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Relief agencies send aid 
to earthquake survivors 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - A week after 
a 6.0 magnitude earthquake flattened 
cities in western Colombia, relief agencies 
scrambled to meet people's needs, while 
thousands fled one of the hardest-hit cities. 

In the days immediately following the 
Jan. 25 quake, the president of the Colom
bian bishops' conference and Pope John 
Paul II called for solidarity with victims of 
the disaster that struck cities in the coun
try's western coffee-growing region. 

In the United States, the Catholic Med
ical Mission Board and Catholic Relief Ser
vices sent supplies and personnel to help. 

"In this year devoted to God die Father 
and focused on the virtue of charity, the 
painful tragedy of our brouSers and sisters 
in the coffee region is a test of our Christ
ian fraternity," said Archbishop Alberto 
Giraldo Jaramillo of Medellin. 

"Once again> the pain of those who have 
lost dieir loved ones and are now homeless 
is knocking at the doors of our hearts," he 
said, referring to the earthquakes that hit 
Colombia in 1995, 1994 and 1992. 

The earthquake devastated 20 towns 
and villages in five provinces. Armenia, the 
capital city of Quindio province, experi
enced the worst damage, auuhorities said. 

At least 940 were killed and an estimat
ed 200,000 people were left homeless. 

On Jan. 29 and 30, looters raided mar
kets and a Red Cross warehouse in Arme
nia in search of household goods and food. 
Riot police arrested dozens of people. 

Faced with shortages of food and clean 
water and a worsening public health situa
tion, the government provided free buses 
to lake people out of Armenia to Cali, 
Ibague and Manizales, outside the earth
quake zone. 

Archbishop Giraldo established a spe
cial collection for the victims, saying mon
ey would be collected in parishes Jan. 31 
and in other Catholic institutions, such as 
schools, colleges and.hospitals, Feb. 1. 

"The help will be sent immediately to 
our fellow bishops of Armenia arid Pereira, 
as a sign of ecclesial communion," Arch
bishop Giraldo said. 

Speaking in Mexico City Jan. 25 near the 
end of a five-day visit, Pope John Paul ex
pressed his sadness for the victims of the 

Two nuns slain 
in Sierra Leone 
By Lynne Weil 
Catholic News Service 

ROME — Two kidnapped Missionaries 
of Charity nuns died in an exchange of 
gunfire between Sierra Leone rebels and 
pursuing troops. 

Meanwhile, the rebels released three 
other nuns and an Italian brother. 

Xaverian Brother Guglielmo Zambiasi, 
34, and Sister Suchelle, superior of the 
Missionaries of Charity order in Kissy, 
Sierra Leone, were in good condition, the 
Italian missionary news service MISNA 
reported Jan. 31, two days after their re
lease. 

The missionaries and several other 
priests and religious had been seized in 
rebel raids on the Xaverian community in 
Kissy, east of the Sierra Leonese capital of 
Freetown, Jan. 12 and 14. They were 
moved frequently to avoid detection and 
were rarely able to wash. 

On Jan. 22, die rebels shot and killed 
Missionaries of Charity Sister Aloysius 
Maria, another nun in the hostage group, 
as they fled ECOMOG troops. 

They also shot Xaverian Father Giro-
lamo Pistoni, 43 , in the chest, but the 
priest escaped by feigning death and wait
ing until the group left before he sought 
help. 

earthquake. 
"We show our love, being in solidarity 

with our brothers who are suffering at this 
time," he said. 

According to official reports, half of the 
ciiy of Armenia was destroyed, A CRS re
port said two-uhirds of Armenia's buildings 
were uninhabitable. 

"It's a complete catastrophe, and we will 
take years to rebuild die city. We're finding 
more bodies every minute," said state Gov. 
Henry Gomez. 

EDITORS' NOTE: Contributions to the 
Catholic Medical Mission Board's medical re
lief in Colombia may be made by calling the 
agency's hot line, (800) 678-5659. Contribu
tions to CRS may be made by phoning (800) 
736-3467 or sending checks to CRS,^P.O. Box 
17090, Baltimore, MD 21203-7090. 

Rauttra/CNS 
Catholic nuns hand out bags of food to earthquake survivors in Armenia, 
Colombia, Jan. 31. Thousands of survivors of the powerful quake were without 
food and water as supplies were scarce. 

The Safest Place May Be 
Out Of Your Home! 

There's no place like home. 
But if you smell gas we want 
you to get out of your house. 
Why? because we want you to 
be safe. RG&E and area fire 
departments respond day and 
night tor gas odor calls.-Most 
turn out to be minor, but some 
become real gas emergencies, 
serious business to be handled 
only by trained professionals.-

So if you smell gas, get out of 
the house immediately. 

Any spark could cause 
trouble so: 
• Don't turn electrical 

switches on or off. 
• Don't use electrical 

appliances. 
• Don't light a match or use 

a lighter. 
• Don't pick up the phone. 

If you're already on the 
phone, don't hang up. 

• Leave the building and 
call us from a neighbor's 
phone. 

• Meet the gas crew when 
it gets there, so you can 
explain the situation. 

You can call RG&E 24 hours a. 
day, 7 days a week. To reach 
us, call 546-1100. Our toll-free 
number is 1-888-253-8888. 
If those numbers aren't handy, 
just dial 911. We'll come out 
and solve the problem. But if 
you can't remember anything 
else, please remember this: 
if you smell gas, get up and 
get out. Because RG&E wants 
you safe. 
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