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WORLD & NATION
Bishops, social ministry leaders lobby in Albany
By Kate Blain
Catholic News Service
ALBANY, N.Y. - T h e bishops of New
York — including Bishop Matthew H.
Clark - and more than 1,000 Catholics
converged on Albany March 9 to lobby
their legislators about health care, abor'tion, welfare, education and other policy
issues.
At a press conference during the daylong Public Policy Forum, which also featured sliategy meetings and a Mass, Cardinal John J. O'Connor of New York and
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard of Albany
sh.irplv (litici/ed attacks on Catholic
health care.
"Other health care agencies do not
lune the pressuies put on them that
Catholic agencies have," Cardinal O'Connor said. "We believe that every person is made in the image and likeness of
Cod. Theie are those who demand that
either we reject out principles, or we will
be diiven out of business. Well, we're not
going to give up. We believe that our
nioial and ethical approach is very resped ful of all the people of New York."
lie said Catholics "have a very serious
\esied inleiest" in the character of New
Ymk health care because "we take care of
appioximaielv '_'() percent o f patients in
the state."
Bishop Ilubbard said that attacks on
Catholic health care are being organized
bv PI,tuned Paieiithood and other organizations that are "rabid in their concern
for reproductive freedom."
He said there are numerous other services that some hospitals provide and others do not, but abortion is being singled
out as a "litmus test" lor whether a health
care agency adequately provides for the
needs of its patients.

Cardinal O ' C o n n o r said Catholic
health institutions are also confronting
new challenges in serving the poor because of reductions in Medicare and Medicaid.
Bishop Hubbard said partial-birth
abortion and assisted suicide were among
issues forum participants would discuss
with legislators.
Partial-birth abortion is a "barbaric procedure" that lawmakers should ban, as
they would "any form of child abuse," he
said.
He also took issue with proponents of
physician-assisted suicide, saying: "We remain gravely concerned that states may
follow the tragic lead of the state of Oregon."
While 15 people in Oregon have taken
their lives since the practice was legalized
there, he said, "there continue to be
350,000 residents of Oregon without basic health care."
Laura Casell, Catholic Charities director of thc-Rockville Centre Diocese, told
the reporters that services for former welfare recipients were another concern of
the Catholic lobbyists. They were there,
she said, to "remind legislators there are
indeed human faces behind the budget
numbers." •
She said that after a 36 percent drop in
state welfare cases since 1996, Catholic
Charities and other church agencies have
seen record numbers of requests for aid.
She said forum participants would'ask
for expansion of the earned income tax
credit, funding for transportation, health
care and child care, and state partnerships
with the private sector to create more
jobs.
Casell also called for a statewide tracking study of welfare recipients to find out
what Happens to them after they go off

welfare.
Also at the press conference was Sister
Jane Herb, an Immaculate Heart of Mary
nun who is Albany diocesan superintendent of schools.
She called funding for education "one
of the most perplexing issues facing New
York."
Sister Herb urged the Legislature to establish an education investment tax credit for corporations and individuals that
donate to public and nonpublic schools.
She said that idea — sparked by the State
Education Committee in 1993 — was one
"whose time has come. It would g o a long
way to support valuable programs. It
would lighten the burden on New York
state's taxpayers."
T h e Public Policy Forum is an annual
event that regularly draws more than
1,000 Catholics to the state Capitol to advocate changes in state laws and policies.
Bishop Hubbard said itjs "not just a oneday shot for the Catholic Church, but an
ongoing process of advocacy."
Cardinal O'Connor called it part of the
church's "responsibility to contribute to
the formation of policy so it will be in the

interest of all people."
In addition to the forum's targeted issues, Bishop Hubbard commented on his
recent efforts to change the drug laws
passed during the administration of Gov.
Nelson Rockefeller.
T h e laws "have not been successful.
They have targeted, in many instances,
low-level people in the drug trade," he
said. "Many of these are not violent offenders (and) would profit more from
treatment than incarceration."
Joining Bishop Clark in representing
the Diocese of Rochester at the forum
were Jack Balinsky, diocesan director of
Catholic Charities; J o e Kenney, Catholic
Family Center's director of social policy
and research, along with CF'C staff members and clients; Scarlett Emerson,
Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes'
parish and community development coordination, along with social ministry vol-'
unteers and staff; Kathleen Dubel,
Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier's
director ofjustice and peace, with volunteers and staff; and Father Brian Cool, copastor of St. MichaclVParish, Penn Yan,
and St. Andrew's Parish, Dundee.
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Kosovo conflict spreads
Albanian women and children cross a snow-covered field as they flee combat in the Drenica region of Kosovo March 20. The pope urged a peaceful
end to the fighting, but NATO airstrikes seemed imminent March 23.
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TWO HOLY CITIES
CONNECTED BY ONE AIRLINE.
ANNOUNCING EL AL'S NEW FREE STOPOVER IN ROME.
Visit two of the world's holiest cities. Beginning June 21st, EL AL will fly between
New York and Rome, departing every Monday and Thursday. For no extra charge,
you can stop in Rome on your way to or from Israel and connect to any of EL All's
daily flights* between Rome and Tel Aviv.
EL AL, Israel's national airline, offers the most nonstop service between the U.S.A.
and Israel, and is the only airline flying state-of-the-art 747400 aircraft, offering
personal TV monitors at every seat. Chosen by a committee of the Vatican, EL AL
is the official carrier'of the year 2000 Jubilee in Israel, Your Holyland experience
begins the moment you board EL AL. Call your travel agent or 1-800-223-6700.
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Feast of
Sorrows
Tallis' Lamentations

of Jeremiah

Pergolesi's Stabat Mater
GOOD FRIDAY
April 2, 1999, 7:30 pm

Saint Anne Church
1600 Mount Hope Avenue
Free Admission
This concert is f u n d e d i n part by Saint Anne Church and a grant from New York
State Legislature, New York State Council on the Arts and Arts & Cultural Council.
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