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Jubilee 
Continued from page 1. 

During King David's rule, when vast 
masses of lands were acquired, an admin
istrative structure developed where not oi> 
ly was land inherited, but it also became a 
reward for service to the state. 

"In all of this the losing party is the peas
ants, who had access to smallplots. The rul
ing class is taking over those kinds of land 
and larger estates are being formed at the 
expense to the total disappearance of these 
plots." Premnath said. 

The jubilee was an attempt to slow those 
effects and attempt a return to pre-monar-
c hie values, he said. 

Jubilee values lived on, he said, in ac
counts of eighth-century prophets. Isaiah 
5:8-10 and Micah 2:14 denounce the accu
mulation of land and the disappearance of 
small plots, he said, adding, "They may not 
be in jubilee fopm,,but certainly values em
bedded in jubilee continue(d) on." 

In the end, he said, "What was the basic 
intent behind the jubilee? If we can relate to 
that, it is going to provide us more practi
cal ways of relating to this concept. 

"The primary question is who has access 
and what kind of access to the economic 
base. The question can be raised irrespec
tive of time and place and culture." 

N o limitations 
The diocese does not intend to limit such 

questioning, and creativity in celebrating 
the Jubilee, according to Suzanne 
Schnittman and'Sister Janet Korn, RSM, 
both of diocesan Catholic Charities. 

"We see the Jubilee Year as a wonderful 
opportunity to restore the world in com
munion with God's dream for it," Sister Ko
rn said. "I call it leveling the playing field of 
humanity, in a sense. We know it is a very 
big dream, almost like starting over. Bibli
cally what they did was diey returned the 
land ... and gave everybody the opportuni-
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ty to start again in right relationship. There 
wasn't an economic domineering power 
over one another, it was more equal. That's 
what our hope would be for humanity 
when we get done jubilizing." 

At this point both the diocese and the 
National Council of Catholic Bishops' ju
bilee committees are developing resources 
for anticipating and celebrating the Jubilee 
Year. The diocese began distributing re
flection questions to parishes this month. 

Schnittman, with Judy Taylor, have been 
heading a Public Policy Committee's Sub
committee on the Jubilee. 

"Everything we're doing is under the 
premises of the jubilee theme, which I 
think we've really tried to condense to 
restoring right relationships" among peo
ple, God and the earth, Schnittman said. 
The public policy agenda is based on die 
recognition of restoring God's justice — "to 
be good stewards of God'screation, to work 
to reduce violence, oppression, poverty and 
all kinds of abuse of power," the agenda 
states. 

The Public Policy Committee has iden
tified many ways for diocesan parishes and 
individuals to do diis in 1999-2000, includ
ing promoting adoption and working for a 

ban of die partial-birth abortion, promot
ing hospice care, passing a patients' Bill of 
Rights, supporting alternative sentencing, 
raising the minimum wage, encouraging 
fair trade and reducing military spending. 

In addition, a diocesan International Jus
tice and Peace Task Force has been meeting 
to consider what it means to be a debtor or 
creditor, Schnittman said, and how to add 
its voice to those urging forgiveness of 
Third World debt. Odiers have been look
ing at ways the diocese can forgive debt. 

The diocese also will distribute a Jubilee 
Pledge for Charity, Justice and Peace for 
parishioners to sign. 

As with others involved in planning for 
the Jubilee Year, Schnittman noted that 
themes overlap. ' 

"I don't know how you can restore a right 
relationship without reconciliation," she 
noted. 

"Forgiveness has to be at every level," 
Schnittman said. "We can look.at endless 
opportunities." 

