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Pontiff says that peace ﬂourzshes when rzghts are respected

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The following
are-excerpts from the Vatican text of Pope John
Paul 1I's message for the World Day of Peace, cel-
ebrated Jan. 1.

In my first encyclical Redemptor Hominis,
addressed almost 20 years ago to all men
and women of good will, I stressed the im-
portance of respect for human rights. Peace
flourishes when these rights are fully re-
spected, but when they are’ violated what
comes is war, which causes other still graver
violations. .

Looking toward the World Dav of Peace,
let me state the conviction which 1 verv
much want to share with you: When the
promotion of the dignitv of the person is
the guiding principle and when the search
for the common good 1s the overnding
commitment. then solid and lasting foun-
dations for building peace are laid. But
. when human rights are ignored or scorned
and when the pursuit of individual inter-
ests unjustly prevails over the common
good. then the seeds of instability, rebel-
lon and violence aregnevitably sown. The
dignity of the human person is a transcern-
dent value, always recognized as such by
those who sincerely search for the truth. ...

The historv of our time has shown in a
tragic way the danger which results from
forgetting the truth about the human per-
son. Before our eyes we have the resuits of
ideologies such as Marxism, Nazism and
fascism, and also of myths like racial supe-
riority, nationalism and ethmic exclusivism.
No less_pernicious, though not always as
‘obvious, are the effects of materialistic con-
sumerism, in which the exaltation of the
individual and the selfish satisfaction of
personal aspirations become the ultimate
goal of life. In this outlook, the negative ef-
fects on others are considered completely
irrelevant. ... '

The year 1998 has marked the 50th an-

niversary of the acll:ﬁjon of the Universal -

Declaration of Hu Rights. ... Asits fun-
damental premise, it affirms that the recog-
nition of the innate dignity of all members
of the human family, as also the equality
and inalienability of their rights, is the foun-

dation-of Tiberty, justice and peace in the
world. ..

Defense of the universality and indivisi-
bility of human rights is essential for the
construction of a peaceful society and for
the overall development of individuals,
peoples and nations. ...

I would now like to identify certain spe-
cific rights which appear to be particularly
exposed to more or less open violation to-

The first of these is the basic right to life.
Human life is sacred and inviolable from
conception to its natural end. ...

A genuine culture of life, just as it guar-

i. antees to the unbomn the right to come in-

to the world, in the same way protects the
newly born, especially girls, from the crime
of infanticide. Equally it assures the handi-
capped that they can fully develop their ca-

cities and ensures adequate care for the
sick and the elderly.

Recent developments in the field of ge-
netic engineering present a profoundly dis-
quieting challenge. In order that scientific
research in this area may be at the service
of the person, it must be accompanied at
every stage by careful ethical reflection ....

To choose Jife involves rejecting every
form of violence: the violence of poverty
and hunger, which afflicts so many human
beings; the violence of armed conflict; the
violence of criminal trafficking in drugs
and arms; the violence of mindless damage
to the natural environment. .

Religion expresses the deepest aspira-
tions of the human person, shapes people’s
vision of the worid and affe€ts their rela-
tionships with others: Basically it offers the
answer to the question of the true mean-

_ing of life, both personal and communal.

Religious freedom therefore constitutes the
very heart of human rights. ... Recourse to
violence in the name of religious belief isa
perversion of the very teachings of the ma-
jor religions. ...

One of the most tragic forms of dis-
crimination is the denial to ethnic groups
and national minorities of the fundamen-
tal right to exist as such. This is done by

-conditions of extreme poverty. ...
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Pope John Paul Il blesses pilgrims
during his Sunday Angelus in St
Peter's Square Dec. 20.

suppressing them or brutally forcing them
to move or by attempting to weaken their
ethnic identity to such an extent that they
are no longer distinguishable. ... No effort
must be judgéd too great when it is a ques-
tion of putting an end to such abuses,
which are violations of human dignity. ...

Every human being has innate abilities
waiting to be developed. At stake here is the
full actualization of one’s own person and
the appropriate insertion into one’s social
environment. In order that this may take
place, it is necessary above all to provide
adequate education to those who are just
beginning their lives: Their future success
depends on this....

The effects of the recent economic and

_ financial crises have had heavy conse-

quences for countless people reduced to
We ur-
gently need a new vision of global progress
in solidarity which will include an overall
and sustainable development of society so
as (o enable all people to realize their po-
tential.

In this context, I make a pressing appeal
to all those with responsibility for financial
relations on the worldwide level. I ask them
to make a sincere effort to find a solution
to the frightening problem of the interna-
tional debt of the poorest nations. ..

The promotion of human dignity is

- linked to the right to a healthy environ-
_ment, since this right highlights the dy-

namics of the relationship between the in-

- dividual and society. ... The world’s present -

and future depeénd on the safeguarding of

‘creation, because of the endless interde-

pendence betweén human beings and their
environmernt. ...

