Martha Ministry volunteers.

The list was in the care of Mary, who
was visiting Florida and Texas.

“I'm sure the list would be up here, very

’ safely tucked away,” Father Forni added.

But not having it meant a little more time
and effort to pull together the right peo-
ple. It also meant they'd be sure to retain

~ a copy of the master list elsewhere in the

future.
“You-léarn things like that,” he said.
During the winter, some 40-50 parish-
ioners at St. Mary Magdalene and 15-20
from St. Thomas in Red Creek go away,
Father Forni estimated. About 200 are left
attending St. Mary and 100 at St. Thomas.
From a financial aspect, however, the

effect of snowbirds apparently is not a

huge concern among parishes contacted.

In Geneseo, Father William Gordinier,
pastor of St. Mary's Church, said years
ago it did affect the parish budget when
quite a few parishioners went south dur-
ing winter. '

“At one time we did have a dip in the
wintertime when people were away,” he

said. However, he explained, “Five years ’

ago we got into the stewar ' “hip program,
and people seem to make it up when they
come back. I'm sure they help parishes

_where they are too. ... By and large we

don’t notice the-dip so much.”

At St. John the Evangelist Church in
Greece, Father Joseph D'Aurizio said per-
haps 100 parishioners become snowbirds
in winter. “But they are very loyal. They
will make up the contributions or even
send them in,” he said.

At St. Louis Church, Piusford, Father
James Schwartz, pastor, estimated about
50 members head south during the win:
ter.

“We are really working hard at getting
people to fill out a commitment card at
the beginning of the year, to budget a spe-
cific amount to the parish so there would
be a commitment factor in that they con-
tinue to contribute,” he said.

“We justdind of factor in snowbirds as
a way of life for our parish and we deal
with it,” he said, acknowledging the ac-
tivity factor can be hairder to deal with.
Even though the church has about 5,000
members, he said, the snowbirds include
active “daily Eucharist kinds of pcople,
weekly Bible study, and their absence is
very much missed. I';m thinking of Joyce
Rooney, our cantor, who is gone now.”

Some pastors pointed out there often is

"no typical Sunday collection, because of

winter snowbirds and summer vacation-
ers, as well as an influx of summer visi-

~ tors — which often helps make up for con-
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Retirees fill
churches in
other towns

By Mike Latona
Staff writer

Shortly after they began spending win-
ters in Florida, Edith Reidy recalled, she
and her husband Harry discovered at
lcast one rcason a priest at a local
Catholic parish welcomed their presence.

“(He) said, ‘We have o make all our
money during the winter when the snow-
birds arc around. After that we starve,”™
Edith laughed. She and Harry attend. St
Mary's Church in Elmira the rest of the
year. ) .
The priest's statement does carry a cer-
tain amount of truth to it. As the popula-
tion of snowbirds — northerncrs who
head South during the winter months ~
swells in retircment arcas, so docs atten-
dance at Catholic patishes.

Sunday collections presumably rise as
well.

Dianc and Bob Mcyer, parishioners at
St. M;u'y's Church in Geneseo, are among
the diocesan Catholics who escape the
snow cach year. They spend fate Septem-
ber through carly May in Spring Hill, ¥la,,
about 40 miles north of Tampa.

The Meyers attend St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini Church in Spring Hill. Dianc said
that at this time of year, *If you do not get
there carly, you will stand.”

Toni Thomas, parish secretary at St
Frances Xavier Cabrini, said that aten-
dance the weekend of March 20-21 for

seven Masses — that's right, seven — was
6,165, Collections totaled $26,434.

Comparatively, Thomas said, the fig-
ures for a weekend in August 1998 were
4,700 and $18,524.

Diane Meyer said she was surprised at
the outpouring of Catholics in the Tampa
ared during the winter, “We thought it
would be all Baptist, but there arc lots of
Catholics from up north,” she said.

She addegd that the people traffic
lessens by springtime, saying the parish
drops onc of its weckend Masses begin-
ning in May. Joe Cartelia said he notices
a similar trend in his part of Flogida.

“You can tell. A lot will Jeave al the end
of March and beginning of April,"Joc
said. He and his wife, Jane, reside in Trout
Lake — just north of Orlando - late Oc-
tober through early May. They're parish-
ioners at St. Ann’s Church in Hornell,

Yet Florida's population boom is more
than just retired snowbirds, Dianc Meyer
said.

“There are a lot of clderly, but a lot of
young people aiso,” she said.

Edith Reidy agreed that Florida scems
to have an increasing number of ycar-
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free of charge and at no obligation.

“IF YOU’VE MADE A WILL,
THERE’S ONE MORE
'THING TO DO...”

Considerate people who think to the future make wills to prepare for the inevitable. More
and more of these same people are also taking one more step. They're prearranging their
funerals at Crawford Funeral Home. This gesture means so much to their families,
for it relieves them of making countless decisions regarding final tribute.

To learn more about prearranged funerals, please call us. Our counsel is always available
David P. Crawford

. " FUNERAL JHOME INC.

495 North Winton Road, Rochester, NY 14610
’ (716) 482-0400

The Hurlbut

A Tradition of Quality Care

We are a full service medical facility
providing the following services for the
comfort of our patients and residents:

* Comprehensive rehabilitation services for
short term stays

* Specialized care services in the form
of infusion therapy, wound care and
management, tracheostomy, colostomy,
ileostomy, and gastrostomy tube care,
hospice care

* Skilled nursing care and rehabilitation for
those in need of iong term placement

* Physical, occupational, speech therapy

Admissions and tours
available 7 days a week

1177 Henrietta Rd. Rochester, NY 14623
(718) 424-4770 Fax (716) 424-1922

-~ REVERSE
MORTGAGES

Learn the Facts
If you are 62 Yrs. or older. a reverse mortgage
can supply you with additional monthly income
or instant cash based on equity 1n your 1-4 fumily
home or condo while you mantain title and
ownership of the property. For info and assistance
about government insured revense mortgages
al no obligation!! Call loday!

MARIO L. MARTIRANO

REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

1-800-881-2954

'‘AGENCY FOR CONSUMER
EQUITY MTGS., INC.

Satellite Office:
2300 West Ridge Rd.. 4th Floor,
" Rochester, NY 14626
Registered Mortgage Broker - NYS Banking
Dcpurlmenll Louns arrunged through 3d party

SPECIALIZING IN FHA/HUD HECM
AND FNMA REVERSE MORTGAGES




