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Trip mill offer glimpse of church's breadth 
I write this week with a growing 

enthusiasm for my departure on 
Saturday to visit our Sisters of Mercy 
in Chile and our Sisters of StLjaseph 
in Brazil. Since the first of these jour
neys in January of 1981 I have enjoyed 
every opportunity I have had to be - • 
with our sisters and the beautiful peo
ple, with and among whom they minis
ter. 

What has made these once-every-
three-year trips so memorable and 
rich for me? There are many reasons I 
could name, among them: the warmth 
of the people, the commitment of our 
sisters, the support of the people of 
our diocese for these efforts for more 
than 30 years. 

The heart of this journey for me is 
the direct and personal contact it 
allows with vital extensions of the life 
of our local church. You are there in 
your financial support. You are there 
in the loving presence and ministry of 
our sisters. You are there in your daily 
prayer. In the experience I am remind
ed in a privileged way that the borders 
of our 12 counties do not circumscribe 
the life of our local church. Rather, 
the life of our local church is as large 

along 
the wav 

mission. Faithful to that call, you gen
erously share with others what you 
have received in baptism. 

In similar fashion, these travels 
allow me to thank the people among, 
whom our sisters serve for the ways 
they enrich the life of our local 
church. Hospitality that shares every
thing they have with the visitor is one 
way in which they do that. 
Commitment to justice for the 
oppressed is another. A third is the 
reminder they are every day that one 
neled not possess much to be rich in 
faith and its blessings. 

For the next few weeks I'll try to 
give you a sense and flavor of the lives 
of our sisters and of the people they 
love. I'll try to let you know how they 

and expansive as our baptismal call to come together in faith, what they 

learn from one another and how their 
relationships have evolved in, their 
more-than-30 years of history together. 
I would also like to ask our Chilean 
Sisters of Mercy and our Brazilian 
Sisters of St. Joseph how your care has 
strengthened their faith or influenced 
their vocational choice over the years. 

An added bonus for me on this trip 
will be the company of my niece, 
Grace. For several years now she has 
expressed interest in visiting Latin 
America with me. I am absolutely 
delighted that she made the commit
ment to share these coming days with 
me for several reasons. For one thing, 
it's just plain fun to be with her. 
Secondly, this will be a new experi
ence for Grace and I am delighted 
that she will have it with the guidance 
of such incredible women as our sis
ters. Thirdly, it will be fascinating for 
me to see this trip through the eyes of 
a bright, curious woman who was 
born shordy after our sisters first pio
neered this effort — with your gener
ous support — more than 30 years ago. 

I look forward to being with you, 
first, from Chile and, then, from 
Brazil. 

Peace to all. 
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« I he French call it joie de vivre, or love of lire. 

' T h a t ability to approach lire joyfully and fully 

appreciate all that each day has to otter. Every day, 

residents or Chapel O a h s , Rochester 's newest and 

finest rental retirement community, are finding the 

joy or retirement living. O n c e you've experienced 

life at Chapel Oaks , you may find yourself falling 

in love with the true joy of living all over again. 

« Lmra\\ in love with the tradition of S t A n n ' s of 

• " Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 125 years 

has provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. T h e location of being perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the 

S t Ann ' s campus and just minutes away from 

Rochester 's finest shopping, entertainment and 

cultural activities. T h e independence to continue 

an active lifestyle without routine maintenance and 

tiresome daily chores. T h e value ox a rental concept 

with no entrance fee, which makes Cnapel O a k s 

Rochester 's mos t affordable re t i rement living 

option. T h e convenience of exceptional service's and 

amenities, and the spacious o n e - and two-bedroom 

apar tment homes . Or , fall in love with the security 

and peace of mtnd t ha t comes from having priority 

access to a full con t inuum of heal th care services 

right on the S t A n n ' s campus. <* 

* J ^ J e t i r e m e n t is your t ime to seize the day alnd 

* 7 enjoy lite to its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre." P l e a s e c a l l ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 

for more informat ion about Cnape l O a k s 

or to arrange your personal tbur. O n c e 

y o u see all tkat we n a v e to or ier , y o u m a y 

just r ind yourself ta i l ing i n love wi th the 

true joy of l i v i n g all over again! 
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