
Treasuring the young and young at heart 
I am very grateful for the range of expe

rience offered by this past week. To me it 
seemed especially rich and exciting in the 
thought it evoked and the hopes it 
renewed. 

That may be due in part to the promi
nence of young people and youth con
cerns that have been a large part of these 
days. 

One of those was a most interesting 
meeting I had at the Church of the 
Transfiguration with teams from that 
parish, St. Louis in Pittsford, St. Patrick's 
in Macedon, St. John of Rochester and St, 
Catherine's in Mendon. I was invited there 
to speak with the young people about the 
church's pastoral care for gay and lesbian 
people. The kids had prepared a set of 
questions for me. I did my best to respond 
to these questions and then enjoyed a 
more informal conversation with them . 
about a wider range of issues. 

I was much impressed by one young 
friend. All of their questions were thought
ful and.substantial. They were good 4 

humored and relaxed, yet they treated a 
sensitive issue with a-great deal of maturi
ty-

It won't surprise you to know that there 
were protesters present on the grounds. I 
regretted that very much. They frightened 
and intimidated some of the young peo
ple. Their signs and words implied nega
tive and unfair things about me, the kids 

and their adult leaders. 
Later in the week, I flew to Cincinnati 

for a meeting attended by 1,500 adult 
youth ministers from all over the country. 
It was my first meeting since I began a 
three-year term of service as liaison 
between the National Federation for 
Catholic Youth Ministry and the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

It, was a joy to be with them, to join 
them in prayer, to be enriched by the pro
gram they had developed for their mem
berships. A delightful bonus for me was 
the opportunity to spend some time with 
a local delegation of 13 youth ministers. 
Such company reminded me of the beauti
ful ways in which youth ministry is grow
ing around our nation and in our diocese. 
It also reaffirms my conviction that few 
things are more important to the life of 
the local church than commitment to our 
young people. 

The third and last youth-oriented activi

ty of the week was a meeting of the 
trustees of the College of the Holy Cross. 
It is always a pleasure to visit the campus 
where I began college 43 years ago. The 
agendas for our meetings are stimulating 
and there is usually some time during our 
stay to meet students or attend one of 
their activities. On this visit, I had time to 
watch the first half of a women's basket
ball game between Holy Cross and Rider 
Gollege. 

Not directly and specifically related to 
the young, but perhaps the capstone of the 
week, was the Eucharistie Liturgy at St. 
Augustine's, Rochester, celebrating that 
parish's lOOth anniversary. 

My words could never do justice to the 
richness of that day or to die love and care 
which the.parish clearly invested in its 
preparation. There were many young peo
ple there,. That's for sure. But, there were 
a few individuals there who had been 
parishioners there for 80 years and more. 

I have only been around for one-fifth of 
the history of the parish. But I have been 
here long enough to develop considerable 
admiration for the ways in which the com
munity has adjusted to changing times. It's 
a community very much alive. It is vibrant 
in its worship, active in its neighborhoods, 
and committed to sisters and brothers in 
need. My gratitude and congratulations go 
out to them. 

Peace to all. 

A perfect holiday *riffe! 
The Diocese of Rochester 
In America 1868 - 1993 
Second Edition, Emended and Expanded 

By Rev. Robert F. MeNamara, Diocesan Historian 
A new publication presented by The Diocese of Rochester and the Catholic Courier 

This new edition of Fr. McNamara's acclaimed text - originally published in 1968 and long out of print -
extends the story of the Rochester Diocese through its 125th anniversary in 1993. Included are the 14 
original chapters and Epilogue, which Bishop James E. Kearney commissioned Fr. MeNamara to prepare 
for the diocesan centennial in! 1968, as well as a rich collection of photographs'that help bring personali
ties and events to life. A new chapter completed this year explores the Diocese's fifth quarter-century 
(1968-1993), a fascinating period of change during which three bishops - Fulton J. Sheen, Joseph IL 
Hogan, and Matthew H. Clark-- have occupied the See of Rochester. 

The book was hailed upon intial publication, as "splendid," "a thorough, competent and most fascinating 
work" by "one of the best historical craftsmen of American Catholicism." Reissued now by popular 
demand, this new edition will be treasured by anyone interested in American Catholicism, Western New 
York history, immigration, parochial school education, or church-state relations - as well as by aH who 
enjoy a lively narrative of sweeping proportion. 

Order Form - The Diocese of Rochester in America: 1868-1993 

Name 

Address 

City/State/7ip_ 

Telephone 

Book $30.00 

Ship. & hand; per book. . . . . . . .$3.00; 

8% sales t ax . . . . . . . . . r.. *;,.:•'&&>• 

Total . . . . . . J 

Number of Copies _ 

Merchandise total $_ 

Shipping and Handling $_ 

NYS residents add 8% sales tax $_ 

Tax exempt number (if applicable) 

Total$~ 

Return this form, with check payable to the Catholic Courier to: 

Catholic Courier/Book Order • PO Box 24379 • Rochester, NY 14624 

Are you a h ighly m o t i v a t e d , 
well-rounded eighth-grade student? 

Do you like to be challenged academically? 

Are you willing to go the extra mile? 

Then the International Baccalaurea 
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most highly regarded high school diploma program j j 
based on international standards of achievement. %j 

IB is a challenging path that can lead to scholarships, cp>l! 
credit, and placement at the world's top universrtaesV 
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Rochester's Wilson 
Magnet High School 

has applied to be the first 

school in Monroe County 

to offer the IB Program, 

and is seeking interested 

eighth-graders to apply 

for the Pre-IB 9th grade 

program scheduled to 

begin in September 1999. 

Sunday, December 13 
f rom 2:30-4:00 p.m. 


