COLUMNISTS

‘T once took a theelogy course called
“Reconciliation.” I'll admit that I took it
only because a friend of mine had al-
ready signed up, and I thought it would

|- be easier to arrange rides. So much for. |-

_academic interest and theological signif-
" “icance. What I didn’t realize at the time

was that this course would be dealing |

-with- the very central mystery of the
Christian faith.
During the ﬁrst class of the course, the
professor began mtroducmg words that
. held the same meaning as reconciliation.
He gave each member of the class one
word to research and report on. “Salva-
tion,” “liberation,” “grace,” “sacrifice,”
“atonement,” “repentance,” “forgive-
ness,” “redemption” and “peace” were
all assigned. Beginning with the very
next class, we spent the rest of the term-
. dissecting the meaning of reconciliation
from the perspectives of all these assocr-
.ated concepts.
Each one of those words comes at this
single mystery from a different angle and
" highlights a particular facet of the mys-
- tery. For example, I learned that “atone-

-}, ment” is a unique term, since it originat-

ed in the Anglo-Saxon culture. Some
accounts maintain that it is the-only Eng-
lish word whose origin does not come.to
us from another language system. The
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-origins of “atonement” are entirely inthe

English language. It designates “at-one-

- ment.” Thé word originated from our

need to express what happens when two
estranged parties reunite. They come
back together They get back to bemg at-

" one. " They reconcile. The enmity be-

tween them is put to rest. They are made
one again.

Like edch of the other synonyms of
reconciliation, atonement points out that
there is a role for both parties as they
work to come back together and form a
new relationship that can overcome the
breach that has separated them. There
is a price to be paid by both, even in cas-
es where the separating offense appears

- to be entirely one-sided. Even pure for-
giveness requires a pledge of some .
- change by the forgiving party, as well as

the one who may be glearly in the wrong

Christmas is many things. Among
these, and perhaps above all of them, it
is a sign of reconciliation between God

“and humanity. As Paul wntes, it .was"
“while we were yet sinners” (Rom. 5:8)

that God deigned to come among us. In
Jesus, God sought to overcomé the bar-
riers that human beings erect between

themselves and God. In Jesus, God in- .

vites us into a new, repaired relationship.

‘Instead of demanding that we do all the

changing by ourselves, even though we
are clearly the offending party, God cre-
ated the possibility for a new relation-
ship. It was God who was willing to initi-
ate the first step in forming the new
relationship — in the person of Jesus.
By attempting to bridge the gap with
creation gone awry, God enacts the dy-
namics of reconciliation. Someone has

to take the first step beyond estrange- -

ment and create the possibility for the es-

- tablishment of a new, right relationship.

As we know from the events of Jesus’ life,
that step is likely to be costly — for both

- parties.
We will all celebrate. Christmas in

_many ways. Shopping, trees, decorating,
‘visits, meals, fellowshxp and friendship

are all part of it. We probably pay extra
 attention to the readings at Mass during

forts to participate in Christmas liturgies

with family and friends. As-we do all

these things, and as we begin to look
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these Advent weeks, and make special ef- 1

‘back on a year nearly finished, we might

spend a few minutes reflecting on the --

meaning of reconciliation, depicted
through the many familiar and lovely
symbols of the Christmas stories.

This feast day of the Prince of Peace is
unique in its abnhty to let us know that
“God first loved us” and initiated the-
process of movmg beyond hurt to create
the conditions in which a new, now-

" made-right relationship is possible. Tt

might be a fitting celebration of this hol-

"iday to move beyond the barriers we have -

erected, and try to create the conditions
in which reconciliation with someone
who may have offended us are possible;
or to seek forgiveness (at-onement) with

‘those we have offended. I once heard a

quip proclaiming that “the tragedy is not
that things get broken . it is that they’
don’t get fixed.”

Reconciliation is, in'so many ways, re-
demption for us. Maybe we should try it.’
That really would make for a “Merry
Christmas.” : _
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/Ire French call it joie de vivre, or love of life.
That al)ility to_'approaeh life joy{'uﬂy and fully
apfn.'eciate all that each day has to o{'fer.v Every day,
residents of Chapel Qalzs, Rechester's newest and
finest rental retirermient c,ommuhit;?, are fmdmg the
joy of retirement living. Once you've experiencecl
life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling
in love with the true joy of living all over again.

all in love with the trqdih'on of St. Ann’s of
- Greater Roc};ester, Inc., who for. 125 years
has provicle(l senior adults with a {:ruly {u]:{in'ing
retirement lifestyle. 'The location of being perfectly
situated o on 14-beautiful, secluded acres of the
St. Ann's campus an& just minutes away from
T Rochester’s fmest_shopplng-, en_tertmnment and
\ cuItura] activities. The mdependence to continue
an achve Mestyle w1tllout routine maintenance and -
b . in;esome dally chores. The value o{ a rental concept
with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel Oaks
. Rochester's most affordable retirement living
option. The convenience of exceptional services and

_amenities, éml ‘the spacious one- and two-bedroom -

We re 83% ledsed Call ustoday

“ell in L0ve with the
e alue!

. ap:artmeht l}qmesl Or, fau in ’love with the securfty o
) and peace of mind that comes {rom having priority

’_ _

. aceess to a full continuum of health care services

riglxt on tl'xé St. Ann's camipus. . -
ﬁehrement 1s your time to sexze the day ancl

. enjoy life to its gullest to experience your
“oie de vivre.” P-]eage call (716) 342-3052 -
for‘more information about Chapel Oaks
or to arrange youi personal tour. Once A

» you see all that we have to oHer, you may .
just Ln(]. yourself falllng in love w1t]1 the
true joy of llwng all over agaln' '

A GROWING TRADITION.

1550 “Portland —Avenue Rochester, NY 14621
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