“Maybe,” Joan
explained, “but maybe
not. When we were taking:
down our Christmas deco-

“What a week!” I complained to my. neighbor, ’J'oan,' as I wearily slump®d -
~ into ane of her kitchen chairs that hot July morning. “First, Mom’s medical
. tests came back with.inconclusive- results which means mote procedures for
< her. Then the washing machine broke down. And to top it off, last Sunday -
just as we were pullirig out of the church parking lot, an out-of-control car ratlons last January, I told -
missed us by inches. What a fright! I still et shrvers every time I think.of ©  Jack how I hated to throw away all the Christmas. cards we had recewed So -
it.” . many were from people who are-very special to us.”
As] slowly shook my head, a flash of: crimson caught my eye from the “I know what you mean,” I agreed. “With all the messages and updates on _'-'
other side of the family’s fruit bowl. Taking a second look, I spotted a bright . the cards, it’s like having-a bunch of mini-visits.” - '
red Santa Claus card sparldmg in the summer sunshme pourmg through “Well, Jack suggested that we save the cards and- pick one each day dur-
. the window. A ing the coming year as our special prayer person of the day :
“Looks like Christmas in July around here, I laughed. “Somehow though Swmgmg open the broom closet, Joan pointed toward a plastic shopping
‘reindeer and jolly old St. Nick. seem a little out of place in the middle of a bag hanging on the hook. “We put all the cards in this bag. Each morning ‘
© summer heat spell.” : : we pick one at random and pray for that person or- family at. breakfast and .
: . throughout. the day. It doesn’t matter whether it’s a- dear friend or someone
like our piano: tuner who sends all-his customers a card. It's a chance to
‘carry-the Christmas spirit:into the rest of the year When we empty the bag,
we put the cards back in again and start all over.”

Closing the closet door gently, she paused a moment with her hand on
the knob; and then said in a soft vorce, “Your card was on our table thls '
past Sunday.” - , S - "N
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'prﬁere is there a Jarkztess
~ soblack -
that Your light wt[[ not penetmte and sﬁme.
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that ;fouﬁ:l::e{czﬁ[ams will not i the wezgﬁt' e B o 6 e Thoughts to Consider
Nowhere is.there a heart Baby To Biwell Among Hs 5 -
so lowly and undesemng_ ©h, €ome Let Us Avore Fim.
that You will not enter it and abide. " John 1:1¢18
As Your mother once laid You upan the straw A .
- gently and with love Merry
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' with wonder and in awe = - Ch
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those we love.., mistietoe... holly...

caroling... colored lights and all the
. dozens of special feelings we enjoy
o much this time of year. :
The-beauty and warmth of the season-
can be.even more-meaningful to us.if we
.- share it with somebne who may very
‘much need our fove and. friendship.
If someone you know recently lost a
loved one, the Christmas. season will be |
_ especially difficult for them. The rest of |
“the world glows with a special warmith,
at a time they feel they have lost much -
of their love for life and hope for the -
future. Your concemn, and shating -
of the season, can help them
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find renewed faith in life.
Sharing , giving, Iovmg, these are.
a few of our “favorite things,” and -
we wish them for you now...
and-during the coming year.

Merry Christmas
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