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COLUMNISTS

Although ecumenical words and

the procession into the Church of St. Gre-

If, in fact, Anglican orders are sham

Church regresses from Christian unity

tures still abound, we may be worse off ec-
umenically than at any time since the Sec-

ond Vatican Council. The two benchmark )

issues are the mutual recognition of or-

dained ministries and eucharistic sharmg, ‘

or intercommunion.

Bilateral consultations (that is, postcon-
ciliar meetings of bishops, other pastoral
leaders, and theologians representing the
various Christian churches) have urged the
respective churches to recognize one an-
other's ordained ministries and to allow
eucharistic sharing. When these reports
were submitted to the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, they were
placed, figuratively, in the “For Informa-
tion” box, not the “For Action” box,

Not only has there been no official
progress on these two issues since the
council, but we have actually gone back-
wards. The gap is widening between offi-
cial words and gestures, on the one hand,
and official policy and unofficial practice,

_ on the other.

No words and gestures could have been
more moving than those of Pope John
Paul II on the 1,400th anniversary of St.
Augustine of Canterbury’s mission to
Britain, launched by Pope Gregory the
Great in 596.

At a joint vesper service at (he Church

Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Matthew 4:12-
23. (R1) Isaiah 8: 23—93 (R2) 1 Corinthi-

" ans 1:10-13,17.

Jim Egan worked at the West Coast
Computer I Fair in 1977. His job was to

- help customers decorate their booths. In-

dustry shows are the cheapest way to reach
customers, but some entrepreneurs hard-
ly have enough to rent a booth, let alone
pay for the decorations..

A couple of long-haired kids ap-
proached Egan for some chrome displays
to make their booth “look flashy.” Egan
said his displays were for rent. The kids
said they were short of cash, but perhaps
Egan might like some stock in their new
company. Egan had many such offers in
the past so he said he'd accept only hard
cash. So Steve Wozniak and Steven Jobs
did without the chrome, fixed up their
booth, and kept the stock in Apple Com-
puter to themselves. Presumably, Egan is
still decorating booths for hard cash.
Sometimes it is a good thing to catch
someone else's dream.

The Gospel is the stéry of men and '

women who got close enough to Jesus to
catch his dream. Doesn’t it amaze you how-
quickly the disciples left their fishing nets
to follow Jesus?

Matthew tells us that Jesus was in Ca-

By Farnrr Riciarn PoMoBries

of St. Gregory the Great in Rome, Dec. 5,

-1996, the pope reminded the Archbishop

of Canterbury, George L. Carey, and oth-
er Anglican bishops attending, of the “re-
ality of our brotherhood,” of our “real
though not yet full communion,” and of
“how much unites us.” He prayed for “the
courage to work ever more assiduously to
overcome our remaining divisions.”

The pope also reiterated his appeal,
made in his 1995 encycdlical Ut Unum Sint,
for dialogue on ways of improving the
manner in which the papal office is exer-
cised, so that “it will be accepted by all
Christians as a service of love.”

But far more significant than the pope’s
warm words were his remarkable ecu-
menical gestures on that occasion. He in-
vited the archbishop of Canterbury and
the other Anglican bishops to join him in

By Farrmrr AIBERT SHAMON

pernaum. Walking by the Sea of Galilee,
Jesus saw two brothers, Simon and An-
drew, fishing,

“Follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will
make you fishers of men.” Simon and An-
drew left their nets and followed him. Go-
ing on, he saw another set of brothers,
James and John, and their father mend-
ing their nets; and he called thein. Imme-
diately, they also left their trade and their
father, and followed Jesus.

Doesn't that seem rather abrupt to you?
No discussion, Could we not say that these
four fishermen acted rather impulsively?
Evidently, they were caught up in Jesus'
dream. '

First of all, there had to be something
very impressive about Jesus for them to act
so rapidly. Ordinary run-of-the-mill peo-

gory the Great in full episcopal vestments,
and to do so in the company of their wives.

“This was in striking contrast to the service

conducted in the same church seven years.
earlier with the then-Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Robert Runcie, who was not in-
vited to vest in full episcopal regalia.

In connection with the same recent vis-
it, the pope presented Archbishop Carey
with a pectoral cross worn by bishops.

These gestures were in striking contrast
to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger’s commen-
tary on the pope's motu proprio of last Ju-
ly, Ad tuendam fidem (which imposed un-
specified canonical penalties for
theological dissent). The commentary list
ed Pope Leo XIII's 1896 declaration that
Anglican orders are null and void among
the church's unchanging dogmatic teach-
ing, such that any dissent is tantamount to
heresy and punishable by a “just penalty.”

Its inclusion in the commentary, on the
eve of the Lambeth Conference, surprised
and dismayed rfot only the archbishop of
Canterbury but also the cardinal-arch-
bishop of Westminster, Basil Hume, and
the Vatican's chief ecumenical officer,
Cardinal Edward Cassidy. The latter had
been informed of the matter two hours be-
fore the commentary was released. The
former had received no advance notice.

