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_YOUNG ADULTS

- By Rob Cullivan

Staff writer

If yoix re a faithful Catholic single; here
. are some tips on how to meet a prospec.
. ) tlve mate: R

1. Don’t brush your teeth
2. Don’t change your. clothes.

3. Don’t even bother taking a shower '
. or-washing your hair.

- Follow these steps, and ‘there are hun-
dreds of Catholic men and women in the

R country who will be interested in talkmg
. to you nonetheless. ’

Of course, there’s.one, catch — you

have to do it via the Internet.

And you may have to brush your teeth

" at some point in the future:- )
" That would be about the time you meet

" a potential mate with whom you've cor-

responded via Catholicsingles, a'site on-

the World Wide Web that opened May 1.
Interested Catholic singles can find it a
hup://www.catholicsingles.com. -
The brains behind the site belong to
Anthony Buono, general manager of

‘Scepter Publishing Inc., a Catholic book

publishing firm in Princeton, N.J. Al-
though he’s happily married himself,

Buono said he desrgned Catholicsingles’

for Catholics who can’t seem to find mar-
riage material anywhere.

- “Even in the Catholic world, it’s hard
to find Catholics who are really loyal to

the pope ... especially in the area of sexu- -
al morality,” said Buono during a phone

interview ‘with the Catholic Courier from
his Princeton office. - :

In days past, Catholics who toe the
church line on moral issues could meet

‘potential mates-in their neighborhood,

their parishes, their workplaces or at col-
lege, Buono said.
“But all of these. methods have pretty

much turned-out to be adry well for these .

.'Slte lets surgles f llrt on the Net

© type of Cathohcs S Buono said. :
' Apparently, Buono has tapped. into

something since the site already claims
652 members, 52 percent of whom are
male and 48 percent are female. Most of

_ the men are_betweén-the ages of 20
- and 35, hé said, whereas about 33 percent |’

of the females are in that age bracket. The
site has already produced its first en-

gagement. He reported that a woman -
- from Kentucky and a man from Wyoming

met through Catholicsingles and will be
married in February.
- Membership is open to anyone — even

_ non-Catholics — who are-serious about -

seeking a mate and wxllmg to shell out
$8.95 a month (first month free), accord-
ing to information from the Web site. The

New Member Questionnaire lists such
. queries as “How often do you attend
church or church related functions?” and.

“Are you free to marry in the church?”

Although new members are also asked
'~ to write about their opinions on the
pope and - artificial contraception,

Buono stressed that the site is open to
Catholics who may not agree 100 per-
cent with everythmg the church teaches.
He added that the site is designed to al-

“low 2 member to remain anonymous as

long as possible.

-Buono said that the site seems to at-
- tract “busy Catholics” — doctors, lawyers

and other professionals who have a hard

time finding Catholics like themselves to

date in their hometowns. In this day and

_age, Catholic men and women may have

to travel out of state to find their dream

mate, hie noted, and the member ques-’
tionnaire does ask “How far of a'distance
- is allowed for your.match?” T

Although members are asked to pro-
vide a photo of themselves, Buono en-
courages lengthy. written communica-
tion between members vna the Web
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" _“Our members are thrilled wrth being -

able to break down the traditional walls

of meeting somebody,” he said, noting -

that dating and meeting people often en-

| tails social rituals that can be dispensed

. with on the Web. Not to mention the fact

that the sit¢ removes the temptation to ¢n-
gage in premarital sex, he noted.
“It seems like a purer way to begin a

- friendship in a lot of ways,” he said of °
'Cathohcsmgles

The Diocese of Rochester

In Amenca 1868 1993

Second Edltlon, Emended and Expanded
By Rev. Robert F. McNamara, Diocesan Historian

A new publication presented by The Diocese of Rochester and the Catholic Courier

ThlsnewedmonofFr McNamarasacdalmedten ongunallypubhshedmseeandlongomofpnm - extends
the story-of tfie Rochester Diocese through its 125th anniversary in 1983. Included are the 14 original chapters
.and Epilogue, which Bishop James E. Keamey commissioned Fr. McNamiara to prepare for the diocesan cen-
- tenriial in 1968, as well as a rich collection of photographs that help bring personalities and évents tolife. A new |
‘chapter compieted. this year explores the Diocese’s fifth quarter-century (1968-1993), a fascinating period of
change during which three bishops - Fulton J. Sheen, JosephL Hogan and Matthew H. Clark - have occupied

theSeeofRoehester

The book was hailed upon intial pubheanon as splendld

‘a thorough, competent and most fascmatmg work™ |

by “one of the best historical craftsmen of American Catholicism.” Reissued.now by popular demand, this new |
“edition will be treasured by anyone interested in American Catholicism, Western New York history, immigration,
parochial school education, of church-state relations — aswellasbyallwhoen)oyaﬁvelynarrahveofsweepmg

proporton.

Order now-for holidsy delivery ata spcclll pm-publlcatlon price!.

’ $25ﬁforordersplaeedbybeeember31998 Price ate December 3, 1998 - -$3000

_Order Form The Drocese of Hochester in Amenca. 1868-1993 -~

| Address _

:'Tele,Phone

- City/State/Zip__

" Number-of COpies
- Merchandise total §
Shlpplng and Handllng s

.- NYS. residems add 8% sales tax S'
Tax exempt number (lf applicable)

Total $

' Orders reoeived by December 31 998 are expected to be shlpped in ume for holiday delivery!

Return this form, with check’ payable to the Cathollc Courier to:
Catholnc Couner/Book Order « PO Box 24379 Rochester, NY 14624
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