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Military archbishop questions actions against Iraq 
By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - The head of the IJ.S. 
Archdiocese for Military Services said Dec. 
'M) that the U.S. bombing of Iraq "should 
cause serious moral concern for all Amer­
icans." 

In a statement sent to all Catholic chap­
lains. Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien warned 
that military personnel "are not exempt 
from making conscientious decisions" if 
thev are ordered to take an action they re­
gard as a clear "violation of the moral law." 

"I join the bishops of our country as well 
as the concerned voices of the Holy See 
and other hierarchies in calling on our pres­
ident and his advisers to initiate no further 
military action in the Middle East," he said. 

Archbishop O'Brien, who as archbishop 
for the military services is responsible for 
the pastoral care of Catholics in the U.S. 
armed forces around the world, was visiting 
American troops in the Middle East when 
the U.S.-British bombing of Iraq occurred. 

He praised "the courage and profes­
sionalism df the men and women of our 
armed forces during the very trying days of 
military action." 

He stressed that the military activities of 
U.S. troops "are ever subject to civilian pol­
icy decisions as formulated by'the execu­
tive branch of our government." 

"Once civilian leadership decides a pol­
icy requiring military action, it is the sworn 
obligation of all in our armed forces to ex­
ecute their mission in complete obedience 
unless in a specific instance the required 
action is judgecrclearly illegal or immoral," 
he said. 

I It- noted that top officials of the bish: 

ops' conference in November and Decern- . 
ber raised "si rious questions ..,-as to the 
justifiability of military action at this time." 

He said thev were concerned "whether 
just war requirements for noncombatant 
immunity, proportionality and probability 
of success could be met in this situation." 

When the bishops met in November! just 
after the United States had pulled back 

Team named to study 
anti-Christian violence 

NEW DEHU, India (CNS) - The 
president of the Indian bishops' con­
ference appointed a team to investi­
gate an ongoing wave of violence 
against Christians in Gujarat state. 

Archbishop Alan Basil de Lastic of 
New Delhi, conference president, also 
asked India's prime minister for gov­
ernment efforts to end die violence 
that began Christmas Day. 

Hindu extremists, who accuse 
Christians of using education and so­
cial services to attract converts among 
the poor of Gujarat, are thought to be 
behind the attacks. 
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from the brink of an attack, Bishop An­
thony M. Pilla of Cleveland, then president 
of the bishops' conference, issued a state­
ment expressing concern about the moral­
ity of a military response. 

Following the U.S.-British attacks in De­
cember, Archbishop Theodore E. McCar-
rick of Newark, N.J., head of the bishops' 
International Policy Committee, said that 
in his own opinion "these military strikes 
unduly risk violatingjust war criteria." 

In his statement Archbishop O'Brien 
quoted a portion of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church spelling out "rigorous con­
ditions of moral legitimacy" that must be 
met to justify the use of military force. 

Spelling out moral principles for soldiers 
and officers, he wrote: "In executing orders 
that might violate just war requirements 
military personnel face a serious moral 
challenge.... Any individual who judges an 
action on his or her part to be in violation 
of the moral law is bound to avoid that ac­

tion. When clear moral conclusions that a 
particular act is unjust cannot be reached 
because, for example, of lack of sufficient 
evidence, the individual is justified in fol­
lowing the presumably better informed de­
cision of his or her superiors." 

In related news, Detroit Auxiliary Bishop. 
Thomas J. Gumbleton vowed to keep tak­
ing medicines to Iraq even if i h e U.S. gov­
ernment fines and imprisons-him. 

"I have been to Iraq. I intend to go again. 
... It is an atrocity to kill defenseless chil­
dren," he said at a Dec 30 press conference. 

Bishop Gumbleton.and 16 other Amer­
icans who have brought medical supplies 
to Iraq without license from the U.S. gov­
ernment, met with reporters just before go­
ing to the U.S. Treasury's Office of Foreign 
Assets Control to deliver their response to 
the government notice of more than 
$160,000 in fines for violations of U.S. reg­
ulations enforcing the Iraq embargo. The 
regulations prohibit any unlicensed ex­

ports, including medical supplies, to Iraq 
and the purchase of any goods or services 
in Iraq by any American who is not there 
on official U.S. or U.N. business or on as­
signment as a journalist. 

"The sanctions on Iraq have claimed the 
lives of one-and-a-half million people. What 
possible goal could justify that?" asked Je­
suit Father G. Simon Harak, a professor of 
ethics at Fairfield University in Connecti­
cut. He said if the American people were to 
realize the devastation wrought by U.S. pol­
icy on the people of Iraq, they would not 
agree with that policy. "This is not Ameri-
xan. It is not Godlike to target women and 
children," he said. 

Bishop Gumbleton added: "I think the 
leaders of our country could be put, on tri­
al for war crimes. These are war crimes." 

"I don't like to say this," he continued, 
"It's my country. But I believe the leaders of 
my country are war, criminals in this par­
ticular instance." 

The Safest Place May Be 
Out Of Your Home! 

There's no place like home. 
But if you smell gas we want 
you to get out of your house. 
Why? because we want you to 
be safe. RG&E and area fire 
departments respond day and 
night to gas odor calls. Most 
turn out to be minor, but some 
become real gas emergencies, 
serious business to be handled 
only by trained professionals. 

So if you smell gas, get out of 
the house immediately. 

Any spark could cause 
trouble so: 
• Don't turn electrical 

switches on or off. 
• Don't use electrical 

appliances. 
• Don't light a match or use 

a lighter. 
• Don't pick up the phone. 

If you're already on the 
phone, don't hang up. 

• Leave the building and 
call us from a neighbor's 
phone. 

• Meet the gas crew when 
it gets there, so you can 
explain the situation. 

You can call RG&E 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. To reach 
us, call 546-1100. Our toll-free 
number is 1-888-253-8888. 
If those numbers aren't handy, 
just dial 911. We'll come out 
and solve the problem. But if 
you can't remember anything 
else, please.remember this: 
if you smell gas, get up and 
get out. Because RG&E wants 
you safe. 
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