:

‘PAGE 8 THllJRSD,A! NOVEMBER 26, 1908

Two months ago the Catholic Blshops
of En'shnd and Wales released an impor-

tant decument on eucharistic sharmg en-
titled,*One Bread One Body.” It followed

an-exhortation by the Archbishop of Can- |

terbury, George L. Carey, to rethink some
traditional reservations about intercom-
munion.” The British bishops” -answer,

‘however, seems to have taken a few steps 1

backward rather than forward. _
As the London Tablet pointed out in its
: ednox ial of Oct. 3, the new norms forin-.
" tercominunion are more restrictive than
those of a 1993 Directory on ecumenism,
as well as the guidelines laid down by the
Catholic-bisheps of Germany, Southern
Africa and Brisbane, Australia. These al-
. Tow for eucharistic sharing in “exception-
al cascs,” which may be regular, even
wcd‘dy, occurrénces.
By contrast, “One Bread One Body re-
stricts the intercommunion to a “unique
" occasion,” including, for example, perse-
cution or imprisonment. It also removes
discretionary  decisions from parish
pr iests. The 1993 Dtrectory had allowed
“Catholic ministers” to “judge individual
cases and administer these sacraments” in
| accordance with “general norms” estab-.
| lished by the diocesan bishop. -
This.latest document forbids- prle\sts

| from domgso except where there is dan-

" Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Maithew

24:3744. (R1) IS'mh 2:1-5. (R2) Romans
- 13:11-14.
Advent is a time to prepare our hearts

and minds for the celebration of Christ’s |

birth. To enable us to do this, the church
turns-our hearts and minds to the.prophe-

_ cies of Isaiah to learn what God has:done,

- what he wants and our role is in"his plan.
-Scientists have made unsuccessful ef-

. forts to communicate with the universe.
. _But God has already communicated with

us some 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem. Isa- °

. iah wrote: “In days to come the mountain.
of the Lord'’s house shall be established ...
nations shall stream toward it; ... that God
may insfruct us in his ways and we may
‘walk in his paths. For from Zion shall go
forth instruction.”
Isaiah knew God would reveal hrmself

to his people. God would not allow them -

to wander forever in the darkness of un-
knowing. When he chose to do this, he
_wrapped himself in human flesh. As man,
he_revealed the nature and the power of
*. God, and his purpose for us.
. Then Isaiah tells us what God wants of
us. “They shall beat their swords into plow-

:shares and their- spears into prunmg

- hooks. One nation shall not raise the:
-sword against another, nor shall they train

,essa_ys. in
theology
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ger of death. Otherwise, every individual

- case must be brought before the bishop

or his delegate a requirement that could
cause a delay of several days or even

|- weeks. .

. In practice, however, eucharlstlc shar-

. inig goes on-all the time, not only in the

British Isles, but in the United States and
many other parts of the church.
“One Bread One Body” is divided into

_ three sections, plus an-introduction in_

which the bishops express their repen-
tance for the continued divisions within
the Body of Christ and ask forgiveness for

~ any.responsibility on their part.
The first section, “Our Catholic Faith,” |

presents a theological overview of the Eu-
charist, connecting it with the mystery-of

the church itself. It echoes the teaching of |
‘Vatican I that Catholic and non-Cathollc '

"ordmary meaning of recelvmg Commu-

K - and with the Pope.”

- cannot be regarded as validly ordained.

out. But that is exactly what is implied.

- place such fellow Christians as the Arch-
. bishop of Canterbury in the same catego-

Chnstlans are, to one degree or another,
in communion with one another. But they
emphasxze that such communion is “im-
perfect.”

"The btshops msnst, therefore, that the ;

nion at Mass is that “wé are in full com-
munion with the Catholic Church, united
with the bishop of this local commumty

They make the further point that “only
a validly ordained priest ... brings into be-
ing the sacrament of‘the Eucharist,” and
declare that ordained ministers of other
churches “rooted in the Reformation”

This would mean that even the Archbish-
op of Canterbury is to be regarded as alay
person, not a priest, an ecumenically ap-
palling inference when explicitly spelled

Again by inference, the British bishops’

ry as catechumens, those in mortal sin and
Catholic children who have not yet re-
ceived First Communion.

The blshops hold out to such Chnsttans
the opportumty for a “spiritual commu-
nion,” which is about as satisfying as a

spmtual dinner” would be.

The second section, “Together. yet Dr-

T ake the Son, gam all
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for war agam
- Virgil wrote:

“When. nght and wrong are confused -

wars prevail and all manner of crimes.