In a sense, promoting the right to peace
ensures respect for all other rights, since it
encourages the building of a society in
which'structures of power give way to struc-
tures of cooperation, with a view to the
common good. Recent history clearly
shows the failure of recourse to violenceas
a means for resolving political and social
problems. War destroys, it 46&s not build
up; it weakens the moral foundations of so-
ciety and creates further divisions and long-
lasting tensions,,... Children need peace;

ore essential that there should be a global
approach to the subject of human rights
and a serious commitment to defend them.
... Every violation of human rights carries
within it the seeds of possible conflict. ...
The new millennium is close at hand, .
and its approach has filled the hearts of
many with hope for a more just and frater-
nal world. ... I now address you, dear broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, who in all parts of
the world take the Gospel as the pattern of
your lives: Become heralds of human dig-
nity! Faith teaches us that every person has
been created in the image and likeness of
od. ...(W)e must recognize Christ in the
poorest and the most marginalized, those
whom the Eucharist — which is commu-
nion in the body and bleod of Christ given
up for us — commits us to serve. ... '

Pope
Continued from page 1

“This involves a positive choice, a choice

for life,” he said. “The development of a
culture of this kind embraces all the cir-
cumstances of life and ensures the pro-
motion of human dignity in every situa-
tion.”

A culture committed to the right to life,
the pope said, would protect not only the
unborn, but also the disabled, the elderly
and newborn girls who might be subjéct to
infanticide.

“Recent developments in the field of ge-
netic engineering present a profoundly dis-
quieting challenge,” he added. “In order
that scientific research in this area may be
at the service of the person, it must be ac-
companied at every stage by careful ethical
reflection, which will bring about adequate

legal norms safeguarding the integrity of

human life. Life can never be downgraded
to the level of a thing.”

Religious freedom is another basic hu-
man right, the pope said, because it “ex-
presses the deepest aspirations of the hu-
man person.”

The pope also said using religion to jus-
tify violence is “a perversion of the very
teachings of the major religions.”

Pope John Paul argued that people
should be guaranteed thé rights to partic-
ipate in their communities, to vote in fair
and open elections, and to be led by un-
corrupted officials.

He then turned to what he called “one
of the most tragic forms of discrimina-
tion,” denial of the right of ethnic groups
and national minorities to exist, and asked,
“Can we remain silent in the face of such
grave crimes against humanity?”

Pope John Paul said a global conference
held in Rome during the summer to create
an international criminal court for cases of

genocide and crimes against humanity was
“a positive sign,” and added that it “could
gradually contribute to ensuring on a
world scale the effective protection of hu-
man rights.”

- The pope also named access to ade-
quate education, to work, and to a healthy
environment as essential human rights.

“The danger of serious damage to land
and sea and to the climate, flora and fau-
na, calls for a profound change in modern
civilization’s typical consumer life-style,
particularly in the richer countries,” Pope
John Paul said.

He also said that people living in pover-
ty in rural areas should be taught sustain-
able farming techniques, so that they are
not “driven by necessity to exploit beyond
sustainable limits the little land which they
have at their disposal.”

“We urgendy need a new vision of glob-
al progress'in solidarity, which will include
an overall and sustainable development of
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society,” the pope said.

In addition, Pope John Paul appealed
“to all those with' responsibility for finan-
cial relations on the worldwide level ... to
make a sincere effort to find a solution to
the frightening problem of the interna-
tional debt of the poorest nations.”

The pope included as a human right the
“right to peace,” and said war “is the fail-
ure of all true humanism.” He called for
an end to the use of anti-personnel mines,
to trafficking in arms destined for coun-

_tries at war, to the proliferation of small-

caliber weapons, and to the use of children
as soldiers, adding, “children need peace;
they have a rlghl to it.”

“When the violation of any fundamen-
tal human right is accepted without reac- .
tion, all other rights are placed at risk,”
Pope John Paul said. “It is therefore essen-
tial that there should be a global approach
to the subject of human rights and a seri-
ous commitment to defend them.”

Announcements

Miscellaneous

Wanted to Buy

Celling Repair

Home Improvement

ADOPTIONS ‘The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-
tion advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve -birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
. wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the

A MEDICAL MEDITATION
ON THE PASSION OF
JESUS CHRIST
Send $14.95 + $4.00 s&h to:
Anonymous Doc
P.O. Box 176
Northville, Mi 48167

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks,
Sterling and China, Linens.
Wanted: complete estates and
households. Sell to me for cash or
T will condu;t a sale for you.

Catholic Courier.

Troubles?
Tum Them Over to God
& a Good Lawyer!
Vincent M. Barone

Attorney & Counelor at Law
125 State St., Rochester

546-6440

Call 716—,328-414@

Apartments Unfurnished

CHARMING :City NE, 1 BDR,
wallpapered, 4 rooms, energy
efficient. $400 + sec. depostt.
716-325-2335

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS 9' x 12’ ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plaster
repalrs any size patches or
repairs. .Quality work; reason-

_ able prices. 716-392-5076.

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser-
vice. Will do odd jobs. No job
too small. Call Ken
716-247-8785.

& Walicovering

AL MEYVIS: Jr. Interior paint-
ing. Basement walls repaired-
painted. All types of repairs.

Moving & Hauling

Financlal Services

MORTGAGES
* Purchase ¢ Refinance

Riverview Mortgage Corp.
» Registered NYS Mortgage Broker
NYS Banking Department
Losni arranged through third party lenders

(116)424-2040

K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc.
Experience in office.
hnmchold maoving and

H: or Small, Wnlnll:nlAll!
3-6610/4734357
28 Adington St. Rochester NY 14607

NYDOT#9657

BURG-MASTER
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING,
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings
repaired, rugs shampooed.
Insured, powerwashing. Dan
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827.