Are we caught up n ]esus vision?

- ple don't sweep us off our feet that quick-
ly. Those four fishermen — Simon, An-
drew, James and John — got excited when
they met Jesus. They left their families,
jobs, everythmg important to them for an
uncertain future as his disciples. There
had to be something very special about Je-
CT .

There also had to be something very
special about Jesus' dream. He went about
proclaiming the Gospel of the kingdom.
What was there about that kingdom that
got these fishermen so excited? Why don’t
we get just as excited?

Sometimes [ think that the Gospel of
the kingdom has been so pootly present-
ed that we have never been captured by its
attractiveness and its power.

Jesus had a vision for the world, a
dream, a picture of how life is intended to
be. He saw a world where God would rule
in every heart, where there would be
peace and justice and joy. A world of love
and harmony and unity. Couldn’t you get
excited about such a world — a world
where God reigned, a world without mur-
der, without broken families or drug ad-
diction, a world without fear or poverty or
disease? ,

The disciples got excited. They got es-
peciatly excited about the role they would

sacraments, as the archbishop of Dublin
has characterized them, the Archbishop
of Canterbury is a lay person, not a priest,
much less a bishop. But if he is not a bish-
op, why did Pope John Paul II give him a
pectoral cross and invite him to don full
episcopal vestments to process with him?

And if we are more conscious of “our
brotherhood® and of what unites us, as the

pope pointed out, why are we retreating .

frem progress made in intercommunion?
Why are we making it more difficult for
Catholic and non-Catholic Christians to
share in the Eucharist?

At the same time, however, many Ro-
man Catholics, Anglicans, and Protestants
have been voting with their feet against of-
ficial rules and regulations on intercom-
munion. Indeed, there is an ever-widening
gap between the church’s official policies,
on the one hand, and the actual practice
of the church’s rank-and-file, on the other,
and even, it seems, of the Holy Father him-
self, at least in the matter of the peetoral
cross and the vesper procession.

These are just a few thoughts for re-
flection during this Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. .

[ XX ]

Father McBrien is a professor of theology at

the University of Notre Dame.

play in bringing about the realization of
Jesus’ dream. They knew about fishing for
fish. But Jesus was calling Lhem 10 some-
thing far more significant = to fish for
men, to introduce men and women into
this kingdom of love and peace and joy, to
change the world. Christ is still looking for
co-workers — men and women who will be
fishers of men, who will introduce others
into his kingdom. Can he count on us?
00
Father Shamon is administrator of St. Isaac

Jogues Chapel, Fleming.

Daily Readings

Monday, January 25
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22;
Mark 16;15-18
Tuesday, January 26
2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5;
Mark 3:31-35
Wednesday, January 27
Hebrews 10:11-18; Mark 4:1-20
Thursday, January 28
Hebrews 10:19-25; Mark 4:21-25
Friday, January 29
Hebrews 10:32-39; Mark 4:26-34
Saturday, January 30
Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19; Mark 4:3541
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In our commumty, the Image Centre of the World, we greatly appreciate the
value of memories. Pictures capture special moments, family events, and
once-in-a-lifetime happenings. Our life, as with a picture, becomes a memory to family
“and friends. When you consider how you would like to hbe remembered and
memorialized, think of us, we are the CRAWFORD FUNERAL HOME,
where helping familiés share memories has been our focus since 1957.

PEMBe, . : .
“The :
Or or R i "\ «
of the FUNERAL JHOME INC.

EN ﬁ& Independently Owned and Opetnled Since 1957
MARK D.WAKEMAN -
495 N.Winton Rd. < Rochester, NY 14610 » Phone (716) 482-0400

DAVID P. CRAWFORD

- Visit us at www.frontiernet.net/ - crawford/

Looking for
Quall'ry Prmfmg’

Through a special arrangement
between Wayuga Press and the
Catholic Courier Graphic's Depart-
ment, you can now get quality,
affordabie typesetting and printing.

Give us a call for your next job!
COURIER GRAPHICS * 716-328-4340

WAYUGA PRESS ¢ 315-754-6229

* Non-denominational Ghristian Education

¢ Preschool through Grade 8

¢ Dedicated N.Y.S. Certified Teachers -

* Band, Choir, Strings, Drama, and Sports
programs

* Located in Penfield off Creek Street on
over eleven acres

OPEN HOUSE

Monday, January 26+ 7:00 pm- 8:30 pm

* Meet our teachers

* Tour our recently renovated faciiities

* Find out about our lower tuition and gen-
erous income based scholarships for
1988-2000 school year

Rochester Christian School

Facellence i Christian Fducation Since 1917

For more information call

716-671-4910
““Rochester Christian School

260 Embury Road « Rochester, N.Y. 14625



http://www.frontiernet.net/-crawford/

