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Ithaca school children 
value service to others 

Greg Francis/Staff photographer 

Elizabeth Frantz, right, a seventh-grader at immaculate Conception School, 
Ithaca, helps organize and alphabetize books in the school's library Feb. 4. 

By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

On Wednesday, Feb. 3, Immaculate Con­
ception School in Ithaca was site of a his­
toric afternoon basketball game as part of 
its Catholic Schools Week celebrations. 

In an exclusive phone interview with the 
Catholic Courier, seventh-grader Lillian Yav-
its shared the winning secrets of the stu­
dents' team to which she belonged. Her 
team bested an opposing team of school 
parents and staff. 

Yavits proudly noted that the students 
beat the parents 76-34, despite the fact that 
"most of the parents were taller than us." 
But, Yavits was asked,'did the students' win 
also have something to do widi the fact that 
aging has slowed down the taller adults? 

"Sort of," she replied diplomatically. 
- Apparently, though, Immaculate school 
"parents will have nothing to worry about if 
old age eventually slows them down to the 
point where their children must take care of 
them. For the school has made taking care 
of others not only an. important part of 
Catholic Schools Week, but a regular part 
of the students' curriculum, according to 
Anne Woodard, die school's chairwoman 
of marketing and publicity. From charity 
fundraising efforts to food pantry volun-
teerism, students regularly work on projects 
aiding Ithaca's citizens in need, she said. 

"We feel really as a Christian communi­
ty that we need to give back to the com­
munity we live in," said Woodard, whose 
daughter, Allison, is an eighth-grader in the 
school for grades pre-K through eight. 

During Catholic Schools Week — which 
the Ithaca school and a number of South­
ern Tier schools celebrated Feb. 1-5, a week 
ahead of the rest of the diocese — Immac-
ulate's 190 students took on a variety of 
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community service tasks, Woodard said. 
Four-year-old preschoolers made St. 

Valentine's Day cards for senior citizens in 
local nursing homes. Meanwhile, fifth-, 
sixth- and eighth-graders raised money for 
children's charities by buying their way out 
of homework at 25 cents per problem, 
Woodard said. Her daughter spent $2.50 
of the allowance she gets for doing chores, 
to get out of doing the math work, she said. 

"Math is not one of her favorite sub­
jects," Woodard noted of Allison. 

Prior to Catholic Schools Week, many of 
the school's students and staff volunteered 
to paint and clean the school. And during 
the week itself, seventh-graders organized 
the school library. 

On Feb. 2 — as they do three Tuesdays a 
month — sixth- and eighth-grade students 
helped sort food for the parish's commu­
nity pantry. It operates weekly in rotation 
with other community pantries serving 
people in need, Woodard said. 
• Kathy Wood — who teaches English to 

students to grades five through eight — not­
ed that working in the food pantry teaches 
valuable lessons. Students must follow di­
rections, solve problems and realize that 
others do not have what they have, she said. 

"They learn not to be so self-centered," 
she said. "They learn to offer help, rather 
than wait to be asked." 

Like Woodard, Wood pointed out that 
community service is a feature at the school 
all year long. For example, she said, instead 
of buying each other Secret Santa (Christ­
mas presents this year, students bought pre­
sents for children in the community who 

. otherwise wouldn't have any, she said. 
Wood's comments were echoed by sev­

enth-grader Brandon Sforzo, who orga­
nized a music program featuring the 
school's younger children for the Feb. 3 bas-
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Kristina-Marie McCoy, an Immaculate Conception School fifth-grader, takes part 
in a "homework buyout" program. Students donated the money to charity. 

;ind sixth-graders Peter Corina, Jennifer 
rerwilliger.and Jaffa Bush, she said. 

ketball game. 
"I think most *of the kids see the com­

munity service projects as a good thing," 
he said. "They learn not to rule (needy peo­
ple) out, and to let them be part of the com­
munity." „ 

As part of its effort to recruit new stu­
dents, Immaculate Conception highlighted 
its community service efforts, academic 
programs and other assets in the local me­
dia during Catholic Schools Week, 
Woodard noted. She noted that the week 
began with six Immaculate students ap^ 
pearing on Casey Steven's morning radio 
show on WHGU 870 AM on Feb. 1. The 
students were her daughter Allison, sev­
enth-graders Malt Cedar and Mimi Baveye, 

Apparently the publicity paid off be­
cause! lie school drew more than 100 peo­
ple to its open house on Tuesday night, 
Feb. 2, Woodard said. 

"We even had people who didn't have 
kids come," she said. "They came to find 
out what we were about." 

She added that, as the only Catholic 
school in IthacsJ, Immaculate needs to pro­
mote its values and projects regularly if it 
wants to continue attracting new students. 

"Sometimes, I think people forget about 
us," she said of Immaculate. "(Catholic 
Schools Week) is a good time lo put u.s in 
the limelight." 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE IN THE CATHOLIC TRADITION 

T Y B U R N A C A D E M Y 
SCHOLARSHIP/ENTRANCE EXAM 

For Fall 1999 • Feb. 27, 1999 • 9:00 a m 
Call to register 315-252-2937 

Scholarships are awarded based on exam performance 

O P E N H O U S E Feb. 24, 1999 • 7:00 pm 
59 Pulaski St. • Auburn 

Tyburn is a private college preparatory school for young men and women in grades 9 through 12 

HIGH MARKS 

ALL AROUND 
• R a n k e d th i rd in t h e North on US News & World Report's 

1999 "Best Values" List... 

• 14 s t u d e n t Fu lbr igh t s c h o l a r s in t h e las t .10 yea r s . . . 

• T h r e e - t i m e n a t i o n a l c h a m p i o n s in Div i s ion III m e n ' s 
lacrosse . . . 

Tha t ' s j u s t t he s t a r t of t h e list of N a z a r e t h Col lege 's d i s ­
t inc t ions . To learn m o r e a b o u t t h e e d u c a t i o n we offer, call 
( 7 1 6 ) 3 8 9 - 2 5 2 5 . 

Vis i t our webs i t e : w w w . n a 2 . e d u 

Nazareth College 
4245 East Avenue • Rochester, NY 14618-3790 

http://www.na2.edu

