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WORLD &- NATION
Marchers press for end to abortion
»

By Nancy Hartnagel
Catholic Newsservice
WASHINGTON - At the rally kicking
off the 26th annual March for Life Jan. 22
in Washington, March founder Nellie Gray
and Boston Cardinal Bernard F. Law urged
marchers to read the U.S. Catholic bishops' latest pro-life statement.
The ongoing impeachment trial of President Clinton took a toll on speaker
turnout, as only five members of Congress
— far fewer than in recent years — addressed the noontime gathering on the Ellipse near the White House.
The rally and march to the U.S.
Supreme Court marked the anniversary of
the court's 1973 Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs.
Bolton decisions, which legalized abortion
in the United States.
This year's theme was: "For what shall it
profit a man, if he gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?"
Near the end of the 80-minute rally.
Gray told tens of thousands of marchers
gathered under cloudy skies that the bishops' statement was printed in the march
program.
Titled "Living the Gospel of Life: A
Challenge to American Gadiolics," it was
approved by the bishops last November at
their general meeting in Washington.
"We are moving in the right direction
with this statement," Gray said, adding that
she intends to work with the bishops in a
united effort. .
But, she said the statement had been "reported with various spins," and she encouraged marchers to "read that statement
totally."
Gray then introduced Boston Cardinal
Bernard F. Law, former chairman of the
bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Activities.
The cardinal said he was proud of the
body of U.S. bishops, also represented at
the rally by Cardinal John J. O'Connor of
New York and 15 other archbishops and
bishops.
"There is no body in the United States
that has been more consistently and effectively pro-life through the years than has
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops," he said.
"It's very important that in the pro-life
movement we understand who is with us
and who is against us, and that we stand
united for life," he said.
After introducing the bishops present,
Cardinal Law also urged marchers, "Read
the bishops' statement."
In this nation, he said, "we are becoming

nun

rebels f & l f ^ a ^ i i e ^ M u ^ ^ d '
;aiJeal^Qnie.- otfteF5'kW'riappcdt; mis? f
sipnary was mjured, according toreports from an Italian Catholic rnis-T'

Marty Luadwa/CNS

Tens of thousands of people from around the country gathered in Washington
to protest abortion at,the annual March for Life Jan. 22.
desensitized to. die needs of die poor, the
vulnerable, the weak." The "chickens of
abortion" had come home to roost in
changes in welfare law, in debates on capital punishment and "in the callousness
with which we ignore genocide in the Sudan," he said.
"We need to make a change," he continued. "And don't think that the change is
going to be excommunicating this one or
that one. That's not going to do it.
"The change is going to be with every
Catholic citizen assuming his or her responsibility to vote for life across the
board," he said. "That's what's going to
make the difference."

No estimate of crowd size was given by
march officials, though Gray promised
even more would come in 2000. Neither
Washington Metropolitan police nor U.S.
Park Police give crowd esitimates.
In his remarks at the rally, New York's
Cardinal O'Connor told the crowd that a
number of U.S. cardinals and bishops were
in Mexico to greet die pope at his arrival
there Jan. 22.
"In view of the fact that no one in the
world — no one — has stood taller for life
than Pope John Paul II," he said, "it is
most fitting that a very large contingent of
American cardinals and bishops be on
hand to greet him in Mexico."
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founded by MotherTeresa, was shot
to death, die MISNA news service reportedJan. 23.
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Ktssy, east of the Sierra Leonese caf>
ital of IreetownT Xavenan Fadier "
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* MISNAreporteddiat the nun had
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entiy was injured in a botched execution attempt. p^
*•***«* ^
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hospital, the rebels were abandoning
(liar provisional headquarters in the "area or'tHe.capital in.a disorderlymath"
ner," the agency
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to * get nd ! ofsome of the prisoners, 5
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Bishop George Biguza of Makem,
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THE HERITAGE
More than the comforts of home.
At The Heritage, you'll enjoy living in a friendly, caring community
of physicians, nurses, and friends. Plus a range of services including
our on-site full-time physicians and medical staff, therapists, our
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pharmacy, hair salon, country store, chapel with
?H I 1 1 ^ interfaith services, and recreation all under one
•
roof! The Heritage offers many more comforts
along with the freedom to plan your own days. So
A DAY
call (716) 342-1700 today for a tour and
consultation. We'll be happy to explain how we can accommodate
your schedule, financial situation, and the services you desire.
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Vatican condemns U.S.
air attacks against Iraq
ME^OiCtTY^ (CNS)>-Theyati>
can condemned renewed allied attacks against Iraq as Pope John Paul
II preached peace during a pastoral
visittoMexico
* '
Promptedforcomment on dieJan.
25 attacks thought to have claimed
nearly a dozen civilian lives, Vatican,
spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls.
told members of the traveling Vatican
pnjss corps: "This r ^ Incident cph-T firms once again wtat thejHdjgft^
|her has said bejorer, in njpAytfA^
ThaTmiUtary measures do not bv

