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Bishops, social ministry leaders lobby in Albany

By Kate Blain

Catholic News Service

ALBANY, N.Y. — The bishops of New
York — including Bishop Matthew H.
Clark — and more than 1,000 Catholics
converged on Albany March 9 10 lobby
their legislators about health care, abor-
“tion, welfare, education and other policy
l\\U(\

At a press conference dunng the day-
long Public Policy Forum, which also fca-
tured strategy meetings and a Mass, Car-
dinal John J. O’Connor of New York and
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard of Albany
sharply criticized attacks on Catholic
health care.

“Other health care agencies do not
have the presswes put on them that
Catholic agencies have,” Cardinal O'-
Connor said. “We believe that every per-
son is made in the image and likeness of
God. There are those who demand that
either we reject our principles, or we will
be driven out of business. Well, we're not
going o give up. We believe that our
moral and ethical approach is very re-
speatful of alt the people of New York.”

He sad Catholies "have a very serious
voested interest”™ in the character of New
York health care because “we take care of
approximately 20 percent-of patients in
the state.”

Bishop Hubbard said that attacks on
Cathalic health care are being organized
by Planned Parenthood and other orga-
nizations that are “rabid in thew concern
for reproductive freedom.”

He said there are numerous other ser-
vices that some hospitals provide and oth-
evs do not, but abortion is being singled
out as a “liunus test” for whether a health
care agency ;\dcqualcly provides for the
needs of its patients.

- health institutions are also confronting

Cardinal O’Connor said Catholic
new challenges in serving thé poor be-
cause of reductions in Medicare and Med-
icaid.

Bishop Hubbard "said partial-birth
abortion and assisted suicide were among
issues forum participants would discuss
with legislators.

Partial-birth abortion is a “barbaric pro-
cedure” that lawmakers should ban, as
they would “any form of child abuse,” he
said.

He also took issue with proponents of
physician-assisted suicide, saying: “We re-
main gravely concerned that states may
follow the tragic lead of the state of Ore-
gon.”

While 15 people in Oregon have taken
their lives since the practice was legalized
there, he said, “there continue to be
350,000 residents of Oregon without ba-
sic health care.”

Laura Casell, Catholic Charities direc-
tor of the-Rockville Centre Diocese, told
the reporters that services for former wel-
fare recipients were another concern. of
the Catholic fobbyists. They were there,
she said, to “remind legislators there are
indeed human faces behind the budget -
numbers.”

She said that after a 36 percent drop in
state welfare cases since 1996, Catholic
Charities and other church agencies have
seen record numbers of requests for aid.

She said forum participants would ask
for expansion of the carned income tax
credit, funding for transportation, health
care and child care, and state partnerships
with the private sector 10 create more
jobs.

Cascll also called for a statewide track-
ing study of welfare recipients to find out
what happens to them after they go off
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welfare.

Also at the press conference was Sister
Jane Herb,-an Immaculate Heart of Mary
nun who is Albany diocesan superinten-
dent of schools,

She called funding for education “one
of the’ most perplexing issues facing New
York.”

Sister Herb urged the Legislature to es-
tablish an educatjon invesfment tax cred-
it for corporations and individuals that
donate to public and nonpublic schools.
She said that idea — sparked by the State
Education Committee in 1993 — was one
“whose time has come. It would go-a long
way to support valuable firograms. It
would lighten the burden on New York
state’s taxpayers.”

The Public Policy Forum is an annual
event that regularly draws more than
1,000 Catholics to the state Capitol to ad-
vocate changes in state laws and policies.
Bishop Hubbard said it is “not just a one-
day shot for the Catholic Church, but an

_ongoing process of advocacy.”

Cardinal O'CGonnor called it part of the
church’s “responsibility to contribute to
the formation of policy so it will be in the

interest of all people.”™ |

In addition to the forum’s targeted is-
sues, Bishop Hubbard commented on his
recent efforts to change the drug laws
passed during the administration of Gov.
Nelson Rockefeller. )

The laws “have not been successful.
They have targeted, in many instances,
low-level people in the drug trade,” he
said. “Many of these are not violent of-
fenders (and) would profit more from
treatment than incarceration.”

Joining Bishop Clark in representing
the Diocese of Rochester at the forum
were Jack Balinsky, diocesan director of
Catholic Charitics; Joe Kenney, Catholic
Family Center’s director of social policy
and research, along with CFC staff mem-
bers and clients; Scarlett Emerson,
Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes’
parish and community development co-
ordination, along with social ministry vol-*
unteers and staff; Kathleen Bubel,
Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier’s
director of justice and peace, with volun-
teers and staff; and Father Brian Cool, co- -
pastor of St. Michacl’s Parish, Penn Yan,
and St. Andrew’s Parish, Dundec.
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Kosovo conflict spreads

Albanian women and children cross a snow-covered field as they flee com- -
bat in the Drenica region of Kosovo March 20. The pope urged a peaceful
end to the fighting, but NATO airstrikes seemed imminent March 23.

i M
| This concert is funded in part by Saint Anne Church and a grant from New York
State Legislature, New York State Council on the Arts and Arts & Cultural Council.

Feast of
SOorrows

Tallis” Lamentations of Jeremiah
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater

* GOOD FRIDAY
April 2, 1999, 7:30 pm

Saint Anne Church
1600 Mount Hope Avenue
Free Admission

Check out the onlihe edition
of the C.ourler at

S wﬁur“. R SR

con}.e



file:///esied
http://www.catholiccourier.com

