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Raczsm can be CO”SCZOI!S unconsczous

Recently news reports were filled with
accounts of the massacre of 45 péople
near Racak, in-the province of Kosovo, in
southwest Serbia. This new episode of
“ethnic violence” was apparently perpe-
trated by Serbs against Albanian civilians
and guerrilla soldiers. The issue at stake
is rooted in centuries-old rivalries and ha-
tred between different ethnic peoples vy-
ing to control the same land.

I suppose | read these news accounts
with a sense of dismay and confusion. I
am not as aware as I probably should be
about the rivalries and the history that
drive this conflict in a distant, unfamiliar
part of the world. I think I may even as-
sume an attitude of “aloof superiority”
sometimes, thinking that [ and my coun-
try and my associates have evolved be-
yond the point of such “ethnic violence.”
And indeed there is nothing as obvious-
ly violent as this going on anywhere
around me.

Still, my own life is not immune from
a kind of “ethnic violence” that remains
hidden in the contours of patterns that I
have assumed over the course of my own
history. Like everybody else, 1 was born
into a certain social class in this country.
Like everybody else, I lived in certain
kinds of neighborhoods, went to certain
kinds of schools, worshiped in particular
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churches and made job and career choic-
es that drew mie to associations with cer-
tain kinds of people. For the most part,
both the conscious choices I'm aware of
making, and the unconscious ones I
simply “fell into,” have contributed to my
living and working among people who
are, for the most part, just like me.

I associate primarily with people of my
same race. I associate primarily with peo-
ple who have similar educational back-
grounds to my own. The people I live
near and ‘work with have access to ad-
vantages that I enjoy, too. Their approach
to “the systems” of U.S. culture are like

mine. We have prob]ems all right, just -
like all other people in every other cul-_

ture and place on earth. We face concern
about those we care about; financial in-
securities, health difficulties at times,

breakdowns in relationships, even weath-
er-related setbacks. 7

But one of the greatest limitations
characterizing my life, and I think the
lives of many of us, has been my isolation
from‘people who are not just like me. I
am particularly aware of this limitation
having just recently celebrated Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. In spite of my famil-

iarity with the life and writings of Dr.

King, in spite of my admiration for the
civil rights movement and all that it has
meant for both the majority culture and
minority cultures in our country, I must
say that my own life has remained sadly
locked into my own race, my own class,
perspectives that are just like my own.
Those around me are mostly white, so
they enjoy the same use of cultural pow-
er and opportunity that I claim.

I have heard that prejudice against
those who are not just like oneself is a uni-
versal phenomenon. We all fear those
who are different, those whom we have
not encountered yet. We all construct psy-
chological barriers against others, and we
weave imaginative theories about how
“the other” is both inferior and threat-
ening to ourselves. This is pretty much a
universal phenomenon among all peo-
ple; we need not be overly ashamed or
enter into denial because we do this sort

of thing.
But racism is not just prejudicial atti-

[ tudes toward those of other races. Racism

includes the use of the power we have
against people of other races. For most
of us, the power we wield is exercised not
through armies or direct political action,
but is exercised in all kinds of subtle ways
that keep us from recognizing it. We
don’t associate with people of other
races. We don’t become their friends. We
don’t worship with people of other class-
es. We don't hire people of other races.
We don't live near people of other races.
We aren't educated with people of an-
other clads. We secure our own advantage
by making sure that “those most like me”
can remain isolated and well apart from
people of other races and other classes.

News from Kosovo, the celebration of
Dr. King's life, some personal reflection
on how we use our own power to keep
other races “down and away” from our-
selves need not afflict us with useless
guilt and denial. We all need to person-
ally -address our own participation in
racism, which I firmly believe to be the
central evil of our time and culture. Not
one of us is exempt from this.
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ST. ANN S

ADULT DAY SERVICES

Full of Life

Home Connection offers older adults and pérsons with
disabilities the best of both worlds. It enables them the
opportunity to live at home while spending the

day at St. Ann’s.

Our services include:
+ Personal care and bathing

+ Hot meals and nutritional counseling
+ Physical, occupational and speech therapies
“+ Skilled nursing and health monitoring
» Social work counseling and case management

+ Podiatry and dental hygiene
* Religious & educational activities
* Social activities & field trips ,
* Transportation .

+ Individual & group exercise programs

We will also arrange special services like medical
transportation, mental health referrals, lab & diagnostic tests,
and appointments to St. Ann’s beauty salon/barber shop, and

visits to the P“Ann’try store.

Don's T muaé‘ Service Presents
A Pilgrimage to Medjugorje and
- the Beatification of Padre Pio

April 30 to May 13th, 1999
Eor by%rmatiow call Don Dwello 315-539-2912

If you would like more information call
St. Ann’s Home Connection,
at 342-1700, ext. 440.

g’( limit one coupon per family

Fr=—————meem—ny

St. Ann’s Home Connection ,
This coupon entitles you to one FREE day including lunch ( A $97 value)

342-1700 ext. 440
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mtmduaory offer

- Through a special arrangement
between Wayuga Press and the -
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depanme"nt,
you can now get quality, affordable

) “ typesetting and printing.

Give us a call for your next job!
COURIER GRAPHICS * 716-328-4340
WAYUGA Press © 315-754-6229

JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

WiLL BE HOSTING A

PARENT INFORMATION Niekt

for 5th and 6th grades for
the 1999-2000 school year

on February tst at 7:00 p.m.

Hear about curriculum, academics,
clubs, sports and.more.
Registration will start on February 1st.

For more information, call.

544-5060

125 Kings Highway South . -
Rochester, NY 14617
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