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Keeping your 
own faith 

STORY BY MIKE LATONA 

Katie Lewis is a regu­
lar participant with 
the St. Gregory/St. 

Anne youth group in 
Marion and Palmyra. 
She has attended sever­
al diocesan retreats and 
conventions as well. 

However, Catholic . 
events only make up 
part of Katie's list of 
religious activities. 

She also attends 
youth group at the 
Second Reformed 
Church in Marion and is 
a veteran of Baptist 
conventions and summer 
camps. In fact, she 
recently attended the 
American Baptist Youth 
Convention in Syracuse. 

Katie, as well as others 
interviewed for this story, 
values both Catholic and 
non-Catholic religious 
doings. In her eyes, these events serve to 
unite Christians, rather than highlight the 
differences between their 
denominations. 

"They bring me closer to people who 
are committed to the same things," said 
Katie, 15. 

In Geneseo, Jen Migliore attends 
youth-group meetings at two churches: 
St. Mary's Parish on Sunday mornings, 
and the Baptist church in town on 
Thursday nights. The Baptist meetings, 
she said, are attended by Episcopalians 
and Methodists as well. 

"They're about your faith (in God), not 
necessarily your religion," said Jen, 17. 

When that group does discuss 
differences in their denominations, she 
said, the talks are amiable. 

"They want to learn about the 
concept and idea," Jen reported. 

For instance, she said, "We got into dis­
ci ussionltibout heaven and hell. I was 
the only one who believed in purgatory, 
and we had a long discussion about it." 
- Audrey Smerbeck got a close-up look 
at the Mormon faith when she attended 
the Hill Cumorah Pageant near Palmyra 
last summer with her mother and brother. 
The event is held on the site where 
Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon 
faith (also known as the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints) Is said to have 

discovered tablets in 
the 1800s that were 
allegedly written by 
the prophet Mormon 
around 400 A.D. 
Audrey said that 
pageant volunteers of­
fered her a brochure 
listing a phone number 
for those who wish to 
learn more about the 
Mormon faith. But, 
Audrey said, she'd 
rather stick with her 
pwn. 
"I was raised Catholic. 
Something Inside me 
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encourage teens to take part in the 
local chapter of Young Life, a 
nondenominational Christian 
organization for adolescents. And, on a 
recent weekend, the Rasmussens 
accompanied some teens to a youth-
group meeting at a Free Methodist 
church in Binghamton. 

"I think that seeing kids walking in their 
faith, strong in their belief even if it's not 
necessarily the Catholic perspective, is 
something they want," Rasmussen said. 

Rasmussen said that Catholics, also, 
should embrace what they've been 
taught—which means keeping a 
distinction between those beliefs and 
the beliefs voiced at non-Catholic 
religious events. This is something he 
emphasizes with the teens in his group. 

"It's a.delicate balance," he said. 
Jen observes this balance by 

attending the Baptist church meetings 
but not attending the Sunday services. 

"I think I'd consider it a new 
experience, but I really only.like the 
Catholic service. It's me, really." Jen said. 

Katie, as well, said she would not be in­
terested Jn joining a Second Reformed or 
Baptist church. Up to this point, she 
added, her friends from those churches 
have not pressured her to join. 

"I haven't sensed that at all yet. I hope 
I don't "she said. 

Thirty or40 years ago, Michael 
Theisen said. It would have been 
unthinkable for a Cathode teen 
to go fo Protestant youth group 

However, Theisen noted, the 
Second Vatican Council of the 
1960s—which produced a 
sweeping series of Cathode 
Church reforms — called for 
greater cooperation between 
Catholics and people of other 
faiths 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Card of Thanks 

NOTICE TO ST. JUDE AND 
BLESSED MOTHER: Thanks 
for favors received. SMD 

Miscel laneous 

Help Wanted Help Wanted-Part Time 

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 
Part-time, 12-15 hrs. 
per week. Honest, 

dependable. 
All household duties. 

787-0288 

Sisters 61 Mercy 
KITCHEN ASSISTANT NEEDED 

For evenings, weekends, and 
Holidays. On the jobjraining. 

Reliable transportation 
is necessary. 

Call Steve at 288-8188. 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

Financial Services Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

A MEDICAL MEDITATION 
ON THE PASSION OF 

JESUS CHRIST, 
Send $14.95 + $4.00 s&h to: 

Anonymous Doc 
P.O. Box 176 

Northville, Ml 48167 

PASTORAL MINISTER with 
Hispanic Migrant Farmworkers in 
Western New York: Pastoral min­
istry position is being established 
in rural Niagara, Orleans, and 
Genesee counties to work with 
area churches to assess and 
respond to the pastoral needs of 
Hispanic migrant and settled out 
farmworkers. Fluency in Spanish 
and English and experience in 
pastoral ministry required. 
Willingness to travel also 
required. Salary $20,000-22,000 
plus benefits. Please send cover 
letter and resume by Feb. 12, 
1999 to: Kathy Cannon, Diocese 
ol Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Rd„ 
Rochester, NY 14624-1890. 
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MERCHANDKI 

Wanted to Buy 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linens. 
Wanted: complete estate* and 

boinchaWt. Sell to mc for caih or 
I wul conduct a sale for you. 

Marilyn's Antiques 
716-647-2480 

FAIRPORT VILLAGE: 2 BR 
remolded, off-street parking. 
Non-smoker/No pets. $610 mo. 
+ utilities. Security dep. + refer­
ences. 716-425-1718 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $591 
Water damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Any size patches or 
repairs. Quality work; reason­
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Home Improvement 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser­
vice. Will do odd jobs. No job 
too small. Call Ken 
716-247-8785. 

MORTGAGES 
• Purchase ^ L • Refinance 

Riverview Mortgage Corp. 
Registered NYS Mortgage Broker 

NYS Banking Department 
Loans arranged through third party lenders 

(716)424-2040 

Bowman 
Roofing/Sid ing 

Since 1912 
Leaks & Ice Problems 

323-2916 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS: Jr. Interior paint­
ing. Basement walls repaired-
painted. All types of repairs 
392-4435. 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, wafls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

Travel 

• Evergreen Tours Presents 
; 1999 Philadelphia Flower Show 
J March 6-7,1999 $165pp/dbl. 
! Greater Hamilton Tattoo 
[ June 6,1999- $69pp. 
! For more information call 
! 711 