Similarly, the essential dieme of "letting 
the land lie fallow" holds a constellation of 
meanings, from caring for the environment 
to caring for ourselves. Its importance can
not be understated, Henderson said. While 

Reftectiom&n the Jubilee 
The Rochester Diocese's Department-of Ev^i^HMtiqnand Qttcchtsis has pre 
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• For Christians, the year 2000 offers the opportiinitytojrejojct. and celebrate 

2,000 years of God incarnate. What does the idea of incarnation mean to me3 

How do I understand God's entering this world inhuman form? Howncati^ota? 
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• In what ways do I need to "let the land he fallow" in my personal life? What 
changes do I need h make ta allow prayer to become jnoie integral \&wj$S$'< 
What can.l do to learn to listen more closely to where Godjs teadm{$me?|f #4» Ji 

his national office has identified eight ini
tiatives parishes may take, he said die Sab
bath theme is interwoven. 

"Part of it is the reality of how we create 
regular rhyuims of our life," he said. For in
stance, die office will encourage a person
al pilgrimage, whedier to certain local 
churches, area shrines or major sites as the 
Holy Land, as a spiritual journey. Another 
suggestion is to join a small Christian com
munity or faith-sharing group. 

"A personal pilgrimage is really letting 
the land lie fallow," he said. "Joining a small 
Christian community is really letting the 
land lie fallow. It is a misnomer in the Unit
ed States that it is really doing nothing." 

To usher in the year 2000, the diocese 
will hold a simultaneous major eucharistic 
celebration in its parishes, "so that the 
great prayer goes up from all the parishes,'1' 
according to Workmaster. 

Meanwhile, evening prayer will be cele
brated in the various regions Bishop 
Matthew H. Clark will visit throughout the 
rest of the year 2000 as another way to unite 
believers, she said. 

"When we talk about reconciliation and 
forgiveness, whatever the scope, private or 
between two families or corporate or how 
nations look at each odier, all that is central 
to die Jubilee, that we become die body and 
blood of Christ, we become Christ for oth
ers. That's all caught up in the celebration 
of the Eucharist. It becomes a foreshadow
ing, a model for a way of life." 

In his apostolic letter "As^he Third Mil
lennium Draws Near," Pope John Paul II 
stated, "The words and deed of Jesus thus 
represent the fulfillment of die whole tra
dition of jubilees in the OldTestament." 

The Jubilee indeed is full of Christolog-
ical significance, he said. Preparing for it is 
"not a matter of indulging in a new mil-
lenarianism ... rather, It is aimed at ah in
creased sensitivity to all that the Spirit is 
saying to the church and to the churches, as 
well as to individuals through charisms 
meant to serve the whole community." 
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* I he French call it joie de vivre, or love of life. 

' T h a t ability to approach lite joyfully and-hilly 

appreciate all that each day has to orrer. Every day, 

residents or Chapel Oaks , Rochester 's newest ana 

finest rental retirement community, are finding the 

joy of retirement living. O n c e you've experienced 

life at Chapel Oaks , you may find yourself failing 

in love with the true joy of living all over again. 

« E-rall in love with the tradition of S t Ann ' s of 

' Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 1 2 5 years 

has provided' senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. T h e location of being perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the 

S t A n n s campus and just minutes away from 

Rochester s rinest shopping, entertainment and 

cu ltural activities. T h e independence to continue 

an active lifestyle without routine maintenance and 

tiresome daily chores. T h e value of a rental concept 

with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel O a k s 

Rochester 's mos t affordable re t i rement living 

option. T h e convenience of exceptional services ana 

amenities, and the spacious o n e - and two-bedroom 

apar tment homes. Or , fall in love with the security 

ana peace oj tnin J that comes t rom having priority 

access to a full con t inuum or health care services 

right on the S t A n n ' s campus. 

* J ^ J e t i r e m e n t is your t ime to seize the day and 

* J enjoy life to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." P l e a s e c a l l (216) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 

for m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t C n a p e l O a k s 

o r t o a r r a n g e y o u r p e r s o n a l t ou r . O n c e 

you see all that w e n a v e t o o r r e r , y o u m a y 

j u s t r i n d yourse l f f a l l i n g i n love w i t h t h e 

t r u e joy of l i v i n g a l l over a g a i n ! 
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