
HIM ill 
STORY BY MIKE LATONA 

Remember family and friends widi a 
Cenacle Prayer Enrollment 

A variety of cards are offered 
fur many occasions 

The name of the enrolled personfs) 
and your signature will be beautifully 
hand lettered in gold calligraphy. 

Your offering helps-support the 
work of the Cenacle Sisters. 

CENACLE PRAYER 
ENROLLMENTS 

310 Cenacle Road 
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-2203 

For information or ,1 m v brochure u.ill 
Toll free 1-877-588-8293 or 

FAX 1-516-588-9030 

A couple of 
years ago, Tracy Hartley re­

called, a carload of teenage boys 
followed her and some female friends 
walking home after school. Along the 
way, she said,, the boys called out sexually 
suggestive remarks that the girls tried to 
ignore. 

"They kept talking, and they got out of 
the car," said Tracy, 14, a parishioner at 
St. Mary of the Lake Church in Watkins 
Glen. 

Although none of the boys made phys­
ical contact widi die girls, Tracy said, she 
was so upset by die incident she no 
longer takes lightly any sexual language 
directed toward her. ". 

"Ever since then, I've taken those com­
ments very seriously. It makes me very 
uncomfortable," she said, adding that 
she can't be sure if a sexual advance "is 
actually going to happen" once it's 
suggested. 

Meanwhile, Jennie Santo found that 
she could not easily brush off some 
blatantly sexual remarks a male friend 
once made to her. 

"They were litde perverted 
comments," said Jennie, 15, from St. 
Leo's Church in Hilton. Aldiough she 
said she didn't think the friend would 
harm her, she did eventually end the 
friendship. 

These incidents qualify as sexual 
harassment, said Katy Allen, an 
educational trainer from Fairport who 
conducts seminars on sexual harassment 
prevention in Rochester-area schools, 
public and 

"What are you doing tonight? 
I think I'm going to come over 

to your house" 
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Catholie. 
Allen defines sexual harassment as 

an unwanted, uninvited or unwelcome at­
tention of asexual naturethat interferes 
with a person's life. It can come in the 
form of a behavior, word, gesturef 
look or touch. The "attention" — what­
ever form it takes — has to relate to sexu­
al body parts, or the things we do with 
those body parts. 

Allen suggested that instances of sexu­
al harassment should not be reported to 
die police, because they are not actually 
considered crimes.. 

"It's illegal in public only if it escalates 
into sexual assault," Allen said. However, 
she emphasized that school officials are 
obligated to assist students who feel they 
are being sexually harassed at school. 
Allen added that guidance counselors 
and psychologists are also good 
resources for anybody who may be 
encountering sexual 
harassment outside of school, 

Most incidents of sexual 
harassment, Allen said, 
involve the male as the 
instigator and die female as 
the victim. However, girls can al­
so commit sexual harassment toward 
boys — especially in early adolescence, 
when girls are more physically mature 
than boys and feel they have greater 
power and control. 

Allen added that any verbal attack on 
a gender — such as a boy calling another 
boy a "fag" — also qualifies as sexual 
harassment. 

Sexual harassment is a tricky issue, 
Allen said, because no two situations are 

exactly the same. 
"One size does not fit 

all," Allen 
remarked. 
A good 
guideline, she 
said, is to 
separate sexual 

harassment from 
flirting. 

Flirting is mutually 
respectful," Allen 

. explained. 
"I take flirting as talking to a guy, 

laughing and having a good time," Tra­
cy explained. However, she said, remarks 
containing die word "sex" makes her un­
comfortable. She noted that if someone 
told her she was pretty, diat would not be 
harassment — but she'd feel much differ­
ently if the word sexy was used instead! 

"I don't think that word should be 
used," Tracy commented. 

Jamie Winters said she's not offended 
by all sexual remarks she hears, unless it 

seems that the person is serious. 
- "You can tell that some people are jok­

ing, and others are not," said Jamie, 16, 
from St. Patrick's Church in Owego. 

Allen added that common sense 
should be used before one makes 
remarks that might be construed as sexu­
al harassment. 

"When we're going to be overdy 
sexual with someone, we'd better make 
sure they're going to like it ahead of 
time," she said. 

"You've got to know the person a litde. 

Tm going to look through 
your window tonight" 

While some people might laugh it 
off, odiers may take it seriously. \bu've 
got to look at each individual case," 
agreed Dan Letendre, 17, a parishioner 
at St. John of Rochester Church in Perin-
ton. 

At his supermarket job, Dan found out 
that there are indeed people who take 
sexually suggestive remarks seriously. A' 
male co-worker, he said, was demoted be­
cause of complaints that he had sexually 
harassed female employees. 

On die other hand, Sandy Bakken 
thinks that many girls overreact, 
mistaking flirtations for sexual 
harassment. 

"Why don't we stop talking to women 
altogether? Why talk to them if diey're 
going to yell at us all the time?" said 
Sandy, 17. He and Dan recently studied 
sexual harassment as part of a Christian . 
human sexuality course for seniors at 
McQuaid Jesuit High School. 

However, Allen contended diat sexual 
harassment can lead to more serious sex­
ual offenses — so caution is advised at all 
times. 

"It's not going to stop escalating if it's 
not confronted," she said. 

Coming next week: 
Father "Ace" Ventura 
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have arrived! 
This exquisite /\ngel is only one of the 

magnificent new Seraphim Classics Angels 

we have just received. Come in today and 

sccour complete collection. 

Holiday Traditions... enjoy the best of them with 
just a little help from us. 

Lock, Stock&Barrel Gifts 

Marketplace Mall • 424-6592 Eastview Mall • 223-2720 

Spend New Year's Eve with 

Politics may not be 
pretty, but politics can 
be pretty Funny. The 
political shenanigans 
of this past year have 
yielded a gold mine of 
new material for those 
mischievous musical 
satirists, The Capitol 
Steps, who'will happily 
share the wealth this 
New Year's Eve. 

Box Office: 389-2170 
Groups: 424-2979 

Nazareth Coilege 
Arts CentCM 

The Callahan Theater • 4245 East Avenue • Rochester. NY 14618-3790 

Tickets: $32 
Thursday, December 31 
6:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. 


