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PARENTING

Parents teach children how to forgiwe

Last Friday evening after my husband,
Joe. finished putting our two children to’
bed, he said to me, “For some reason, Bob-
by really doesn’t want to go to the first rec-
onciliation retreat tomorrow morning. |
told him that this is a way to have God be-
come special in vour life. And Bobby told
me, ‘He already is.” So then I told him it's a
way that vou can talk to God like a friend
and ask-him to forgive you and Bobby said,
‘Talready do that.™

This weekend. Bobby and many othep/|.

second graders of our parish, will receive
first reconciliation. At first | thought that
Bobby's reconciliation reluctance had more
to do with the fact that he was missing his
second game in our town's basketball
league. But there seemed to be more.

“Are you concerned that you won't have
any lhmg to tell the pnest when you talk
him,” } asked.

*Oh no; I've got things,” Bobby an-
swered, I just don't feel like going and 1
don’t know why I have to talk to a priest.”

Bobby dribbled his basketball and eyed
itlongingly as his dad said it was time to go.
Joe and Bobby stopped to pick up Ryan and
Dan, two of his teammates, who were ex-
periencing a similar reluctance to a morn-
ing of sacrament rather than sport.

Later that day, as we watched a college
player receive a technical foul for shouting
at a referee, I told Bobby that the player
might have benefited from a reconciliation
retreat when he was 7. Now a young man,
the player’s behavior seemed to be a part of
who he was on and off the court.

One of the first observations a child
makes while watching a sport, is that a play-
er receives a penalty when he or she breaks
a rule of the game. When we break the
rules of our faith by hurting God and oth-
ers, there is also a penance.

But that's where the similarities end.
Rather than relying on referees or officials
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to let us know we've broken the rules, we're
asked to examine our own consciences and
confess our sins. Most of the time, we don't
need a rule book to let us know when we've

~ come up short. The penance we're given

for our sins is a reminder that we need to
take responsibility for our actions. When
we receive the sacrament we promise to
change and become more caring. By fol-

- lowing all of these steps we are brought

back together, or reconciled, with a loving
and forgiving God.

We live in a world that is uncomfortable
with the mention of words like sin,
penance, confession and conscience. In her
book, The Cloister Walk, Kathleen Norris

wrote, “Repentance is not a popular word

these days, but I believe that any of us rec:
ognize it when it strikes us in the gut. Re-
pentance is commg to our senses, seeing
suddenly, what we’ve done that we might
not have done, or recognizing, as Oscar
Wilde says in his great religious meditation
‘De Profundis,’” that the problem is not in
what we do but in what we become.”

I's hard te imagine that a 7-year-old
would have much to repent, but as parents
we're laying the foundation for our chil-
dren. We're teaching our children that it's
important to tell God you're sorry, to take
responsibility for hurting others and to re-
ceive the gift of God's forgiveness. We see
the results all around us of children and
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adults who never received that teaching. It's
essential to a child’s emotional and spiritu-
al development to learn that there are con-
sequences for words and actions that hurt
others. But even more important is to teach

| children the importance of forgiveness.

During our parent meeting about the
sacrament of reconciliation, we discussed
how forgiveness and reconciliation should
be an ongoing process in all families. It's al-
most impossible for a child to learn how to
apologize if that child has never seen his.or
her parents say “I'm sorry.” We were also
asked how we express forgiveness in our
families and how do we teach our kids the
meaning of the words, “I'm sorry,” and “I
forgive you.” Too many lives have been torn
apart because people have never learned

‘what it feels like to forgive and to be for-

glven

The sacrament of reconciliation shines
as a bright reminder that God's forgiveness
is always there; we simply need to turn to
him. When we hold on to past hurts and re-
sentment with family members, friends and
co-workers, we forget God’s words, “Be
kind to one another, tenderhearted, for-
giving one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you.” (Eph.3 4:32). What if God

. held back his forgiveness and expected per-
. fection in each of us the way we do with one

another?
‘At the end of the practice session for first

‘reconciliation, the parents received a no-

tice about the date of cur child’s first Com-
munion. 1 realize that in just a few months

" Bobby’s world of sacraments and sports

will intersect once more. And I. wonder
how I'll let him know that his first Com-
munion will be held on the first Saturday of
May — opening day of his Little League sea-
son.
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Marx bives in Lawrenceville, N.]., with her

husband and two children.
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Kangaroo Hop

Debbie Petersen and daughter
Michelle, 3, do the Kangaroo Hop
to the music of The Boomerang
Club, which performed Jan. 13 at
Strong Museum, Rochester. The
museum has entertainment for
preschoolers on alternating

~ Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
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, ‘“Tempest in a Teapot™
Chﬁdre;n s production,_of William

' Shakespeare 5. “The Tempest H
2301 Dewey Avenue Rochester Shakespeare Players, New .
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY) Life Presbytenan "Comimunity.
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SUPERBOWL PARTY
" FOR THE HOMELESS -

Sunday, January 31, 1999
You can help by sponsoring
a ticket in full or part.
Full Buffets Big Screen TV
Gifts of Hats and Gloves

Extra proceeds will be usedgq
to support Ministry of

Heal a broken relations}lip. GenesPe EY
, - VALL
EYE INSTITUTE
OUR VISION IS YOUR ViSION
» Complete Eye Exams
~ Fittings For Glasses and Contacts
+ Consultative Ophthalmology
+ Specializing in Corneal, Cataract,
Glaucoma Management & Surgery

+ PRK-LASER Vision Corection
For Nearsightedness & Astigmatism
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LASER VISION SCREENINGS
AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE

James Aquavella, M.D. + Nalini Madiwale, M.D
Ralph S, Vicla, M.D. * Amei Youssef, 0.D.

Genesee Valley Eye Institute -
Precision Eye Wear

919 Westfall Rd. 390009wsyAve 572 Titus Ave.
461-8400 -865-41 31 342.5205

You don’t have to wait for the Jubilee
to mark a “year of reconciliation.”
Restore a broken relationship

today.




