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Marriage .

‘Guide helps couples

-

ready for

By Lee Strong
Associate editor

What do we need to do to schedule a
wedding?

Does our parish priest have to officiate? |

Can we include "our song” in the wed-
ding ceremony? :

Are there any rules for the photogra-
pher?

With the glow of romance in their eyes,
couples planning 1o be married in a
Catholic Church may not think of these
and similar practical questions as they be-
gin to ready for their wedding day.-

The Diocese of Rochester now offers a
planning guide to help provide some an-
SWers. B

Released last fall, the planning

preparing for the the service — from the
needed baptismal information to flowers
to the reception.

“What it is is very thorough and sim-
ple,” explained Sister Karen Dietz, S§J,
diocesan coordinator of sacramental cat-
echesis. “Pastors have been looking for
things they can hand to people to make
the process more streamlined.”

The brochure — which is available on
the diocesan Web site (www.dor.org), on
disc or in hard copy through the Depart-
ment of Evangelization and Catechesis —
is based on one prepared by Sister Alice
Cooney, S8}, pastoral administrator of St.
Joseph's Parish, Rush.

Sister Cooney said that she had devel-
oped het brochure after she arrived at St.
Joseph's in 1895 and began to prepare
couples for inarriage. Very often, she not-

sacrament

ed, she would discuss many of these issues
with them at their initial interviews, but
the details would sometimes get forgotten
in the flood of information.

“It just seemed simpler to have-some-
thing in written form that they could take
home with them,’ Sister Cooney said. “I
just did it solely out of practical need.”

Sister Dietz estimated her office gets
about a dozen calls a week concerning
practical questions — or complaints —
about the Catholic Church’s marriage cer-
emony rules. She observed that very of-
ten couples have a “lack of clarity” about
the way the church views marriage.

“The whole sense of marriage as a
sacrament and what that means as
church, they don’t understand that,” Sis-

ter Dietz said. “For them it's a social

brochure provides simple guidelines g:r/eyem.”

Consequently, she said, there exists a
“tension between good liturgy, and our
cultural expectations.” :

That’s where the guide comes in handy,
she acknowledged.

“It’s a help for the staff because it's con- -

cise,” Sister Dietz observed. “It’'s all in one
piece. It's something you can go back to.”

Th the area of appropriate music, for
example — one of the areas of frequent
questions — the guidelines note that
“There are restrictions on the music
which may be used at a Church wedding.”
., They point out, for instance, that using
only instrumental music or only a soloist,
or using recorded music are discouraged.

In selecting music, the guidelines rec-
ommend that the couple ask, “Does this
music fit the context of this liturgical cel-
ebration? Is the music technically and es-
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Prayer Before Marriage
- Lord God,*
Source of all love, -

your providence has brought us together.
- . As we prepare for the sacrament of marriage
' we pray for your grace, '

that, strengthened 5y your blessing,
we may grow in respect for one anothier
and cherish each other with a sincere love.
We asK_this through Christ our Lord.
- Amen.

May the God of love and peace
- abide in us, guide our steps,
" and confirm our fearts in his love,
now and for ever.

thetically good? Will it help the assembly
to pray?” ) ’
The guidelines recommend that the

couple talk over musical questions witha_

competent church musician.

According to diocesan guidelines, all
couples wishing to be married in the
Catholic Church must undergo marriage
preparation programs such as Pre-Cana
or Marriage Encounter. These programs

I‘l

“50 to 1000 people.”

For a- Most Memorable Reception
« Celebrate your wedding day
with a perfect reception
for your friends and family

¢ Dine and dance in high style

on your wedding day.

&R. (pr'Connor's
235-6978

1420 Scottsville Rd.. Rochester

Accommodations from |

“It’s a help for the couple,” Sister Dietz
remarked. : : .

“It’s all practical kind of nitty-gritty
stuff,” Sister Cooney concluded. “It’s such
a simple little tool.”.

Preparation sessions available

“must be completed at least four months

before the wedding date.

Couples in which one or both have
been married previously are also recom-
mended to, take part in New Again (see
Page 7), completing that program at least
three months before the scheduled wed-
ding date.

For several years now, parishes in thé
Diocese of Rochester have been responsi-

* ble for offering marriage preparation pro-

grams. :

In addition to these parish sessions,
however, the diocese will offer several
daylong Saturday sessions between now
and the end of June. Diocesan sessions
will be offered at St. Mary Our Mother
School, W. Broad Street, Horseheads
(March 20); the diocesan Pastoral Center,
1150 Buffalo Road, Gates (April 10); and
Holy Rosary School, Lexington Avenue,
Rochester, (May 8 and June 12).

The sessions run fropi 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. -
The non-refundable régistration fee per
couple is $55. For information about the
programs, call Jeannie Raisbeck at
716/328-3210, or 800/388-7177, ext. 279.

For information about Engaged En-
counter, call Mike and Chris Donnelly at
716/924-4750.- . .

PANCETTA LASAGNA

layers of pastry filled w/Italian ham,
asiago and ricotta cheese over a
blush sauce $7.95

FRENCH ONION STEAK
SANDWICH )

grilled Delmonico topped w/glazed
onions melted mozzarella on toasted
french bread $§7.95

SOUP & SANDWICH
each day our chef creates a new soup
& sandwich special $5.95

SHRIMP MARANARA
jumbo shrimp in a tangdy sauce served
over linguini $§7.95

All Lunch Specials served with
a choice of soup or salad

VALENTINE’S
DAY .

Choose from a menu
consisting of choice
steaks, fresh seafood.
and ltalian specialties. |
Truly a special pluce
for special people.
Valentine’s Week
Fri., Sat. 5-11
Sunday 4-10

Reservations necessary.

MAITRE D' RIB | _
coated with crushed peppercorns
and served on a sizzler $15.95

SHRIMP ALEXANDER
stuffed w/goat cheese wrapped in
bacono on a bed of sauteed escarole

§18.,95
BEEF WELLINGTON
chaice filet topped w/ a mushroom
duxell enclosed on a puff pastry shell

$19.95
PORTOFINO
tobster, shrimp, scallops and crab
meat sauteed in olive oil and white
wine, served with artichoke hearts
& black olives over pasta §$17.95

CRAFTS & THINGS

Hand-Crafted Silk Flowers
only your fiancé is as unique,
only your love is as everlasting.
Wedding Accessories + Ribbon and Lace  Headpieces
Party Favor Supplies « Veiling » Cake Tops
+ “How To" Books and Videos

PHONE OUR BRIDAL CONSULTANT FOR A FREE APPOINTMENT
WE SPECIALIZE IN HELPING YOU

352 EMPIRE BLVD. « ROCHESTER, NY 14609
Between 590 North and Culver Road « 716-482-7850 « 716-654-8368

Creekside Plaza
831 Fetzner Rd.
. Torner Maiden Lane

225-2500
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SERVING DINNER

SERVING LUNCH .
Monday - Saturday

Tuesday - Friday
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