" The plough réceives no honor; the fields
" run to weed; because the farmers have

gone to serve as soldiers, and the curved

~ sickles-are turned into the rigid sword.”

Some would say that it is human nature

to turn from peace to war, from love to-
_ hate, from sharing to greed.

What God wants is a new creation.
- There was a Burma Shave sign once:
God's plan had a happy beginning, .

‘But-man spoiled his charice by smmng. |

We trust that the story
Will end in God's glory,

But at present the wrong side’s win- | -

ning.

| wants every child to be born into a world

pure hearts and pure motives. God wants
- anew human creation.

“plan. “Let us walk in the light of the Lord!”
- ized eschatology.” It simply means to live

. ready established. It is to live with pure and

" that someday God’s plan will be realized. |
- To achieve this we must invite the Lord of
Advent.into our lives.

" art from all over the world, He had a son.

- ther. The old man cherished it.

It seems today that the wrong snde is
winning. But God wants all people on this
earth to live in peace and harmony. He -

of love and caring. He wants people with

- Advent reminds us of our role in God’s

‘Theologians use a fancy phrase,. “real-
our lives as if Christ's kingdom were al-
loving-hearts harboring no anger, no lust,

no greed. To be committed to rooting out
injustice wherever it is found, to the end

A wealthy man enjoyed collectmg fine

The son grew to enjoy art, and he and his
father spent many pleasant years collect-’
ing paintings for their mansion.

When war broke out, the son was Killed

in action trying to save a fallen comrade, ||

‘whoo was an artist. In gramude he painted
the son and gave the painting to the fa-

When the father died, art. c'oll_eetors .
crowded the mansion to_bid on his great

]

v1ded acknowledges the “ pam that at-

tends upon our inability to share the Eu- :
charist with one another. But “taking the

_pain away does not in itself bring healing;
it can sometimes dull our sensé of the

" need for serious medical attention.” ,
The implication hére again is unfavor-

able to Christians not in full communion

with Rome. They must somehow stop the

behavior résponsiblé for- their poor
health, seek “medical attention,” and ex-

“ périence for. the first time the perfect

health that Catholics alone enjoy.
The last section, “General Norms,” lays

* out various regulations, two of which have

already been mentioned above..Only a
diocesan bishop or his delegate may grant
permission for intercommunion on the
occasion of a baptism, confirmation, first
Communion;, marriage or ordination.
An invitation to eucharistic sharing,
even under these limited circumstances,
must never be made by the priest. The ini-
tiative must always be the non-Catholic’s.
But how often does a person in real life
invite herself or himself to dinner?
In the meantime, Catholics and non-
‘Catholics alike are, as The Tablet putit, vot-

mgwnth their feet. Forward, not backward. -

Father McBrien is a prrofessor of theology dt *
. the University of Notre Dame.

collection. The picture of his son was the

first piece auctioned. The collectors grum-

bled; they were there to bid on real art, -

Only one man bid on the son’s picture. A
friend. Suddenly, the bidding was closed.

The collectors were furious. Why? The

auctioneer said the father’s will stated that

".whoever takes the son gets it all.
. That’s what Advent says: Who takes the

‘Son gets all. _
see

Father Shamon is administrator of St. Isaac
jogues Chapel, Flemmg

Q:nly Readings -

* “¥~Monday, November 30

- Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22
Tuesday, December 1

Wednesday, December 2
Isaiah 25:6-10; Matthew 15:29-37 .

. Thursday, December 3 . .
Isatah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21,24-27
‘ Fnday, Decemmber4 .
Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:2731

Saturday December 5 -

Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26; Matthew

9:35-10:1,6-8

- — . - —

Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:2124 - |-

Lookln for
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- Through a special arrangement
between Wayuga Press and the
Catholic Courier Graphic’s Depart-
- ment, you can now get quality,
- . affordable typesetting and printing. ~ -

~
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 Give us a call for your next job! |

- | Courer Ghar
- WAYUGA PRess * 315-754-6229

. || and Cemetery Lettering

ics * 716-328-4340 | -
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-Mo’nuhi'ents, Markers -

2301 Dewey Avenue-
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY)

(716) 865-6746
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] Gym & Aerob/cs :

Sign up to
4 months at $119 and
we will donate $20 to
the Junior Achievement
of Rochester

3 HDIITIIS

/us out !

Center
casrggw’:;t’l%g.csalld g . . ‘
3 personal training sessions . 35 Lincoln Ave
- 605 Culver Rd., Rochester _ Pittsford .
654-7122 Offer ends Dec. 11th 248-6298

New first time members only
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